
President’s	Report 

Hi	everyone	


My	 first	 visit	 this	 year	 was	 to	 Whanganui	 at	 the	 end	 of	 April.	 I	 joined	 the	
Glendarroch	Club	members	at	their	monthly	social	dinner.	It	was	good	to	catch	
up	 with	 old	 friends	 and	 to	 meet	 so	 many	 new	 dancers.	 I	 also	 enjoyed	 an	
evening’s	dancing	 in	Whanganui	–	 this	time	meeting	the	new	and	not-so-new	
members	 on	 the	 dance	 floor.	Whilst	 in	 the	 North	 Island,	 I	 also	 attended	 the	
Hawke’s	 Bay	 Region	 afternoon	 dance.	 I	 thoroughly	 enjoyed	 the	 dance	 and	
meeting	so	many	new	people.	It	 is	so	good	talk	with	dancers	from	around	the	
country.	Thank	you,	Debbie	and	Paul,	for	your	hospitality	and	for	being	my	taxi	

drivers	to	all	the	dances.


This	 year,	 there	 are	 lots	 of	 clubs	 and	 regions	 that	 are	 celebrating	 special	 anniversaries.	 Some	 of	 the	
anniversary	dances	may	have	been	cancelled	due	to	Covid-19	last	year.	Whilst	I	will	do	my	best	to	attend	
as	many	of	the	anniversary	dances	as	I	can,	there	are	occasions	when	I	will	not	be	not	able	to	attend.	So,	
I	 would	 like	 to	 wish	 you	 all	 Happy	 Anniversary,	 on	 behalf	 of	 the	 New	 Zealand	 Branch.	 It	 is	 a	 great	
achievement	 to	 reach	 50,	 60,	 or	 70	 years	 of	 dancing.	 Each	 anniversary	 represents	 significant	
commitment	and	is	a	credit	to	all	dancers,	teachers,	and	committee	members,	past	and	present.	


Remember,	there	are	approximately	180	days	until	Summer	School	 in	Christchurch	(probably	more	like	
150,	 by	 the	 time	 you	 receive	 the	 Kiwi	 News).	 Register	 online,	 or	 contact	 Ian	 Marshall:	
ss2021@dancescottish.org.nz.


With	the	recent	threat	of	an	outbreak	of	Covid-19,	please	remember	to	keep	track	of	where	you	have	been.


Stay	safe,	Linda.


Linda	Glavin,	RSCDS	NZ	Branch	President


*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*	*


Region	grants


There	 has	 been	 an	 energetic	 response	 from	
Regions	 to	 the	 offer	 of	 Branch	 funds	 to	 support	
initiatives	putting	some	“zing”	into	dancing	after	a	
disrupted	2020.	Some	regions	have	used	the	funds	
to	 arrange	 events	 and	 these	 will	 no	 doubt	 form	
part	 of	 more	 detailed	 region	 reports,	 some	 have	
purchased	sound	equipment	or	publicity	materials.	

The	 Management	 Committee	 enjoyed	 seeing	 the	
enthusiasm	 in	all	 the	proposals	put	 forward.	Here	
is	a	thumbnail	sketch	of	what	has	happened	so	far.


Auckland	-	Northland


The	Auckland	Region	(both	the	Committee	and	the	
wider	community	of	dancers)	gave	a	lot	of	thought	
to	 possible	 initiatives.	 Most	 of	 the	 ideas	 were	
either	self-financing	or	required	only	minor	funds	–	
easily	done	within	 the	 resources	of	 the	Region	as	
“business	 as	 usual”	 –	 not	 surprising	 for	 a	 large	
region.	A	need	for	additional	publicity	material	was	
identified	and	the	Region	asked	for	a	grant	to	pay	
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for	two	double-sided	teardrop	banners	with	water-
fillable	 bases	 (I	 hope	 Auckland’s	 water	 shortages	
allow	them	to	be	filled!).	The	banners	make	use	of	
the	RSCDS	tartan.


Waikato	-	Bay	of	Plenty


As	expected,	WaiBoP	had	a	 lot	of	possible	 ideas	–	
covering	workshops,	advertising	and	equipment.	A	
grant	 was	 made	 towards	 the	 purchase	 of	 a	
portable	sound	system	for	region	events	and	to	be	
loaned	to	clubs	if	wanted.


Rangitikei


Rangitikei	boosted	 the	 impact	of	 a	newish	dancer	
day	class,	hosted	by	the	Ashhurst	club,	by	staging	a	
“Taking	 to	 the	Dance	 Floor”	 event	 in	 the	 evening	
after	 the	 class.	 The	 idea	 being	 to	 tempt	 the	 day	
school	participants	to	stay	on	for	a	casual	meal	and	
evening	 dance	 with	 live	 music	 –	 highlighting	 the	
social	 aspect	 of	 Scottish	 Country	 Dancing.	 One	
feature	 of	 this	 I	 particularly	 liked	 (wearing	 my	
Treasurer’s	hat)	was	that	the	financial	contribution	
to	the	whole	came	from	those	attending,	from	the	
host	club,	from	the	Region	and	from	the	Branch	–	
all	played	their	part.	


Wellington


Wellington	 has	 done	 some	 strategic	 planning	 to	
see	 exactly	 what	 role	 the	 Region	 should	 play	
(compared	 with	 that	 of	 clubs	 and	 Branch)	 in	
dancing	life.	The	Region	saw	the	Branch	funding	as	
being	 able	 to	 help	 it	 develop	 its	 role	 of	 providing	
resources	and	thus	purchased	a	portable	PA	with	a	
handheld	 wireless	 microphone;	 adding	 to	 the	
advertising	 banner	 and	 headset	 microphone	 that	
the	 Region	 had	 previously	 bought	 for	 use	 by	 the	
Region	and	clubs.


Nelson	–	Marlborough


Nelson-Marlborough	 had	 the	 idea	 of	 holding	 a	
weekend	 school	 at	 the	 exotic	 location	 of	 Hanmer	
Springs	–	not	a	place	 that	has	a	 SCD	group	–	and	
thus	 attracting	 people	 for	 a	 break	 away	 and	 not	
just	the	joy	of	the	classes.	Organising	an	event	well	
away	from	anyone’s	home	base	and	a	fair	distance	
from	airports	and	ferry	terminals	adds	to	costs	and	
meant	 that	 this	 was	 not	 an	 idea	 that	 could	 be	
carried	out	within	the	resources	of	the	Region.	The	
initiative	 obviously	 caught	 the	 imagination	 of	
many,	as	the	response	was	such	that	the	organisers	
had	to	put	a	limit	on	numbers	of	attendees.


Canterbury


Canterbury	 had	 a	 grant	 towards	 the	 costs	 of	 a	
ceilidh	held	early	in	the	dancing	year	and	followed	

by	 Beginners	 Classes.	 The	 ceilidh	 had	 a	 live	 band	
and	 excellent	 support,	 and	 received	 great	
feedback.


Otago


Otago	initially	wondered	about	the	additional	costs	
of	 live	 music	 for	 the	 Region	 dance,	 but	 as	 that	
could	 be	 accommodated	 within	 the	 Region’s	
existing	 resources	 (thank	 you	 to	 everyone	 who	
came	 to	 the	 Owaka	 Easter	 School	 in	 2019	 and	
contributed	 to	 the	 profit),	 it	 was	 given	 further	
thought.	 In	 the	 end,	 Otago’s	 project	 is	 long	 term	
and	it	is	too	early	to	give	details	of.	However,	since	
I	have	inside	knowledge,	I	can	say	I’m	very	keen	on	
the	 idea.	 No	money	 has	 been	 spent	 or	 asked	 for	
yet.	


Southland


Southland	 arranges	 all	 events	 through	 the	 three	
active	clubs	and	asked	for	a	grant	to	replace	some	
very	elderly	sound	equipment	 (I	enjoy	 listening	to	
my	 vinyl	 collection,	 but	would	 not	want	 to	 use	 it	
for	a	dance),	and	towards	the	costs	of	a	class	to	be	
held	in	2022.


Quentin	Currall,	Branch	Treasurer


RSCDS	New	Zealand

Summer	School

Christchurch	2021/22


Latest	News	from	the	Summer	School	Committee


Well,	we’re	now	over	halfway	through	the	year	so	
it’s	full	steam	ahead	to	Summer	School	–	hooray!


If	 you	 haven’t	 registered	 yet,	 please	 do	 so.	 And	
don’t	be	put	off	by	the	thought	of	filling	in	a	dreary	
long	 form	 …	 someone	 said	 to	 me	 today	 “If	 I’d	
known	how	much	fun	the	registration	form	was	I’d	
have	signed	up	much	sooner!”.	😋 	We’ve	already	
made	 the	 draw	 for	 our	 first	 Summer	 School	
Survival	Kits	and	the	winners	are	Katherine	Hoskyn	
(Auckland)	and	John	Sheard	(Canterbury).	The	next	
draw	 for	 two	more	 Survival	 Kits	 (value	 $80	 each)	
will	be	 in	August	–	so	 register	before	midnight	on	
31	July	to	go	in	that	draw	…	and	the	one	after	that!


Evening	 programmes	 are	 being	 finalised	 now,	 so	
these	will	go	out	to	all	clubs	 in	the	next	month	to	
help	 everyone	 prepare	 and	 stave	 off	 anxiety	
attacks.	 😋 	 I	 well	 remember	 my	 first	 Summer	
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School	and	how	exhausting	it	was	mentally	to	have	
night	 after	 night	 of	 briefed	 dances	 that	 I’d	 never	
come	across	before.	Our	hope	is	that	by	getting	the	
programmes	 out	 early,	 everyone	 will	 be	 able	 to	
relax	and	enjoy	themselves	every	night.	It’s	difficult	
to	 “dance	 with	 your	 soul”	 when	 you	 can’t	
remember	 if	 you’ve	 ever	 been	 taught	 what	 a	
bourrel	is.	😋 


This	 year’s	 Fancy	 Dress	 Night	 has	 the	 theme	
“Myths	and	Legends”,	so	get	your	thinking	cap	on	
and	 let	 your	 imagination	 run	 wild	 …	Will	 you	 be	
inspired	 by	 local	 legends	 of	 Maui	 or	 a	 mighty	
taniwha?	 Maybe	 the	 ancient	 myths	 of	 Greek,	
Roman	 or	 Norse	 gods	…	 Possibly	 a	more	modern	
legend	such	as	Fred	Dagg	or	Dame	Edna	Everage?	
Or	even	something	mystical	like	a	wizard	or	a	will-
o’-the-wisp?	 Whatever	 you	 choose,	 we’ll	 be	
looking	forward	to	sharing	a	magical	evening!


We	are	very	excited	 to	have	a	 full	 teachers’	exam	
course	 this	 year	 –	 10	 in	 total	 will	 be	 undertaking	
RSCDS	Teaching	Units.	This	bodes	very	well	for	the	
future	 of	 SCD	 in	 New	 Zealand.	 However,	 it	 does	
present	 a	 challenge	 –	 we	 will	 need	 plenty	 of	
stooges	 to	 help	 these	 would-be	 teachers	 to	
practice	 their	 skills.	 If	 you’d	 like	 to	 attend	 the	
School,	but	you’re	not	 too	sure	about	attending	a	
full-on	 class	 every	 morning,	 may	 be	 stooging	 for	
the	 Unit	 classes	 could	 be	 for	 you.	 Give	 it	 some	
thought.	😋 


It	is	possible	this	SCD	Summer	School	could	be	the	
biggest	in	our	region	(may	be	even	the	world,	given	
the	 ongoing	 Covid	 issues	 elsewhere),	 so	 we’re	
looking	 forward	 to	 a	 gaitherin	 –	 Oor	 Gaitherin	 -	
that	 will	 not	 soon	 be	 forgotten!	 I	 hope	 you’ll	
choose	to	be	part	of	it.	😋 	


Follow	this	link	to	find	out	more	information	and	to	
register:	www.dancescottish.org.nz/ss2021	


Ian	Marshall,	Summer	School	Organise


RSCDS	NZ	Branch	Shop	 	 	 	 


The	 shop	 will	 be	 available	 at	 the	 Hanmer	
Springs	weekend	at	the	end	of	July.

NEW	Book	from	Perth	and	Perthshire	Branch	to	
celebrate	their	95th	Anniversary	is	now	in	stock.

“Banffshire	90th	Anniversary”	book	and	CD	“A’	
the	 Best	 Again	 Fae	 Banffshire”	 are	 now	
available,	with	the	music	by	Ewan	Galloway	and	
Shona	MacFadyen.	


Also	 new	 in	 is	 a	 CD	 by	 Susie	 Simpson	 Trio	 –	
“Favourite	SCDs”.	

The	 “Short	 &	 Sweet”	 CD	 from	 the	 Dewhursts	
has	 21	 tunes	 for	 Reels,	 Jigs,	 Strathspeys,	 a	
Medley	 and	 a	 Waltz	 in	 a	 variety	 of	 lengths.	
Great	 for	 nights	 when	 you	 have	 only	 three	 or	
five	couples.	

“Robertson:	 a	Musical	 Heritage”	 –	 is	 a	 recent	
CD	from	Ian	Robertson	and	Muriel	Johnstone	–	
a	great	sound.

“Thirty	Popular	Dances	Vol.2”	Book	and	2	CDs,	
released	in	November	2019,	this	is	a	book	of	30	
dances	 which	 also	 includes	 some	 interesting	
information.	There	are	 two	CDs	 to	go	with	 it	–	
Part	1,	a	new	recording,	and	Part	2,	a	re-release	
of	RSCDS	archive	recordings.

Also	available	are	CDs	for	Books	50,	51	and	52,	
“The	 Belfast	 Platinum	 Anniversary”;	 “The	
Musician’s	 Wedding”	 –	 Marian	 Anderson;	
“Opus	Dance”	 –	 James	Gray;	“Heather	Hills”	 –	
Mara	Shea	&	Dave	Wiesler;	“Reel	Friends”	Book	
2	and	3	by	Ann	Dix	and	matching	CDs.

The	full	range	of	CDs	in	stock,	and	the	tracks	on	
each,	 is	 listed	 in	 the	 catalogue	 on	 the	 Branch	
website.	The	book	catalogue	is	also	available	on	
the	Branch	website.

For	all	enquiries	please	contact	Sue	Pearson:		 


- Email:	Shop@dancescottish.org.nz	

- NZ	Branch	Website

- Snailmail:	C/-	21	Stafford	Street,	Wanganui	4501


Easter	School	in	Lawrence


The	2020	South	Island	Easter	School	was	originally	
planned	 (at	 fairly	 short	 notice)	 as	 a	 low	 key	 local	
affair.	The	deferral	to	2021	due	to	Covid-19	led	to	a	
doubling	of	registrations	from	all	over	the	country	
–	 thanks	 to	 the	 longer	 notice	 period,	 pent-up	
demand,	and	dedicated,	enthusiastic	support	from	
dancers.	 In	 the	 end,	 74	 people	 with	 experience	
ranging	 from	 one	 year	 upwards	 came	 for	 the	
classes	 and	 more	 came	 along	 for	 the	 evening	
dances.
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Based	 in	 Lawrence	 –	 a	 small,	 historic	Otago	 town	
(the	 location	 of	 NZ’s	 first	 gold	 rush)	 –	 there	 was	
plenty	 of	 community	 support	 for	 the	 event,	 with	
saltires	 displayed	 in	 many	 shop	 windows,	 large	
welcoming	banners	at	the	edge	of	town,	and	great	
coverage	by	the	Otago	Daily	Times.


Classes	 were	 offered	 at	 three	 levels	 and	 the	
teachers	were	from	the	North	Island,	so	that	 local	
dancers	 had	 a	 change	 from	 those	 they	 might	
usually	encounter.	Registration	numbers	were	such	
that	 the	 local	 halls	 were	 not	 big	 enough	 for	
combined	 events,	 so	 the	 Coronation	 Hall,	 half	 an	
hour	away	in	the	town	of	Milton,	was	used	for	the	
Saturday	formal	dance	and	the	Monday	combined	
class.	 This	 is	 a	 wonderful	 building	 dating	 from	
1905,	oozing	with	the	confidence	and	civic	pride	of	
the	early	20th	century.	


A	 particular	 highlight	 in	 the	 combined	 class	 on	
Monday	 was	 Elaine	 Goldthorpe	 teaching	 Eddy	
West’s	 	dance	The	Waipu	Wanderers	 –	danced	 to	
the	 tune	 of	 the	 same	 name,	 written	 by	 Sharlene	
Penman,	who	was	playing	at	 the	 school.	The	ODT	
reporter	 happened	 to	 video	 the	 dance	 and	 was	
happy	to	provide	a	copy	–	to	Elaine’s	great	delight.


The	 experience	 of	 this	 school	 –	 pent-up	
enthusiasm	after	a	year	of	limited	dancing	events	–	
gives	 me	 optimism	 for	 the	 future.	 Entering	 the	
beautifully	 prepared	 large	 shed	 (it	 looked	 like	 a	
popular	restaurant/bar	in	a	major	city)	used	for	the	
school	 dinner	 on	 Sunday,	 I	 was	 struck	 by	 the	

tremendous	 atmosphere	 –	 people	 of	 all	 dance	
experience	 (and	 non-dancing	 partners)	 from	 all	
over	 the	 country	 talking	 and	 laughing	 together.	
Such	fun!


Rangitikei	Region


“Taking	to	the	Dance	Floor”


The	 Rangitikei	 Region	was	 successful	 in	 obtaining	
funding	 from	the	NZ	Branch	to	“inject	energy	and	
joy	 into	 dancing”	 following	 the	 disruption	 of	 last	
year.	 Recognising	 that	 newer	 dancers	 commonly	
find	 it	daunting	 to	go	 to	 formal	dances,	Rangitikei	
Region	used	the	funding	to	put	on	an	event	called		
“Taking	 to	 the	 Dance	 Floor”	 –	 in	 essence,	 an	
evening	suitable	for	dancers	at	all	levels,	aiming	to	
highlight	 the	 social	 side	 of	 Scottish	 country	
dancing.	


The	 Region	 piggy-backed	 on	 a	 day	 school	 for	
beginner/intermediate	 dancers	 hosted	 by	 the	
Ashhurst	 Club,	 and	 offered,	 after	 the	 day	 class,	 a	

casual	 meal	 and	 evening	 dance	 with	 live	 music.	
The	 	idea	was	to	entice	the	day	class	attendees	on	
to	 a	 social	 experience	 in	 a	 supportive	 and	
encouraging	situation.	The	region	aimed	to	do	this	
by	having	an	accessible	dance	programme	of	only	
two	 hours	 duration,	 finishing	 early,	 so	 that	 most	
people	 could	get	home	at	 a	 reasonable	hour,	 and	
asking	a	minimal	entry	fee	for	the	meal	and	dance.	


Melva	 Waite	 was	 invited	 to	 act	 as	 MC,	 and	 she	
devised	 a	 programme	 of	 straightforward,	 but	
engaging	 dances,	 making	 use	 of	 many	 of	 the	
formations	 covered	 at	 the	 day	 school.	 This,	 of	
course,	 involved	 close	 consultation	 with	 the	 day	
school	 tutors,	 Gaye	 and	 Damon	 Collin.	 The	 band,	
Airs	 and	 Graces,	 was	 also	 involved	 in	 discussions	
around	 the	 programme	 as	 it	 was	 developed.	 On	
the	night,	Melva	briefed	the	dances	 in	such	a	way	
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Gaye	Collin	teaches	the	Ashhurst	day	school

Welcome	to	Lawrence

Friday	night	opening	social	–	you	can	see	why	a	bigger	hall	
was	needed	for	Saturday
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that	the	first	couple	was	able	to	walk	through	each	
dance	 during	 the	 briefing.	 All	 dancers	 from	 the	
Rangitikei	 and	 neighbouring	 regions	were	 invited,	
with	 the	 ‘sales	 pitch’	 aimed	 at	 those	 who	 feel	
unconfident	 about	 dancing	 outside	 the	 familiarity	
of	their	own	clubs.	Experienced	dancers	were	also	
encouraged	 to	 come	 so	 they	 could	 assist	 the	 less	
confident.	


Did	 we	 inject	 extra	 energy	 and	 joy	 into	 dancing?	
We	 think	 we	 did.	 There	 were	 28	 dancers	 at	
Ashhurst’s	day	school,	most	of	whom	stayed	on	for	
the	evening.	Furthermore,	many	others	came	from	
the	 Rangitikei,	 Wellington	 and	 Hawke’s	 Bay/East	
Coast	regions	for	the	meal	and	dance.	There	were	
at	 least	 six	 sets	 on	 the	 dance	 floor	 at	 any	 time,	
with	 enough	dancers	 available	 to	 allow	people	 to	

take	the	opportunity	for	a	break	if	they	wished.	


The	numbers	suggest	the	event	was	successful,	but	
what	did	more	 to	 convince	us	 that	we	 succeeded	
were	 the	 comments!	 For	 example:	 “A	 wonderful	
event	 last	 night.	 The	 concept	 of	 the	 class	 with	
‘their’	 ball	 to	 follow	 –	 was	 just	 perfect	 in	 every	
way”;	“I	had	a	really	great	day	and	evening	with	a	
very	 friendly	 happy	 group”;	 “I	 loved	 the	
weekend,	 really	enjoyed	 it	and	came	away	 feeling	
more	 confident”;	 “I	 had	 a	 lovely	 day,	 and	 look	
forward	 to	 the	 next	 one!”.	 It	 is	 safe	 to	 say	 that	
comments	 like	 these	 were	 beyond	 our	 wildest	
dreams!

How	 did	 we	 spend	 the	 funding	 from	 NZ	 Branch?	
The	 funding	 covered	 hall	 hire,	 the	 band	 fee,	 a	
donation	 to	 a	 local	 Venturer	 Scouts’	 group	 for	
assistance	 in	 the	 kitchen	 and	 most	 of	 a	 travel	
subsidy	 to	 the	Rangitikei	 region’s	 clubs.	 The	 latter	
was	thought	to	be	important	because	our	region	is	
geographically	 large,	 and	 cost	 of	 travelling	 is	
sometimes	a	barrier	 to	attendance	at	other	clubs’	
events.	 The	 remaining	 costs	were	 covered	 by	 the	
nominal	entry	fees	to	the	meal	and	dance.	The	day	
school	 was	 run	 completely	 independently	 by	 the	

Ashhurst	Club	and	made	no	use	of	the	grant	or	the	
Region’s	funds.


The	 Rangitikei	 Region	 is	 extremely	 grateful	 to	 NZ	
Branch	 for	 the	 opportunity	 to	 put	 on	 such	 an	
event.	 Without	 the	 stimulus	 of	 the	 funding’s	
intent,	the	Rangitikei	Region	might	not	have	come	
up	with	the	idea.	The	Rangitikei	Region	also	thanks	
its	own	clubs	for	providing	the	meal	and	all	others	
involved	 in	 organising	 and	 conducting	 the	 day	
school	and	evening	events.	


The	 organisers	 were	 delighted	 by	 the	 overall	
response	and	will	consider	some	type	of	follow-up	
or	repeat	event.	If	we	were	to	offer	a	similar	event,	
what	 is	 one	 thing	 we	 would	 do	 differently?	
Nominate	 someone	 to	 be	 ‘official’	 photographer!	
We	completely	forgot.


Joy	Parsons,	on	behalf	of	the	Rangitikei	Region	committee	


Ngaio	Club’s	50th	Anniversary


On	8	May,	the	Ngaio	Club	in	Wellington	celebrated	
its	 50th	 anniversary	 in	 style.	 We	 organised	 two	
events	 for	 the	 day:	 a	 late-afternoon	 social	 event	
with	 a	 light	 dinner,	 followed	 by	 our	 50th	 formal	
dance	in	the	evening.


A	 lot	of	 research	went	 into	creating	 the	 invitation	
list	 for	 the	 afternoon	 event,	 tracking	 down	 the	
current	whereabouts	of	as	many	past	members	as	
possible	 from	 old	 minutes	 and	 membership	 lists.	
We	 ended	 up	 with	 50	 current,	 past,	 and	 present	
members	 attending	 the	 afternoon	 social.	 The	
Ngaio	Scout	Hall	was	a	great	venue	 for	 the	social,	
as	attendees	could	park	and	walk	the	less	than	five	
minutes	 to	 get	 to	 the	 Ngaio	 Town	 Hall	 for	 the	
dance	in	the	evening.


We	decorated	the	Scout	Hall	with	gold	decorations	
–	 including	 beautiful	 autumn	 leaves.	 Our	 barman	
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Gaylene,	Melva	(MC),	and	Pat	(barman)
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Pat	Waite	was	 resplendent	 in	 gold	 attire,	 and	 the	
local	 North	 Wellington	 Save	 the	 Children	 Branch	
ladies	 catered	our	dinner	as	a	 fundraiser	 for	 their	
group.	 All	 the	 club	 photograph	 albums	 and	
previous	 dance	 programs	 were	 on	 display	 to	
encourage	 more	 than	 a	 few	 trips	 down	 memory	
lane.	With	 SCD	 music	 playing	 in	 the	 background,	
everybody	was	 in	 the	mood	 to	 enjoy	 themselves.	
There	were	six	past	presidents	in	attendance	along	
with	two	of	our	life	members.


The	Ngaio	 Town	Hall	 was	 decked	 out	 in	 gold	 and	
black	for	the	evening’s	dancing.	There	was	a	fabric	
backdrop	behind	the	band	with	“50	Ngaio”	in	huge	
gold	 balloon	 lettering.	 Fifty	 gold	 balloons	 were	
hung	 around	 the	 hall,	 with	 shimmery	 gold	 tinsel	
fountains	along	the	front	of	the	stage.	We	had	also	
printed	A4	photos	of	club	events	that	were	on	the	
walls	for	dance	goers	to	spot	themselves	in.


The	 hall	 filled	 with	 approximately	 a	 hundred	
dancers	 and	 visitors.	 Club	 tutor	Melva	Waite	was	
the	MC	 for	 the	evening	and	had	anecdotes	about	
all	 the	dances	 and	why	 she	had	 included	 them	 in	
the	 programme,	 as	 many	 related	 to	 club	 history	
and	 significant	 events.	 The	 first	 dance	was	 Salute	
to	Summer	which	was	devised	by	Ngaio’s	first	tutor	
Marie	Malcolm,	who	taught	the	club	for	38	years.	
Also	 included	 in	 the	 program	 was	 The	 Reverend	
John	Macfarlane,	devised	by	former	club	tutor	and	
life	member	Gary	Morris.	Maureen	Robson’s	dance	
New	 Year	 Jig	 was	 also	 on	 the	 programme,	 as	
Maureen	 gained	 her	 Teacher’s	 Certificate	 under	
Marie’s	coaching.	But	the	most	prestigious	event	of	
the	club’s	50	years	was	the	visit	of	Miss	Milligan	in	
1974	to	our	third	annual	dance,	so	naturally,	Miss	
Milligan’s	Strathspey	had	to	be	included.


The	 band	 was	 wonderful	 and	 really	 entered	 into	
the	 spirit	 of	 the	 evening.	We	 are	 very	 grateful	 to	
Aileen	Logie,	Hilary	Ferral	and	Jason	Morris	for	the	

lovely	music	 they	 provided.	 Aileen	 composed	 the	
lead	 tune	 for	 a	 new	 dance	 Melva	 devised	 to	
celebrate	 the	 occasion,	 a	 five-couple	 strathspey	
called	Ngaio	Gold.


Just	 before	 supper,	 there	 was	 a	 short	 speech	 by	

our	current	President,	Andrea	Lynch.	Club	member	
Doug	 Sinclair	 piped	 in	 the	 50th	 Anniversary	 cake,	
carried	by	Margaret	Pitt,	who	has	been	dancing	at	
Ngaio	club	for	38	years.	The	cake	was	cut	by	two	of	
our	life	members,	Gary	Morris	and	Dame	Margaret	
Sparrow.


A	big	thanks	to	all	those	who	joined	us	to	celebrate	
our	50	years	–	both	events	were	a	lovely	reflection	
of	 the	 joy	 and	 friendships	 that	we	 have	 all	 found	
through	 our	 involvement	 with	 Scottish	 Country	
Dancing.	


Andrea	Lynch,	Ngaio	Club	President


Ngaio	Post	Script


Ngaio	 Club’s	 highly	 skilled	 photographer	 friends,	
Loralee	Hyde	and	 John	Patterson,	very	generously	
took	 some	 fabulous	 photos	 of	 our	 dinner	 and	
dance	for	us.	


Our	 committee	 recently	 had	 a	 potluck	 dinner	 at	
Andrea’s	 house	 for	 us	 to	 review	 the	 150	 photos	
taken,	so	that	we	could	select	the	favourites	to	put	
into	a	photo	book	as	a	record	of	our	event.	It	was	a	
fun	 night	 for	 us	 all,	 both	 with	 the	 delicious	 food	
and	revelry	as	to	which	photos	to	use.


Moira	Scott,	Ngaio	Club	Secretary
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The	première	of	the	new	dance	Ngaio	Gold,	as	MC	and	
deviser	Melva	Waite	looks	on

Perusing	the	club	photo	albums
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Scottish	Society	Christchurch


After	having	had	to	change	the	date	for	our	Annual	
Dance	 from	April	 to	October	 last	 year,	 due	 to	 the	
lockdown,	it	was	great	this	year	to	be	able	to	hold	
our	Annual	Dance	on	11	April.	


Last	year,	when	we	went	 to	 the	October	date,	we	
held	the	Annual	Dance	on	a	Sunday	afternoon,	and	
as	 this	 was	 successful,	 we	 decided	 this	 year	 to	
hold	it	on	a	Sunday	afternoon	again,	which	proved	
to	be	the	right	decision.	We	had	a	great	afternoon,	
with	 lots	 of	 dancers	 attending,	 and	 enjoying	 the	
good	programme	put	together	by	our	tutor.	To	be	
able	 to	 catch	 up	 with	 dancers	 after	 a	 disruptive	
year	was	very	pleasing.	We	hope	and	trust	that	we	
can	continue	to	dance	the	months	away.


Maree	Comfort	and	Shirley	Dabinett	


Canterbury	Winter	Weekend


The	 Canterbury	 Region’s	 Winter	 Weekend,	 held	
over	 Queen’s	 Birthday	 weekend,	 was	 very	 well	
received	 by	 those	 who	 attended.	 The	 comments	
and	 accolades	 at	 the	 end	 of	 the	 weekend	 were	
hugely	 heart-warming.	 It	 was	 a	 very	 full-on	
weekend	and	we	certainly	needed	the	Monday	off	
to	rest	up.		


Our	 tutors	 Linda	 Glavin	 and	 Sue	 Lindsay,	 and	
musicians	Clare	Simpson	and	Lorraine	Gray,	did	an	
excellent	 job	 and	 all	 the	 dancers	 left	 having	
learned	 so	 much.	 Our	 Saturday	 night	 social	 was	
very	 well	 attended	 and	 the	 programme	 was	
wonderful.	We	were	also	thrilled	to	see	our	Family	
Social	on	the	Sunday	afternoon	so	well	attended	by	
many,	with	ages	ranging	from	4	to	84!	


Wonderful	 to	 see	 everyone	 on	 the	 floor	 and	 the	
encouragement	to	beginners	was	tremendous.


Aileen	Taylor,	Canterbury	Region	President


Caledonian	SCD	Club


Since	 the	 beginning	 of	 this	 year,	 the	 Caledonian	
Club	 has	 increased	 its	 numbers	 in	 leaps	 and	
bounds.	 We	 have	 some	 complete	 beginner	
dancers,	 as	 well	 as	 dancers	 who	 are	 returning	 to	
dancing	after	a	break.	


We	 are	 lucky	 to	 have	 another	 room	 off	 the	main	
hall	 where	 our	 teacher	 Lorraine	Whaley	 can	 take	
the	beginners	and	teach	them	the	basic	steps	and	
formations.	


Meanwhile,	 back	 in	 the	 main	 hall,	 we	 have	 four	
very	experienced	and	competent	dancers	who	take	
it	in	turn	to	brief	dances	for	the	general	class,	until	
Lorraine	returns	to	continue	with	her	programme.	
It	all	works	like	clockwork!


As	 you	 can	 see	 by	 the	 smiling	 faces	 of	 our	
beginners,	 this	 works	 well	 for	 them	 too,	 giving	
them	 not	 only	 the	 time	 they	 need	 to	 learn	 by	
themselves,	but	also	giving	 them	a	chance	 to	 join	
in	the	general	class	where	the	club	members	keep	
them	on	the	right	track.	It	is	a	win-win	situation	for	
everyone.


Frances	Williamson


Nelson	Club	High	Tea	dance


The	 Nelson	 Club	 has	 developed	 a	 tradition	 of	
holding	an	afternoon	High	Tea	dance	each	autumn,	
with	 a	programme	of	 easy	 and/or	 familiar	dances	
so	 that	 everyone	 can	 join	 in.	We	have	 acquired	 a	
collection	 of	 fine	 china	 cups,	 saucers	 and	 bread-
and-butter	 plates,	 which	 we	 bring	 out	 each	 year	
and	we	serve	a	traditional	high	tea	of	scones,	club	
sandwiches	and	cake.	


This	 year	 we	 were	 incredibly	 fortunate	 to	 have	
Lynne	Scott	and	Sharlene	Penman	playing	for	us	–	
a	 real	 treat	 for	 our	 isolated	 city.	 We	 hired	 the	
Trafalgar	Street	Hall	 for	 the	occasion	and	five	sets	
of	 dancers	 danced	 all	 afternoon,	 greatly	 enjoying	
the	music	and	the	opportunity	to	get	together.


Kelly	Walker


Queen’s	Birthday	Weekend	School


Lights	on	in	the	College	Hall,	a	full	carpark,	sounds	
of	 laughter,	 ladies	 in	 pretty	 dresses,	men	 in	 their	
kilts;	 music	 –	 a	 keyboard,	 fiddle	 and	 the	 deep,	
vibrant	sound	of	a	viola	–	ah,	Glenfiddle	Band	from	
Auckland	 is	 playing	 at	 the	 Queen’s	 Birthday	

7



Kiwi	News		—		July	2021

Weekend	 School	 in	 Otorohanga	 –	 near	 the	
geographical	 centre	 of	 the	 North	 Island	 of	 New	
Zealand.


Classes	 to	 challenge,	 encourage	 and	 expand	 skills	
for	 Elementary,	 Intermediate,	 Low	 Impact	 and	
Advanced	 Technique,	 taught	 by	 Gaye	 Collin,	
Katherine	 Uren,	 Damon	 Collin	 and	 Helen	 Smythe	
respectively.	 Each	 class	 had	 a	 musician	 or	 two	
providing	 the	music	 –	 those	 from	Glenfiddle,	plus	
Glenice	Saunders	and	Margie	O’Connor.	The	ball	on	
Saturday	 danced	 to	 Glenfiddle	 –	 Anne-Marie	
Forsyth	 on	 viola,	 Sharlene	 Penman	 on	 keyboard	
and	 Margaret	 Peace	 on	 violin.	 Dances	 were	
‘walked	 to	 the	 brief’	 to	 help	 the	 newer	 dancers.	
Most	 dances	 were	 familiar	 to	 Waikato/Bay	 of	
Plenty	 folk,	 but	 less	 so	 to	 those	 from	 Auckland,	
Wellington	 and	 places	 in	 between.	 Ian	 Powrie’s	
Farewell	 to	 Auchterarder	 and	 The	 First	 Rain	 of	
Spring	got	a	repeat	but	no	others,	as	we	still	had	to	
find	 legs	 for	 a	 combined	 class	 and	 then	 the	
Kiwiana-themed	ceilidh	on	Sunday	evening.


The	 ceilidh	 was	 superbly	MC’d	 by	 Damon	 –	 alias	
Fred	Dagg,	and	his	mates	Bruce,	Bruce	and	Bruce.	
Folk	 from	 our	 town	 came	 and	 joined	 in,	 having	
seen	 the	 advertisement	 in	 our	 local	 paper.	 A	
highlight	was	 a	display	of	 line	dancing,	with	 eight	
dancers,	 coordinated	 by	 Glenna	 James.	 After	 the	
demonstration,	 everyone	 was	 invited	 to	 join	 in.	
Much	fun,	though	tough	on	the	brain,	at	the	end	of	
the	school.	


Dancing	to	the	expanded	band	–	now	consisting	of	
seven	 fiddles	 and	 a	 viola,	 drums,	 recorder,	
accordions	 and	 keyboards	 –	 filling	 the	 stage	 and	
the	hall	with	fabulous,	toe-tapping	music.


Laughter,	 companionship,	 fun,	 friendship	 and	
fitness	 all	 present	 in	 a	 wonderful	 weekend	 of	
dancing.


Jane	McIlroy


More	about	the	QB	WE	School	 


I	 attended	 the	 Queen’s	 Birthday	Weekend	 School	
at	Otorohanga.	The	weather	was	ideal	for	a	winter	
school,	 cool	 and	 cloudy	with	 just	 a	 little	 rain,	 but	
the	hospitality	was	warm.


The	 host	 club,	 Te	 Awamutu	 SCD	 Club,	 is	 a	 small	
group.	 Extra	 support	 came	 from	 the	 quintet	 of	
non-dancing	 men	 who	 poured	 tea,	 ladled	 soup,	
washed	 dishes,	 shifted	 tables,	 and	 always	 had	 a	
cheerful	 comment.	 The	 men	 also	 sang	 the	
Chesdale	Cheese	song	as	a	Kiwiana	item.


If	you	weren't	 there,	you	missed	a	wonderful	SCD	
weekend.


Shelley	McConnel
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Trying	out	line	dancing	at	the	Sunday	night	Ceilidh	at	Queen’s	Birthday	Weekend

A	wonderful	supper	–	we	were	well	fed!	
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West	Coast


Change	 is	 the	 “new	 normal”,	 and	 this	 has	 been	
more	noticeable	this	year	at	the	Greymouth	Club.


Our	 tutor	 Avis	 Harper,	 who	 began	 dancing	 in	
Greymouth	 in	1970,	has	moved	with	her	husband	
Barry	 to	 Christchurch.	 Greymouth's	 loss	 is	
Christchurch's	 gain!	Avis	has	held	 the	positions	of	
Secretary,	 Treasurer,	 both	 at	 Region	 and	 Club	
levels,	and	along	with	Mary	Thomas	has	very	ably	
tutored	 our	 club	 for	 many	 years.	 	 We	 miss	 her	
dedication,	 positive	 nature	 and	 calmness	 when	
dancers	go	astray!


A	 lot	 of	 extra	work	by	Avis	was	 evident	 for	 social	
events	(especially	quizzes),	and	Avis	and	Barry	have	
been	excellent	hosts	to	visiting	tutors	and	dancing	
friends.	 We	 wish	 them	 both	 well	 as	 they	 enjoy	
Retirement	Village	life.


The	club	nights	(back	to	Mondays)	are	now	jointly	
led	by	Margaret	Wetherall	and	Tracey	Makinson.		


The	 Hokitika	 Club	 ran	 Beginners’	 sessions	 for	 the	
month	 of	 April.	 They	 commenced	 at	 5:15	 pm	 for	
approximately	one	hour	and	ran	for	four	weeks.	It	
was	a	good	opportunity	for	people	to	give	dancing	
a	try	and	even	though	numbers	were	low,	the	seed	
is	 sown.	 Both	 clubs	 enjoy	 attending	 each	 other’s	
social	events.


We	hope	with	all	the	Kiwi	News	travellers	heading	
to	 unseen	parts	 of	NZ,	we	 can	welcome	 them	on	
the	dance	floor	 in	Greymouth	 (Monday	nights)	or	
Hokitika	(Wednesday	nights).


Margaret	Wetherall


Wellington	clubs	support	live	music


The	 Wellington	 Region	 consists	 of	 twelve	 SCD	
clubs,	 which	 meet	 weekly	 to	 learn	 new	 dances,	
train	new	dancers	and	generally	keep	our	dancing	
technique	up	to	scratch.	But	as	well	as	supporting	
the	 dancing	 public,	 many	 of	 these	 clubs	 are	
providing	 a	 great	 opportunity	 for	 musicians	 to	
hone	 their	 skills	 in	 playing	 for	 classes	 and	 social	
events.		


Some	clubs	regularly	have	live	music	once	or	twice	
a	 month,	 which	 gives	 budding	 musicians	 an	
ongoing	 series	 of	 goals	 to	 prepare	 for.	 In	 other	
clubs,	 this	may	 be	 a	 little	 less	 frequent,	 but	 they	
are	 opening	 their	 doors	more	 and	more.	 Dancers	
are	generous	with	their	praise	and	encouragement,	
and	 it’s	 great	 to	 see	 newer	musicians	 growing	 in	

such	a	welcoming	environment.	More	experienced	
musicians	value	these	opportunities	too,	as	it	gives	
them	 the	 chance	 to	 work	 on	 technique,	 try	 out	
new	sets	of	tunes	and	garner	feedback.


In	 addition,	 many	 clubs	 regularly	 invite	 local	
musicians	 to	play	 for	 their	 Tartan	Nights,	 and	 this	
p rov i de s	 oppo r tun itie s	 fo r	 deve l op i ng	
management	and	performance	skills	on	top	of	the	
technical	 skills	 needed	 on	 musical	 instruments.	
There’s	 more	 to	 it	 than	 you	 might	 think,	 from	
negotiating	venue	arrangements,	setting	up	sound	
equipment,	 working	 with	 an	 MC	 through	 the	
event,	and	managing	packing	up	afterwards.	Not	to	
mention	playing	the	right	notes,	at	the	right	speed,	
with	 as	much	 “Scottishness”	 as	 can	 be	mustered!	
These	opportunities	are	gold	for	musicians.


The	 generosity	 of	many	of	Wellington’s	 SCD	 clubs	
over	 the	 last	 few	 years	 has	 resulted	 in	 no	 fewer	
than	 five	 local	musicians	 being	 invited	 to	 play	 for	
Summer	 School	 this	 year.	 Thank	 you	 to	 all	 who	
support	us.	See	you	at	Summer	School!	


Lynne	Scott


9

Upcoming Events 

Burnside	SCD	Club	Annual	Dance


14	August,		starting	at	7.30pm

Scottish	Society	Hall,	


Cnr	Edgeware/Caledonian	Roads

									Christchurch


There	will	be	supper	and	a	raffle

We	hope	to	see	you	there
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        Glendarroch SCD Club

Invites	you	to	our	

Formal	Dance	


Saturday	25	September	2021


Carlton	School	Hall,	Carlton	Ave,	Wanganui


Music	by	Scottish	Saltire


Time:	2:00	-	5:00	pm

Followed	by	light	refreshments


Admission:	RSCDS	members	$15,	non-
members	$18,	Spectators	$7,	Children	$5


Raffle

								Auckland	Region


Dates	for	August	-	October	2021


Visiting	Auckland?

Like	to	know	dates	for	region	social	

events?


August	7:			Very	Advanced	&	advanced	classes	with	
Fiona	Bullivant


August	21:			St	Heliers	Dance


August	28:			Theme	Class	-	Hugh	Foss	dances	with	
Neil	Horne


Sept	4:			Waipu	Anniversary	Dance	(postponed	
from	2020)


Sept	11:		Innes	Club	60th	Anniversary	Ball	at	St	
Aidans


Sept	25:			Auckland	Region	Spring	Class	and	Dance	-	
to	welcome	new	dancers	


Oct	3:	 	Whangarei	Afternoon	Dance


Oct	10:		Howick	Afternoon	Dance


Oct	16:		Waiheke	Club	40th	Anniversary	Afternoon	
Dance	(postponed	from	2020)


For	more	details	–	see	www.aucklandscd.org.nz	or	
email	info@aucklandscd.org.nz.


						Tawa	SCD	Club


			Invites	dancers	to	our	

										Annual	Dance


Saturday	18	September	2021,	7:30	pm


Ngaio	Town	Hall,	Ottawa	Road,	Ngaio


Music	by	

Aileen	Logie,	Hilary	Ferral	and	Jason	Morris


http://www.aucklandscd.org.nz
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McPhee’s  
Order online at www.mcphees.co.nz 
Ph 04 476 0139 Ph/Txt 021 587 315 

Sashes & Scarves 

PO Box 17395, Karori, Wellington  
 Ph 04 476 0139    Ph/Txt 021 587 315 

Casual & Traditional Kilts, 
Kilt Repairs & Alterations 

Carried in Stock; SCD Pumps for Men and Women. 
5 Colours of Duchess; Black, Purple, Blue, Pewter and 

NEW Champagne Gold. 

SCD Footwear & Accessories held in stock.  
Free overnight courier throughout NZ on all orders over $50. 

Top Brand Ghillie pumps for men & women. Now with Supershock insoles. 

Ballet style pumps for women. Now with Supershock insoles. Kilt Regalia 
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I	have	a	“spare	page”,	so	I	may	as	well	use	it	up	by	adding	a	few		extra	photos.

Désirée	Patterson,	Editor
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Ngaio	50th	Anniversary
The	bow	and	curtsey	at	the	end	of	The	Robertson	Rant

Ngaio	Life	Members	Gary	Morris	and	Dame	
Margaret	Sparrow	cut	the	Anniversary	cake

Easter	School	in	Lawrence

Elaine	Goldthorpe	teaching	The	Waipu	Wanderers

Airs	&	Graces	share	a	joke	with	the	MC	at	the	Rangitikei	
Dance

Wellington	dancers	demonstrate	for	Jeanette	Watson	in	the	
Combined	Class


