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President’s Report

Hi everyone

Just by way of a change, this is a combination
President’s / Vice President’s report.

Since the last issue of Kiwi News, Linda and | have
both travelled to anniversary events in different
regions. | was delighted to attend the 70th
anniversary of the Hastings Club and to then join
most of the Management Committee at the ball
celebrating 60 years of the Wellington Region. Each
anniversary marks a significant achievement for an
individual club or region and | want to acknowledge
the commitment shown by all dancers, teachers, and committee members.

We are now looking ahead to the Branch AGM and planning for the 2022 dancing year. Thanks to
those members who have agreed to be nominated for Management Committee positions. If you
have an interest in the workings of the NZ Branch and would like to get involved, why not have a chat
with the current committee members, find out what they do, and consider standing for one of the
positions? We need your enthusiasm and nominations for the 2023 AGM. Start thinking now!

From Linda: To all our members and dancers in the Auckland Region who have been in lockdown for
guite some time, | hope you and all your family and friends are well and safe.

| have been fortunate to still be able to travel and over the last week or so, | have visited clubs in the
Wellington area. It has been great to speak with dancers that | know and also dancers | have not met
before. To have discussions on what the Branch does and how it works made for some interesting
conversations. My thanks to Elaine and Kevin Lethbridge and Gaye and Damon Collin for being my
Uber drivers taking me to dances, and for opening their homes for me to stay.

It was a great pity that the Covid lockdown stopped the New Dancers' Celebration from going ahead
on 9 October in Masterton. The new dancers had all been looking forward to having their own social
night and the opportunity to dance with more experienced dancers.

Stay safe
Debbie and Linda

Linda Glavin, RSCDS NZ Branch President
Debbie Roxburgh, RSCDS NZ Branch Vice President
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Delegates to the RSCDS AGM

Our organisation is a Branch of the Royal Scottish
Country Dancing Society whose headquarters are
in Edinburgh, Scotland. The New Zealand Branch of
RSCDS has been allocated 14 delegates to reflect
the number of RSCDS members in the Branch. Each
region has a number of delegates proportional to
the region’s size. Regions appoint these delegates
according to their choice of method, e.g. at their
Region’s AGM.

Around June each year, the NZ Branch Secretary
updates the delegates on the NZ Branch page of
the Society website by the due date, following the
guidelines sent by the Society’s headquarters in
Edinburgh.

Current NZ delegates for AGM in November 2021
Auckland

Duncan Laidlaw, Katharine Hoskyn, Shona Greer,
Pat Henley, Fiona Bullivant

WaiBOP
Glenna James, Lynne Hudson

Rangitikei, Hawke’s Bay

Isabel Jackson, Glenice Saunders
Wellington
Elaine Laidlaw, Michele Miller,

Canterbury, Nelson-Marlborough, West Coast

Linda Glavin, Sue Lindsay

Otago and Southland

Ruth Taylor

MiniCrib goes Mobile

Have you downloaded the app yet? Officially
known as Mobile SCD Cribs, it was developed by
Charles Inglis of Ottawa (deviser of the dance
Abbotsford Lassies) and offers instant access to
MiniCrib material direct from your phone. Just
enter the name of the dance (the first few letters
will do) and the crib, diagram and video are
revealed.

We will not want to see dancers staring at their
phone while waiting for the chord but, used with

discretion, there will be many occasions when the
app could be invaluable to dancers and teachers
alike. | still keep the PDF version of MiniCrib on my
phone for offline access, but the app wins ‘hands
down’ for convenience. It can be downloaded for
free via the usual sources (Google Play and App
Store).

Andrew Patterson, IT Coordinator
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Jessie's Hornpipe

1s dance Figs of 8 round 2s+3s on own
sides giving RSh to 2s to start

1s lead down to bottom & back to top

1s dance down under arch made by 2s, 1s
form arch & 2s dance under back to
places, 1s+2s repeat

25-32 1s+2s dance Poussette. 2 1 3
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Branch Awards / Member recognition

As the end of the dancing year approaches, it’s a
good time to consider the contribution that
individuals make to the smooth running of our
Clubs, Regions, and the Branch.

Clubs and Regions — have you considered how you
might acknowledge significant service or
achievement within your club or region? This
might take the form of a club or region award or
life membership, the choice is yours.

Branch Awards and Life Membership — It is also
time to consider contributions that individual
dancers, teachers, or musicians have made at
Branch level. These awards acknowledge notable
achievements that have benefited Scottish Country
Dancing and/or its music across the New Zealand
Branch.

Past recipients of Branch Awards in New Zealand
have organised Summer Schools, served as
members and office-bearers on Branch
committees, developed Scottish Country Dance
music and musicians across the country, or been
internationally recognised for the dances they
devised.

Further information and a nomination form can be
found on the NZ Branch website under
Membership/Member recognition. All nominations
are considered by the Management Committee at
their mid-year or end-of-year meetings.

Debbie Roxburgh, Vice President

RSCDS NZ Branch Shop

It was lovely to see so many of you at the Queen’s
Birthday Weekend school in Otorohanga and at the
Hanmer Springs weekend in July. | am now looking
forward to seeing you all at Summer School in
Christchurch.

“Compilation of Books 39 — 44” is nearly here —
order your copy now and be among the first to
receive it “hot off the press”.

“Wellington Region 60th Anniversary” — a book to
celebrate this milestone.

“Perth and Perthshire Branch 95th Anniversary” —
this book is now in stock.

“Banffshire 90t Anniversary” — book and CD “A’
the Best Again Fae Banffshire” are now available,
with the music by Ewan Galloway and Shona
MacFadyen.

The “Short & Sweet” CD from the Dewhursts has
21 tunes for Reels, Jigs, Strathspeys, a Medley and
a Waltz in a variety of lengths (great for nights
when you have only 3 or 5 couples).

“Robertson: a Musical Heritage” — a recent CD
from lan Robertson and Muriel Johnstone, a great
sound.

“The Sunday Class Recorded Highlights Vol. 1”
with Jim Lindsay and his band.

“Thirty Popular Dances Vol. 2” Book and 2 CDs,
released in November 2019, this is a book of 30
dances and also includes some interesting
information. There are two CDs to go with it: Part
1, a new recording, and Part 2, a re-release of
RSCDS archive recordings.

“The Musicians’ Wedding” — a book of dances by
Gaye Collin and CD by Marian Anderson.

Also available are CDs for Books 50, 51 and 52,
“The Belfast Platinum Anniversary”, “Opus
Dance” — James Gray, “Heather Hills” — Mara Shea
& Dave Wiesler, “Reel Friends” Book 2 and 3 by
Ann Dix and matching CDs.

The full range of CDs in stock, and the tracks on
each, is listed in the catalogue on the Branch
website.

The book catalogue is also available on the Branch
website.

For all enquiries please contact Sue Pearson:

- email Shop@dancescottish.org.nz
- NZ Branch Website
- snailmail C/- 21 Stafford Street, Wanganui 4501

News from around the Regions

Tauranga SCD Club’s 60th Anniversary Ball

The Tauranga SCD Club turned 60 in 2020. The club
was to have held a ball in June to celebrate the
occasion, but instead became just one of
thousands of COVID “casualties”. Undaunted, the
club decided to try again this year, and succeed
they did, despite the fact that there was a COVID
scare when a visitor to Wellington from Australia
tested positive on his return just the weekend
prior.
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The club was formed in 1960 and the first ball was
held in 1961. Around 1965, a Constitution and a
Book of Rules were accepted and circulated to all
members. Learners’ classes, club and tartan nights
and the Grand Annual Ball became routine.
Continuing in that tradition, the club still holds
beginner classes, tartan nights and an Annual Ball.

The postponed 2020 ball was held on Saturday 26
June 2021, with dancers having travelled from far
and wide — Christchurch, Blenheim, Wellington,
Palmerston North, Whanganui, Auckland and
Whangarei, and of course the Waikato/BOP
Region. A welcoming glass of wine and nibbles
were provided during a mix-and-mingle time,
before some 80 dancers took to the floor. The Club
President, Jim Carter, welcomed the dancers, made
introductions, and then dancing got underway to
the wonderful music provided by the Wild Heather
band, consisting of Lynne Scott, fiddle; Mary
McDonald, fiddle; Sharlene Penman, keyboard;
and Anne-Marie Forsyth, viola. The MC for the
night was the club’s tutor, Heather Johnston.

Prior to the cutting of the
cake by Betty Clethero
(Life Member), the
President of the RSCDS NZ
Branch, Linda Glavin,
congratulated the club on
achieving this milestone
and wished them many,
many more years of
dancing and club
fellowship.

A wonderful spread for
supper was provided by a local catering company,
after which attending club members gathered for
that all-important group photo, before dancing got
underway again.

One of the musical highlights of the night was the
band’s playing of “hoe-down” tunes for the
dancing of Polharrow Burn.

The Gentleman, also on the programme, was
dedicated to the memory of the immediate past
president, whose health had deteriorated over the
few months prior to the ball, and who had passed
away just four weeks short of the ball. He was
recounted as a “gentle man and a gentleman.”

Towards the end of the evening, the Region
President, Jill Littlewood, also offered her
congratulations and thanked all club members for

providing such a wonderful evening of dance and
friendship.

And then it was time to take off our dancing shoes,
put our tired but happy feet back into street shoes
and say our goodbyes. The club reflects with great
pride on its achievements and looks forward to
many successful years ahead!

Heather Johnston

Rotorua SCD Club

Our Annual Dance was regrettably cancelled last
year due to Covid, however we were very pleased
to be able to hold it this year in July as we were at
Level 1. Unfortunately, our Ngongataha Hall
booking was not registered, so we used this
opportunity to trial another venue. Rotorua has
many spaces but there are very limited options
with appropriate flooring. We were grateful to get
the Lynmore School Hall, which had a good floor,
the perfect size for the numbers attending, and all
the essential kitchen facilities.

We had good numbers, including an organised van
load from Hamilton, which was awesome, and a
wonderful evening of dancing was enjoyed by all.
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Before the latest lockdown levels, our Kids” Club
was going well, thanks to our tutor Lynn Hudson
for travelling over each week, to teach the Kids’
Club and then our adult group afterwards. Our
numbers are quite low, which can make learning
new dances problematic. Hopefully next year Covid
won’t be so interrupting and we can start lifting
numbers again. We look forward to getting some
dancing in before end of the year, once we are
back in Level 1.

Dance Scottish Wellington 60th
Anniversary Ball: A fine celebration with
dining and dancing

A throng of 120 dancers in their finery gathered at
Lower Hutt Town Hall on Saturday 7 August,
looking forward to a fabulous evening of dining
and dancing at the Dance Scottish Wellington 60th
Anniversary Ball.

The night commemorated 60 years of the
Wellington District Branch of the New Zealand
Scottish Country Dance Society, which had its
inaugural meeting on 21 November 1961.

We were welcomed at the door with a
complimentary glass of bubbly or orange juice and
provided with a special name badge, along with a
dance card to note our partners for the evening
and provide a memory of the event.

Prior to dinner, we had the chance to mingle and
catch up with dancers from around the Region and
further afield, from Waikato and Napier in the
north to Lawrence and Dunedin in the south. We
stepped into the beautifully lit Town Hall and took
our places at circular tables in anticipation of the
celebratory festivities.

Above the stage, a large screen projected photos
of dancers and events in the Region from the past
60 years. In the foyer, videos of dancers in Region
demonstrations and other activities drew viewers
during breaks between the dances and at supper
time.

A brace of unicorns on the stage invoked some
astonishment! How are unicorns connected to
Scottish Country Dancing? The unicorn is Scotland’s
national animal and represents Scotland in the
British Coat of Arms. So the unicorns at the 60th
Anniversary provided a link to the Scottish heritage
of our organisation.

After a lovely buffet dinner, followed by speeches
of welcome from Region President Ann Oliver and
New Zealand Branch President Linda Glavin, we
honoured and remembered the contribution of
past and present Region presidents, committee
members (26 attended), tutors (19 were present)
and all who have willingly given their time, energy
and talents to Scottish Country Dancing in the
Region over the decades.

Five Region Past Presidents at the Anniversary Ball
joined Ann to cut the 60th Anniversary cake.

Past and present Wellington Region tutors
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Cutting the 60th Anniversary Cake - Past and present Region
Presidents — Philippa Pointon, Roy South, Elaine Laidlaw, Ann
Oliver, Chris Kelly and Melva Waite

Thoughts turned to dancing, starting off with a
Grand March led by Piper Nicole Trewavas and
directed by Edith Campbell. Dancers then took to
the floor, dancing throughout the evening to
wonderful music from Wild Heather with Mary
McDonald and Ann Goodbehere on fiddles,
Sharlene Penman on keyboard, Lynne Scott on
octave fiddle and James Scott providing technical
expertise.

Considerable work is needed to make sure a large
event like this is a success. Thanks so much to
Region President Ann Oliver and the Ball
Subcommittee of Duncan McDonald, Edith
Campbell and Margaret Cantwell for organising the
evening, and MC Elaine Laidlaw, who stepped in
for Damon Collin (caught in a Covid lockdown in
New South Wales). We also acknowledge the many
others in the Region for their much appreciated
contributions that helped make this celebration so
memorable.

The 60th Anniversary was a fine night of dining and
dancing, full of fun and friendship! We can look

forward to more great events in the Wellington
Region in the coming decade.

To see more photos visit https://flic.kr/s/
aHsmWnST4V

Loralee Hyde

New Year Jig

Other Interesting Stuff

A poem, a mystery, and a request

Recently, Michele Miller, Branch Secretary,
forwarded to me (editor) a lovely story from Jean
Whyte, who has been dancing at Milford SCD Club
for many years. She asked if anyone out there is
able to shed more light on this mystery. This was
Jean’s message:

“I dance at Milford SCD, have done for many years,
and now live in Lady Allum Retirement Village, but
still dance, Covid 19 permitting! One of the elderly
residents in my village is Janet McDonald, 101
years young, a former dancer from Christchurch,
still spry. We meet most mornings in the foyer,
social distancing of course, under current Level 4
lockdown (18 September 2021). Sometimes she
comes out with some really interesting snippets,
and today she talked about a dance event at
Wallaceville, that she had written a poem about.
(She has done a lot of poetry, a gift she inherited
from her maternal grandfather.)

It so intrigued me, | wanted to share it with others.
The tune was an old ballad that we could hum
together, and each recalled a few of the lines, but
not the title. Something to do with a spinning
wheel on a stormy night, and the old mother
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dozing by the fireside; she heard some tapping at
the lattice and the daughter (Eileen?) paused her
spinning to say that it was just the ivy tapping at
the window, dear Mother; once the old lady was
asleep, the daughter slipped out to meet her lover,
the spinning wheel slowing down after she left...

When | asked her for a copy of the poem about the
Wallaceville event, she went back and wrote it out
for me. I've since viewed on video link the two
dances mentioned — the "Earl of Errol" dance was
quite spectacular and | could not help but wonder
if it is ever done today, especially in New Zealand.

“The Naughty Poneke cam' up the Hutt River

To show us at Wallaceville 'Fergus McKeever’
And, save their guid broadswords, the blade of
the flax

They wore nothing but kilt — they were bare to
their backs.

With hongi and haka they greeted each couple
Progressed by poussettes into triangles double
Then turned, ‘Earl of Errol’-wise, when they were
through

And silently paddled off in their canoe.

Sae braw and sae bonny, with mere and tiki
Did ye er’ see the likes of the Naughty Poneke?”

My notes since reading the above — Well, for
starters, | guess we'd need to be seen to be P.C.
these days, but it has historical value somewhere,
and I'd like to know more about the event.

Also, | googled the instructions for the two dances
quoted: Waverley/Ferqus Mclvor, well OK, but the
Earl of Errol? It was beautifully done on the video,
superb, 1'd say. But how difficult!

Does any current dancer in NZ have any
information about what must have been quite a
spectacle at the time? She added that the dancers
had needed special Maori permission to cut down
the flax they had used for part of the 'props’.

My interest was piqued when Janet told me this
poem, as | had been a newly-wed in Trentham in
1965, and Wallaceville was the next suburb north. |
was not a dancer then, and had not heard of this
story anywhere else.

My request is for some publicity to be given to
Janet's poem to see if anybody out there can shed
more light on the date, place, participants, etc. of
this event. Janet thinks the it took place in the
mid-1950s. She did mention escorting a visiting
dancer (Hugh someone, surname since forgotten)
around the South Island while he was here, as
Christchurch was her home, and she had danced in
Dunedin.

So, is this something your Kiwi News magazine can
handle? As you can imagine, at Janet's age, time is
of the essence.”

Jean Whyte

| would love to hear from any readers/dancers who
might be able to recall this event. Please email me at
editor@rscdsnzb.org.nz, and | will pass it on to Jean.

Désirée Patterson, Editor

Cost:$25/Dancer

Richmond Scottish Country Dance Club, on behalf of the Nelson Marlborough Region
Invite you to join us for St Andrew’s Dance — Saturday 27*" November 2021
Richmond Town Hall, 9 Cambridge Street, Richmond, Nelson

7:00pm drinks & nibbles ; 7:30pm dancing
Music : The Dunwofflin Ceilidh Band — lain Matcham & Jason Morris

For more details or programme contact Christine 03-5440902 or richmond@dancescottish.org.nz



https://youtu.be/UvulobdVBps
https://youtu.be/12CQa1z9mBY
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Dance to an Authentic Scottish Sound
with

experienced, accomplished musicians

All SCD events - formals, clubs, classes

Aileen Logie - Midi‘d Accordion
n Hilary Ferral - Fiddle g

Jason Morris - Piano

Contact Aileen: aelogie@gmail.com
021 0206 3199

o NACPHEES

Order online at www.mcphees.co.nz
Ph 04 476 0139 Ph/Txt 021 587 315

SCD Footwear & Accessories held in stock.
Free overnight courier throughout NZ on all orders over $50.

Ghillie pumps for men & women. Now with Supershock insoles.
Ballet style pumps for women. Now with Supershock insoles.

Carried in Stock; SCD Pumps for Men and Women
5 Colours of Duchess; Black, Purple, Blue, Pewter and NEW
i F\ Champagne Gold.
. -

PO Box 17395, Karori, Welhngton
Ph 04 476 0139 Ph/Txt 021 587 315




