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President’s Report
Dear Members

great time.

soon as possible.

| recently attended Winter School, held in Muresk, Western Australia. It was great catching
up with old friends and meeting new dancers. It made me realise that it is not long before
some of us will be getting ready to attend the Auckland Summer School. Our thanks to Liz
and her team for the great line-up of musicians and teachers. | am sure we will all have a

As we approach the madness of Christmas, it also means that clubs will be arranging their
final nights for the year and Regions will be holding their AGMs. Please remember, if your
region/club elects a new secretary or contact details change, to let the NZ Branch know as

I wish you all a happy and safe Christmas.

Linda Glavin, RSCDS NZ Branch President

From the Branch

Branch Awards / Member recognition

As the end of the dancing year approaches, it’s a good
time to consider the contribution that individuals make
to the smooth running of our clubs, regions, and the
Branch.

Clubs and Regions — have you considered how you
might acknowledge significant service or achievement
within your club or region? This might take the form of a
club or region award or life membership, the choice is
yours.

Branch Awards and Life Membership — It is also time to
consider contributions that individual dancers, teachers,
or musicians have made at Branch level. These awards
acknowledge notable achievements that have benefited
Scottish Country Dancing and/or its music across the
New Zealand Branch.

Past recipients of Branch Awards in New Zealand have
organised Summer Schools, served as members and
office-bearers on Branch committees, developed
Scottish Country music and musicians across the

Lemda

country, or been internationally recognised for the
dances they devised.

Further information and a nomination form can be
found on the NZ Branch website under Membership/
Member recognition. All nominations are considered by
the Management Committee at their mid-year or end-
of-year meetings.

Debbie Roxburgh, RSCDS NZ Branch Vice-president

Teachers’ Register launched

The NZ Branch would like anyone who teaches Scottish
country dancing in New Zealand (not just RSCDS
members, and not just those who are ‘qualified’) to use
the new Teachers’ Register — whether you:

are currently teaching SCD,

have taught SCD in the past,

brief dances occasionally, or

in any other way, seem to be interested in
teaching SCD.

We'd like to know about you so that we can tailor
development opportunities to those interested in
getting more experience, developing their own skills, or
helping other teachers to develop, as well as getting
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more data on exactly who is teaching SCD in New
Zealand, and where.

We also hope the new Teachers’ Register will be a useful
tool for teachers to record their experience as they
develop, so they and we know where they are ‘at’ in
their teaching journey.

| really encourage you to complete the Teachers’
Register form at https://dancescottish.org.nz/
education-teacher-register/. You can provide as little or
as much information as you like — but any information
about our teachers is better than the dribs and drabs we
have at the moment!

And if you have any feedback on other information you
think we should or could collect, or ideas for developing
SCD teaching in New Zealand, please contact me on
education@dancescottish.org.nz.

Jeanette Watson, Education & Training Coordinator

JAMs

The end of the dancing season may be approaching, but
| want to encourage you all to begin thinking about next
year and what you could do to encourage Youth/JAM
dancers. If you have been in recess, will you restart your
JAM group? | will be making contact with current and
past groups later in January.

Nicole Trewavas, Youth Coordinator

RSCDS NZ Branch Shop

The Shop is looking forward to attending Summer
School in Auckland where a range of books and CDs will
be available for purchase.

Recent additions to stock:

“Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II” — a commemorative
book produced by the RSCDS for the jubilee, which
includes instructions for five dances (The Duke and
Duchess of Edinburgh, Balmoral Strathspey, Holyrood
House, The Royal Yacht Britannia, and The Eightsome
Reel). There is also a CD available with music for the
above dances and a few more by various artists.

“Newcastle Upon Tyne & District 70th Anniversary”
dances devised by Sheila Trafford. There is also a CD
with tracks by Marian Anderson’s and lain MacPhail’s
dance bands.

Other recently released books:

“Compilation of Books 39-44” is available to complete
your set of A5-size RSCDS books.

“Sir Walter Scott, Heart of Midlothian” book and CD
produced by the RSCDS to commemorate the 250th

anniversary of the birth of this Scottish author. It
contains dance instructions for eight dances (including
Madge Wildfire’s Strathspey) as well as some interesting
historical information.

“The Bovey Collection” by Duncan Brown is now
available.

“Wellington Region 60th Anniversary”, a book to
celebrate this milestone.
“Creative in Lockdown” a fourth book by Gaye Collin.

Also available:

“Perth and Perthshire Branch 95th Anniversary” book is
now in stock.

“Banffshire 90th Anniversary” book and “A’ the Best
Again Fae Banffshire” CD with music by Ewan Galloway
and Shona MacFadyen.

Also available are

o CDs for Books 50, 51 and 52

e Books Reel Friends 2 and 3 by Ann Dix and matching
CDs

e The Carlingwark Book of SCDs by Bill Little, Castle
Douglas.

e The Musicians’ Wedding by Gaye Collin and CD by
Marian Anderson.

o CD Short & Sweet from the Dewhursts has 21 tunes in
a variety of lengths (great for nights when you have
only 3 or 5 couples).

o CD Robertson: a Musical Heritage — lan Robertson and
Muriel Johnstone

e CD The Sunday Class — Recorded Highlights Vol 1 with
Jim Lindsay and his band.

Book and CD catalogues are available on the Branch
website, or if you can’t see what you need, contact me.

For all enquiries please contact Sue Pearson:

email Shop@dancescottish.org.nz
NZ Branch Website
- snailmail C/- 21 Stafford Street, Wanganui 4501

News update for Auckland Summer School

Summer School is happening! Yay! Registrations are
flowing in. All classes except for Junior JAMs will be
happening. We really look forward to seeing you all in
Auckland from 28 December 2022 to 4 January 2023.
We have dancers coming from Australia, USA and Japan,
and a Kiwi returning from Turkey!

The residential option is now closed. But you can still
register as a commuter. We have filled our pre-booked
accommodation at The Parnell, so the “live-in” option
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for Summer School is closed. Unfortunately, The Parnell
is fully booked over the New Year weekend, so could not
give us any more rooms.

There is now a half-school option available for
commuters. Enjoy three classes and four evenings.
Either 28 December evening, plus classes and evening
events on 29, 30 and 31 December; Or 31 December
evening, plus classes and evening events on 2, 3 and 4
January. The cost is $500 ($600 for non-RSCDS
members). Arrange your own accommodation. For
details and online registration visit the Summer School
website: http://nzsummerschool2022.com

Can you help? There will be dancers undertaking
teaching examinations at Summer School. We need
stooges on the afternoon of 2 January, and all day on 3
January. Each exam class needs 2-3 sets of dancers
(stooges) of elementary experience and above. There is
no charge for the class; morning/afternoon tea will be
provided, and we are offering stooges free entry to the
ceilidh evening on 3 January. Please email us, with your
name, email address and phone number. Please put
“Exam stooge” in the subject line. Thanks. Our email is:
ss2022 @dancescottish.org.nz We will then send you
information about the location of the exam and what to
expect.

Casual attendance at evening events during Summer
School: Once we know how many extra commuters are
registering for Summer School, we will offer others the
opportunity to attend evening events. So, watch the
website, and our Facebook page. We expect to
announce ticket prices and payment options in late
October.

Check out our website:
http://nzsummerschool2022.com

Follow our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/NZBranchSummerSchool

Liz Hickey, Summer School Organiser

RSCDS NEW ZEALAND

Tamaki Makaurau
Auckland Summer School

2022-2023

RSCDS Centenary Events in 2023

Bookings for the following Centenary events will open
soon and more information will be shared on the RSCDS
website:

*  Winter School — bookings due to open on 1 September

¢ Centenary Ball — bookings due to open on 7 September

e Summer School — Early Bird bookings due to open late
October

To view the calendar of Centenary events please visit here.

Flying Scotsman worldwide filming request
for Centenary event in February 2023

As we prepare to celebrate the Society’s Centenary, and
to represent the global reach of Scottish country dance
and music, we are now inviting Branches and Affiliated
Groups all over the world to send us videos of
yourselves dancing The Flying Scotsman! This is an
exciting collaborative Centenary project with a launch
date in February 2023. Over the next few months we
would love Branches and Groups to film your Flying
Scotsman dancers in interesting or iconic places in your
local areas. We are planning to edit submissions
together to create one main version to be displayed on
RSCDS platforms and externally, so please ensure you
have consent from all participants.

Email RSCDS Marketing Officer Lyndsay
(Lyndsay.walker@rscds.org) for further details of the
requirements and submission deadline and to let us
know if you wish to be included in this incredible
opportunity.
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News from around the Regions

Auckland Region

Marking the passing of the Queen

The life and service of the Queen was acknowledged at
all Region events between the death of Her Majesty and
her funeral: a class of Hugh Foss dances, the Spring
Dance to welcome new dancers and the Region
Committee Meeting. On each occasion, special mention
was made of her role as Patron of the RSCDS and her
love of Scottish country dancing. The Region Committee
Meeting began with a short moment’s silence. Neil
Horne had already prepared to teach Princess
Margaret’s Jig at the Hugh Foss class and introduced
the dance by noting the videos on YouTube of the
Queen and Royal Family dancing at Balmoral and other
events.

For the Spring Dance, the decorations celebrated the life
of the Queen with collages of photos with her family,
her love of horses and other aspects of her life — as can
be seen in the photo of Wild Heather, band for the
Spring Dance, and stage decorations. Balmoral
Strathspey was already on the programme for the dance
and was noted as an appropriate dance for the
occasion.

Katharine Hoskyn

Motueka Club

To mark the passing of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth |,
the club had a night of “royal” dances on 21 September.
Some club members dressed up to mark the occasion.
The dances were all associated with the Queen. The
night started with Flowers of Edinburgh, reflecting her
lifelong love of flowers, followed by the Balmoral
Strathspey, the Queen’s favourite residence. Next was
The Duke and Duchess of Edinburgh, written to

celebrate the marriage of HRH Princess Elizabeth to the
Duke of Edinburgh; Long Live the Queen, marking her
status change when her father died, was followed by
Elizabeth I, denoting the coronation. The penultimate
dance, Holyrood Strathspey recognised the official royal
residence in Edinburgh. Moving through the vyears
quickly the evening finished with the Jubilee Jig.

The club decided to hold a garden party to mark the
Queen’s life on 26 September, the Queen’s Memorial
Day. Luckily the weather was fine, even though the
ground was too wet to set the tables up on the lawn.
There were lots of hats and pearls on display as people
certainly dressed for the occasion. The spread on the
tables, all covered in white linen, looked to be far too
plentiful for the dancers and their partners, but believe it
or not, there was very little left when the party dispersed.

Nelson Club

On a lovely but fresh evening in August, the Nelson Club

celebrated their 69th birthday. Four sets of dancers
thoroughly enjoyed the programme put together by
Janet and Fran, judging by the comments received
during the night. There was a lot of talk and laughter
between dances and during the tea break as dancers
caught up with each other, since two months had
passed since the previous social.

Plans for our 70th birthday social are well underway so
mark 5 August, 2023 in your calendar, and come and
join us to celebrate our milestone birthday.

Kelly Walker, Secretary Nelson /Marlborough Region

West Coast merger with Nelson-Marlborough

As the number of dancers on the West Coast have been
in decline in recent years and the number of clubs
reduced to two, it has been decided to merge the
Region with Nelson-Marlborough. In the past, the two
regions have had a fairly close relationship and used to
meet yearly at either Murchison or St Arnaud for a day



Kiwi News — October 2022

of social dancing and meal. We would like to thank the
Nelson-Marlborough Region for being so receptive to
this merger and to Kelly, their Secretary, for making the
changeover run so smoothly. Thanks also to the NZ
Branch Secretary, Membership Coordinator and
Information Technology Coordinator for their guidance.

Min Jaeger was instrumental in setting up the West
Coast Region with the inaugural meeting being held in
Reefton on 7 April 1973 and representatives in
attendance from Hokitika, Greymouth, Westport and
Reefton Clubs. Min was the first President and also
Regional Representative on the NZ Branch Council for
many years before becoming the NZ Branch President.
Our other representatives on Council, before transfer to
the present day management system, were Gordon
Mclvor and Mary Thomas. Along the way, two more
Clubs were added to the Region — White Heather in
Westport and Runanga. Sadly, down the years, all clubs,
except Greymouth and Hokitika, disbanded through lack
of membership.

Up until 2007, regular day or weekend schools were
held in the region, the highlights being our very first
school at Hanmer in 1975 with tutors Mrs Florence
Lesslie, Rita Lambert, Brian McMurtry and Dorothy
Wilson; and the two visits by Charlie Jemmett’s band to
play for the evening dances in Reefton and Greymouth.
Thank you to all the tutors who have given their time to
come to the Coast to take classes.

We wish to give a huge shout out to Dorothy Wilson,
who has given massive support to the West Coast
Region down the years, with her own tutoring and also
transporting the many NZ and overseas tutors and
musicians to our area. Dorothy also acted as our
delegate when no Coasters were able to attend the
Branch AGM.

As this is a merger, not a closure, please continue to visit
the Greymouth (Monday) and Hokitika (Wednesday)
Clubs if you are in the area, and we look forward to joint
ventures with Nelson-Marlborough.

Avis Harper, Outgoing Secretary/Treasurer, West Coast

Picton Club Celebrates 60 Years

In August, Picton Club got ready to celebrate 60 years of
dancing. Special decorations and wine had been bought,
the cake made, a catered meal arranged and live music
to boot. What could go wrong?

The weather, that’s what. The top of the South Island
hadn’t seen anything like it in years. On the Friday night
the three Nelson clubs cancelled their attendance, as
they couldn’t get through due to road closures. On

Saturday morning, the committee were to meet at
10.30 am to put up the decorations. However, two of
the committee (one of whom was the MC), plus their
guests, found that they too were cut off from Picton
because of slips on their rural road. They had the
decorations, wine and nibbles with them. What to do?
What can you do when there’s a huge slip across the
road and no Council workers to clear it? Clear it
yourself! What a job that was, but it’s amazing what you
can do with a shovel and a chainsaw. After clearing that
slip, there were other slips along the way, but you could
get around them —just.

So, we made it to the hall to help set up, having brought
extra clothes and sleeping gear with us, as we knew we
wouldn’t get back home that night.

At 2.30pm on Saturday, a notification was sent that the
road between Blenheim and Picton would close at
3.00pm. We frantically rang all those we could to let
them know that if they left straight away they’d make it
through, and luckily some of them did. And when the
road opened again at 7.30 pm, more arrived, including
founding member Dorothy Wilson. We did a quick
calculation and found we had two-and-a-half sets,
instead of the seven we were expecting. We were going
to have a lot of food left over — ‘Ham and Veg Surprise’
for the next two weeks!

Luckily, dancers from Canterbury and Wellington had
arrived in Picton the night before, so they were fine. All
in all, we still had a good night, with fantastic music by
Aileen Logie’s band and a lot of enthusiasm from the
dancers. It sure was a 60th anniversary to remember.

Lynda Aitchison, Secretary, Picton Club
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Timaru SCD Club

It is with much sadness that we
announce the passing of our
President and Patron, Margaret
Younger, on 12 September 2022,
after a period of declining health.
Margaret was a committed member
of our Club who supported and
participated in all dancing activities. She was our
President from 2005, and our Patron from 2018.

Music and dancing were lifelong interests and
enjoyment. Ballet was Margaret's first love — she was
actually chosen to dance at one of the Queen’s
Commonwealth visits to New Zealand. She loved all
things Scottish — she taught Highland dancing and
became a judge at dancing competitions.

A special highlight for Margaret was a trip to St Andrews
in Scotland to attend the Summer School in 2013. But,
more importantly, the opportunity to dance on the
sprung floor of the Younger Hall was an ambition
fulfilled.

Our club has lost a dear friend and dance partner who
will be greatly missed by us all. We remember her
always positive and cheery humour, her welcoming and
generous hospitality, and her genuine interest in, and
care of, others. Our memories of Margaret will be
forever treasured, together with a deep sense of
gratitude for having known such a special lady.

Sandra Hetherington, Secretary, Timaru SCD Club

Other Interesting Stuff

Piping for Prostate

As some of you know, | have been learning to play the
bagpipes over the last few years. Our pipe band, Celtic
Spirit, recently put on a concert in Feilding to raise
awareness of prostate cancer, with all proceeds going to
the local prostate cancer group. As part of my
connections between Scottish Country Dancing and
piping, there was a Scottish country dancing item in the
concert. One of the aims of the concert was to entertain
the public, so | choreographed a dance to “Nelson
Mandela’s Welcome to the City of Glasgow”. | adapted
Flowers of Edinburgh and The Piper and the Penguin to
fit the music.

Our demonstration team consisted of four male dancers
and four female dancers, and as it was a male

orientated awareness concert, we all wore Kkilts,
waistcoats, and ties. The dancers were: John Trewavas
and Nicole Trewavas; Ed Duggan and Ronni Cullen;
Damon Collin and Joy Dick; Duncan MacDonald and
Jenny Judd. This was the first demonstration experience
for one of our team.

Our item was very well received, and we all enjoyed
contributing to such a great cause. The event was very
successful, and the auditorium was full.

Nicole Trewavas, Tutor, Manawatu SCD Club

Photo by Magnum Images, Palmerston North

2022 Summer School in St Andrews — a
musician’s perspective

| had booked to go on the Playing for Classes music
course in 2020 — this was of course cancelled due to
that wee bug going about. However, both my Summer
School booking and my flight were carried forward to
this year and | was, at last, able to make the trip this year
— primarily to see my family after three long years, but
dovetailing nicely with Summer School.

The Playing for Classes course is very different from the
general musicians’ course. The numbers are capped at
four or five, and the course is very much tailored to
what each individual would find most valuable — each
morning is a daily ‘masterclass’ with various top Scottish
SCD players, for different classes.

First morning for me was with Frank Thomson — we
were playing for the Certificated Class, i.e. a bunch of
SCD tutors, most very experienced and knowledgeable
about all things dancing. This was a lot of fun and |
picked up heaps from all the discussions. Whether |
played or not each morning rather depended on
whether music was used (2 yes, 3 no). Frank played
from memory, so not knowing all the tunes or what was
coming next became an exercise in memorising, rather
than playing. This looked to the tutor as if | wasn’t doing
much, so | was soon co-opted onto the floor to make up
a set, and found myself dancing instead of playing. As
the dances were quite tricky, | had to split my brain
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between remembering dance formations and
identifying tunes. Not expecting this, | hadn’t even
brought my dancing pumps with me! The pattern was
set — if | wasn’t actually playing, | was up on the floor
dancing in my bare feet — no sitting about listening here!
Someone was playing Bach on the organ in the church
on the other side of the door, which was a bit of déja vu
for me, as | was married in that church, coming down
the aisle to Bach, many moons ago.

Afternoons were spent with Luke Brady, the RSCDS
Music Director, dissecting the morning’s experiences
and playing. He also set up discussions for me with
candidate examiners, so | could learn what was required
and expected of the musician for Units 2, 3, and 5. This
was really valuable. | was also placed as a stooge dancer
for some candidates actually sitting their exams, so |
could see/hear George Meikle playing for them (yes, |
did borrow pumps and a skirt for that!).

| spent two mornings with Luke, one in the Younger Hall,
and was delighted to see, as he set up his gear for a
dance there that night, that he used the same PA set up
I do (the tower speaker and midi’d accordion with bass/
treble expander). Playing with Luke was very interesting,
as you hadn’t a clue what was coming next, and he
really mixed things up in a very creative and exciting
way. The hall has wonderful acoustics with that high,
domed ceiling. | told him that the last time I'd been in
that hall, it was as a 16-year-old at a Pink Floyd concert,
being happily deafened and impressed!

On the last afternoon, we discussed music organising
and keeping dance sets manageable (so many dances,
so many good tunes ..). This was solid gold and
culminated in looking at some of Luke’s sets, including
his favourites. Very generously, he sent me a book of his
compositions and some CDs.

Did | enjoy the week — definitely yes. Was it as |
expected — definitely no. | took copious notes, pics and
recordings and it’s taken a while to work through these
— and also to recognise that learning by listening
osmosis really sticks. It was so good to feel ‘at home’
among the music and catch up with so many people
again. And, um...l brought home a wee present. Watch
this space!

Aileen Logie

CD player FOR SALE - Glendarroch SCD Club

MARANTZ SUPERSCOPE PSD230 Portable, variable
speed, CD player. Complete with remote control,
manual, all cables, in a carry case.

Excellent condition. $200.00 ONO

Contact lan Pearson — Mobile: 027 230 7508
Email: ibpearson@xtra.co.nz

Upcoming events

Otago Region Annual Dance

All dancers are invited to the Otago Region’s Annual
Dance (with live music) to be held in the Opoho
Presbyterian Church Hall, Farquharson Street (off Signal
Hill Road), Dunedin, on Saturday 12 November,
beginning at 7 pm. Further details will be circulated
shortly.

Waikato - Bay of Plenty Region Dance Event

YIRTAGE CHRISTMAS DANCE

Refro and vintage Ingleside Dancing Fun

Come and join us for a Retro evening of social dance
with (mainly) a Scottish flavour to celebrate the
forthcoming Christmas holidays.

When: Saturday 10 December, 7 pm - 10:30 pm

Where: Matangi Hall, Matangi

With: Live music from Bourach Mor

And: You bring a plate of retro-inspired Christmas
nibbles to share

And: Your best retro or vintage Christmas outfit - there
will be prizes

Cost: $20 Adults / $5 School-age (tickets at the door,
cash only)

Contact: 022 340 7865 dancefolkus@slingshot.co.nz
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Picton Scottish Country Dance Club
Invites you fo join us at a

St Andrew’s Ball Aukland Region
on 26 November at 7.00pm November 2022
Picton School Hall, York St, Picton Visiting Auckland-Northland?
Music PrOVided by Aileen Logie's Band Like to know dates for region social events?

12 November:  Royal Oak Dance
28 November:  Kaiwaka/Ranfurly Dinner and Dance

Entry $30.00 payable to
Dianne Gullery.

Please email her for account details at Thinking ahead to 2023
glencrystal@xtra.co.nz 22 April: Region Autumn Dance, 2:30 pm
Door sales also available. 1July: Midwinter Beginners’ Dance and Class

30 Sep: RSCDS Centenary Dinner and Ball, 5:30 pm

For more details — see www.aucklandscd.org.nz or
email info@aucklandscd.org.nz.

And how about visiting us on Facebook?

Sashes & Brooches

NACPHEE'S

Order online at www.mcphees.co.nz
Ph 04 476 0139 Ph/Txt 021 587 315

SCD Footwear & Accessories held in stock.
Free overnight courier throughout NZ on all orders over $50.

Ghillie pumps for men & women. Now with Supershock insoles.
Ballet style pumps for women. Now with Supershock insoles.

Carried in Stock; SCD Pumps for Men and Women.
5 Colours of Duchess; Black, Purple, Blue, Pewter and NEW 5=
Champagne Gold. Get them now for Summer School! E

007 €T, 1940

PO Box 17395, Karori, Wellington
Ph 04 476 0139 Ph/Txt 021 587 315
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