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President’s Report

Dear Members

| hope you and your families had a great Easter.

The dancing year started with a few bumps, thanks to some new cases of covid-19
placing us all back in lockdown.

| have started to plan some of my travels for this year — | will be attending the
Upper Hutt’s 50th and the Wellington Region’s 60th anniversary dances. | will be in
Wellington from 6 to 14 August, and am looking forward to visiting local clubs. The

Easter School in the Otago Region will be underway as | write this article, and lots
more day/weekend schools and anniversary dances to follow. Coming up next will be the Teachers’
Refresher course being held in Wellington on 17 and 18 April.

Wishing you all a great dancing year.

Linda Glavin, RSCDS NZ Branch President
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From the Branch

From the Branch Secretary

AGM 2 January 2021

Thank you to those who have emailed regarding
omissions from the AGM minutes. The amended
minutes are now available on the Branch website.
If you do not have access to the website and would
like a copy of the minutes, please write to NZ
Branch Secretary, PO Box 350, Wellington 6014.

Branch Directories and Calendar

| apologise to all those affected by the mistakes in
this year's Blue Pages. The most up-to-date
information can be found on the Branch website.

Please note Linda Glavin's new phone number: 022
165 6699.

Carterton will not be holding a dance in November
2021, so please delete this from your copy of the
Blue Pages.

Summer School Scholarships

Applications for scholarships for Summer School
2021 - 2022 close on 30 June 2021. Please refer to
the Branch website for the application form. There
are twice as many scholarships being offered this
year!

Michele Miller, RSCDS NZ Branch Secretary

Musician’s Scholarship for Summer School

The Musicians’ Class at Summer School offers an
intensive and fun introduction to playing for SCD.
The class is mostly focused on playing in a band
environment, but will include coaching for those
interested in playing for class. The class plays as a
band for the dancing on the Final Night. This year’s
class will be taken by experienced local SCD
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musicians, led by the Branch Music Adviser, Lynne
Scott. Music will be distributed well ahead of the
School.

Music classes are held in the afternoons, so you
can dance in the mornings if you wish.

The New Zealand Branch offers one scholarship for
a New Zealand resident musician who is also a
member of the RSCDS NZ Branch.

Applicants will play piano (solo or accompaniment),
fiddle or accordion, and will have a positive
interest in playing for SCD classes. They need to
have a fluent command of their instrument and be
able to read music competently. It is preferable
that applicants have had practical experience of
Scottish country dancing.

You can find the application information on the NZ
Branch Website, in the Education tab. Applications
are due by 30 June.

Questions? Please contact Lynne on
music@dancescottish.org.nz

Lynne Scott, Branch Music Adviser

RSCDS NZ Branch Shop

NEW Book and CD to celebrate the “Banffshire
90th Anniversary” is available, with the music by
Ewan Galloway and Shona MacFadyen. Order now.

Also new in is a CD by Susie Simpson Trio — “Our
Favourite Scottish Country Dances”.

| still have a few copies of the new CD from the
Dewhursts called “Short & Sweet” which has 21
tunes for reels, jigs, strathspeys, a medley and a
waltz in a variety of lengths (great for nights when
you have only three or five couples).

“Robertson: a Musical Heritage” — is a recent CD
from lan Robertson and Muriel Johnstone — a great
sound.

“Thirty Popular Dances Vol. 2”, Book and two CDs
— released in November 2019, this is a book of 30
dances, which also includes some interesting
information. There are two CDs to go with it: Part
1, a new recording; and Part 2, a re-release of
RSCDS archive recordings.

Also available are CDs for Books 50, 51 and 52,
“The Belfast Platinum Anniversay”, “The
Musician’s Wedding” — Marian Anderson, “Opus
Dance” — James Gray, “Beyond the Borders” —
Dewhursts, “Heather Hills” — Mara Shea and Dave
Wiesler.

The full range of CDs in stock, and the tracks on
each, is listed in the catalogue on the Branch
website.

The book catalogue is also available on the Branch
website.

For all enquiries please contact Sue Pearson:

- Email: Shop@dancescottish.org.nz
- NZ Branch Website
- Snailmail: C/- 21 Stafford Street, Wanganui 4501

News from around the Regions

Lower Hutt Club

Lower Hutt Club’s report was inadvertently omitted
from the Wellington Region Report in the NZ
Scottish Country Dancer 2021. | apologise for the
omission. It is now included below.

Désirée Patterson, Branch Editor

Lower Hutt Club’s 2020 report

There has been an enthusiasm to dance where-
ever possible and club members have enjoyed
attending club nights as well as the region
afternoon classes, both for social and advanced
dancers. In the later part of the year, due to a
production being held, we had to shift to another
hall for four weeks and were lucky to be back in
our normal hall for our final night on 16 November.
We have been dancing at the Epuni Community
Hall since the club was established 65 years ago.
On our final night we had live music from the
Saltire Band — Mary McDonald, Ann Goodbehere
and Jason Morris. What a treat that was. The
theme was “Glamour” and many dressed suitably
for the occasion. The hall was filled with music, fun
and laughter. We had six sets dancing and it was a
pleasure to welcome back members who had been
away for Covid-19 or other reasons. Two Lower
Hutt Club Service awards were presented to
Angelica Edgley and Elizabeth Ferguson by the
President Diane Bradshaw.

Club members are kept up to date with upcoming
events each week during the notice time and
receive regular emails from the club secretary
Elizabeth Ferguson.

We look forward to many nights dancing in 2021.

Elizabeth Ferguson, Secretary, Lower Hutt Club
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75 RSCDS New Zealand
Summer School
Christchurch 2021/22

e

Qor Gaither™

Latest News from the Summer School Committee:

We are very excited to announce that we’ve now confirmed our teachers for the Christchurch Summer School and

here they are (drum roll please ....)

Ann Oliver Damon Collin
Doug Mills Gaye Collin
Hazel Fish Mary Thomas
Kathryn Deroles Linda Glavin
Ruth Budden Sue Lindsay

And we’ve got an absolute cracker of a line up of local musical talent:

Balmoral Band (Sharlene Penman, Anne-Marie Forsyth & lain Mckenzie - working on the theory that the 'Trans-
Tasman Travel Bubble' will be up and running)

Thissldhu Band - Clare Simpson & lain Matcham
Saltire Band - Mary McDonald, Glenice Saunders, Duncan McDonald & Jason Morris
Lynne Scott Lynne Hudson Alan Burn

As you can see — the NZ Branch is using this opportunity to invest heavily in nurturing our own local talent for the
benefit of NZ SCD in general, and for future summer schools in particular. This fabulous line up means every class at
every level will have live music. THAT should give flight to everyone’s skip change of step! @

And here’s a wee piece of fun news - we’re giving away 2 x Summer School Survival Kits (valued at $120 each) in a
lucky draw. Anyone who has registered by midnight May 315 will go in the draw for one of these fantastic prizes,
chock full of the things needed to get through 8 days of dancing and socialising ... plasters, vitamins, G&Ts, protein
bars, ice packs, compression bandages, anti-inflam balm, chippies and chocolate ... The Summer School Survival kits

will be delivered to the winners at the registration desk, so will be personalised to any dietary or age restrictions

There will be further draws at the end of July (2 x$80 kits) and September (2x $40 kits) - every registrant will be in
the running for every draw ... so the sooner you register, the more draws you’ll be in! You may or may not want to

share this information with your friends

It is possible this SCD Summer School could be the biggest in our region (may be even the world given the ongoing
Covid issues elsewhere) so we’re looking forward to a gaitherin — Oor Gaitherin - that will not soon be forgotten!

Follow this link to find out more information and to register: www.dancescottish.org.nz/ss2021

lan Marshall, Summer School Organiser
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Motueka Club

Dancing began last month and the club has
regularly had two sets on the floor with some new
dancers coming along. During club nights we are
practising hard for the club’s “item” at our ceilidh
on 1 May 2021. We plan on donning elephant
masks and dancing The Elephant Stampede, but we
need to check that we can see and breathe in the
masks first!

The ceilidh will take place at 7 pm on 1 May 2021,
at the Lower Moutere Hall.

Beth Loe

Canterbury RSCDS Region — 2021
Beginners’ Class

The Canterbury Region has been running a
Beginners’ Class and our new dancers have been
busy learning many formations and dances with
David Williamson at the helm.

The Region is hosting a social evening on Friday 23
April for our beginners, and local dancers are
invited to join them at the Bishopdale Community
Centre from 7.30 pm. Cost: $5, plus raffles.
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2021 Beginners’ Class with their tutor David Williamson

Caledonian Club

Scan in, sign in, bottles of sanitizer on the tables to
clean your hands as you enter. This is our routine
now as we enter the hall every Monday evening for
dancing.

No doubt every club is the same. However we
must try to stop the virus, so we do not end up like
the clubs in other countries, who are in a state of
lockdown.

We are oh, so lucky, to be able to dance on a
regular basis here in New Zealand.

Our “get-together” on Sunday 21 February was
followed by our first evening of dancing on 22
February. As usual on these two occasions, there
was a lot of chatting about what we all did during
the holiday break. Our teacher, Lorraine Whaley,
had to put up with all that — however she had
planned an evening of easy dances to break us in
gently, and we were all pleased about that.

Unfortunately, we had to close the club for one
evening at Level 2, but compared to what the rest
of the world has had to put up with regarding
lockdowns, especially Scotland, we should not be
grumbling at all. We are dancing in the best
country in the world and hopefully we will
continue to be in this position and let’s hope the
other countries will join us soon.

On the 1st of May we will be celebrating our annual
dance in the Caledonian Society Hall in Wigram in
Christchurch. So, if there are any dancers visiting
Christchurch around that time, you are very
welcome to come along and join us.

We certainly have something to dance about.

Frances Williamson

Ngaio SCD Club turns 50 this year

Thursday 4 March was our first night of dancing
and we welcomed four new dancers with a great
turnout of club members. Last year we did not
dance at Covid-19 Alert Level 2, but we reviewed
our policy and decided to dance. It proved to be a
popular decision and we had a great turnout with
much fun as we tried to incorporate some level of
social distancing. However, Wellington was soon
back to normal and our cleaning committee could
put their cloths away.

A delicious, shared lunch at Otari-Wilton Park
began our year. Dancing was slightly challenged by
the slope, and the wind-blown instructions, which
resulted in a lot of laughter. We all had a great day
and felt well exercised with our walk into the picnic
area taking slightly longer than the anticipated 10
minutes.

Ngaio Club’s big focus this year is on our 50th
Anniversary, to be held on Saturday 8 May. There
will be a dinner for past and present members.
Invitations have been sent out and many replies
have been received already. It is clear that many
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people have kept up their dancing friendships even
though they no longer dance. Following the dinner,
we will continue our celebrations with our annual
dance, at 7.30 in the Ngaio Town Hall. We look
forward to dancers from other clubs joining us to
celebrate our Golden Anniversary Dance. Look for
our promotion on Facebook and please share it
with other dancers. If you would like more details
please e-mail us on ngaioSCDC@gmail.com.

Moira Scott, Joint Secretary, Ngaio SCD Club

Ngaio SCD Club
50th Anniversary Dance
Saturday 8 May 2021, at 7:30 pm
Ngaio Town Hall, Ottawa Road, Ngaio

Music by Aileen Logie, Hilary Ferral and Jason Morris

Live music to celebrate St Patrick’s day at
Johnsonville

Johnsonville’s St Patrick’s day celebration was extra
special this year. It was the club’s first:

- ‘live music at club’ night for 2021

- live music night at our new home — Khandallah
Town Hall

- opportunity to offer 2021 beginners the fun of
dancing to live music

Musician Aileen Logie had told us Khandallah Town
Hall was a great venue for live music, and she was
right.

Our tutor Rod Downey’s fun (and sometimes
challenging) programme of Irish-themed dances,
and Aileen’s toe-tapping Irish tunes made for a
very fine night. Everyone was happy, and relaxed,
and new dancers got their first experience of the
joy of dancing to live music.

Dancers did themselves proud, turning out in every
shade of green, and really adding to the festive
atmosphere. The supper team excelled, coming up
with green goodies galore, and we all had a lot of fun.

As a bonus, the programme included another first
— the world premiere of The Parting Glass, newly
devised by Rod as a simple dance for everyone to
enjoy. It was named for the beautiful traditional
song tune The Parting Glass (claimed by both

Ireland and Scotland), and Aileen made up a lovely
set using that as the lead tune.

Dancing “The Parting Glass” at Johnsonville

We couldn’t have asked for a better start to live
music in our new home. More live music to come
at our first_Tartan Night for the year on Monday 19
April, do join us.

Download instructions for Rod’s dance The Parting Glass
https.//homepages.ecs.vuw.ac.nz/~downey/dances/book5.pdf

Kristin Downey

Wanted: old NZ Dancer Magazines
To help with research for Wellington
Region’s 60t Celebrations in 2021.

I have an incomplete set, please email me
if you can donate back copies pre-1967,
or 2007, 2008, 2013.

1961-2021 Many thanks. Kristin Downey
Celebrating 60 years
kristinmacdonalddowney@gmail.com
Tawa Club

The year started well, with over a dozen
participants in our beginners’ classes, taught by
our tutor Catherine McCutcheon. We are delighted
that ten of them have continued to come along to
club nights.

At our recent AGM, one of our most long-standing
members, Life Member Jan Bruce, decided to
stand down from the committee, having served the
club in various capacities for over 50 years. She has
been Treasurer (seven years), Vice President (four
years), committee member (10 years), and
President for a massive 25 years (interspersed with
occasional breaks). Also, as long as most of us can
remember, Jan has been the person who always
organised supper. The club presented Jan with a
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bouquet to thank her for her years of service and
dedication to the club. Thank you, Jan!

Désirée Patterson, Secretary, Tawa SCD Club

Other Interesting Stuff

Appreciating your musicians — practical
steps

Musicians put a lot of time into preparing sets of
music and practising the tunes. Groups will make
time to rehearse the music together, getting the
starts and ends tidy, and agreeing moments of light
and shade. This can be for any event — club night,
Tartan Night, formal dance ...

So when there’s an opportunity to recognise the
musicians, it’s a great time to let them know that
their efforts are appreciated. Here are some ways
you can do this:

e Name the Band in your publicity. Or, if it’s not a
formal band, list the musicians. Dancers will often
make the effort to come if there’s live music.

e Provide the programme early, and ask for
feedback before you publish it. This leaves time for
negotiating around any particularly curly tunes.

o Welcome the musicians as a band, early in your
event, and thank them at the end.

e A sound person may be part of the team, so
thank them too. This less visible role is the one
that manages volume, keeps the instruments in
balance with each other, and trims the harshness
out of the fiddles.

e Bow/curtsey with the chord. That’s what it’s for!
e When applauding at the end of a dance, turn
and face the band. They are real people, not CDs.

e If you hear a set of music that you really like, do
mention it to the musicians. It’s always good to
know that a set of tunes that you have worked
hard on, worked for the dancers too.

A practical guide to preparing for a dance with live
music, and managing it on the day, can be found
on the Branch website. Look for it in the Musicians
tab — Articles from the Music Adviser. You can also
find articles aimed at dancers, tutors, and
musicians, previously published in Kiwi News and
The NZ Dancer.

Lynne Scott, NZ Branch Music Adviser
Music@dancescottish.org.nz

Upcoming Events

Canterbury RSCDS Region Winter
Weekend School — Queens Birthday
weekend 2021

The Canterbury Region is very excited to be able to
offer a weekend school of dancing for our Advanced
and Intermediate dancers during Queen’s Birthday
weekend — 5 and 6 June 2021.

We are pleased to be able to support the growth of
our local teachers and musicians. Both Linda Glavin
and Sue Lindsay regularly teach at club level and
both are looking forward to developing their
teaching skills during the weekend. We are also
thrilled to have Clare Simpson and Lorraine Gray as
our musicians for the weekend.

A weekend of fun, fithess and friends - $70 for
RSCDS members or $80 for non-RSCDS members.

For information and to register please contact
rscds-canterburyregion@hotmail.com.

RSCDS - Canterbury Region
Wineer W eekend
School
5th and éth June 2021
The Scottish Society Hall, 136 Caledonian Road, St Albans

We are holding a weekend school of dancing for advanced and intermediate classes
For more information contact rscds-canterburyregion@hotmail.com

Saturday 5t June — morning session 9 am to 12 noon
Afternoon session 1 pm to 3.30 pm
Evening dance 7.30 pm to 10.30 pm

Sunday 6 June - morning session 9 am to 12 noon
Afternoon family social 1 pm to 3.30 pm

Tutors: Advanced class — Linda Glavin
Intermediate class- Sue Lindsay

$70 for RSCDS members
$80 for non -members
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A date for the diary...
Saturday 29 May 2021

Ashhurst SCD Club

Day class for beginner/intermediate
Tutors — Gaye & Damon Collin
10.00am-3.00pm, including lunch break
(morning & afternoon tea either side)

Followed by
Rangitikei Region

Taking to the Dance Floor!!
Light meal from 5.00pm
Dancing 6.30pm-8.30pm with the band, Airs & Graces
Suitable for everyone!!
Both events held at
Whakarongo Hall, cnr Stoney Creek Rd & Napier Hwy, Palmerston North

Watch out for more details soon!

RSCDS NZ Branch Inc
Nelson/Marlborough Region

Weekend School 23-25 July 2021
Hands across in Hanmer!

We are holding a weekend of Social dancing in the alpine spa village of Hanmer
this year. We are pleased to have Ruth Budden from Auckland teaching and lain
Matcham and Jason Morris from Wellington providing the music.

Hanmer is nestled in the Southern Alps and is best known for its large natural hot
pool complex - there will be plenty of time for you to have a soak in the pools, so
bring your swimsuit with you!

Please contact the Region for an application form:
Kelly Walker: klwalker697@gmail.com
Doug Mills: dougandlynda@gmail.com

UPPER HUTT
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB

50th Anniversary

The Upper Hutt Club will be celebrating our
50th anniversary on 24 July 2021.

We will be marking the occasion with a special
event.

If you know of any past members, or other
people who have previously been associated
with the Club who would be interested in
coming along, please contact:

Kath: (04) 9705751, or
Erika: upperhutt@dancescottish.org.nz

Dpnce ici:ottlgh Wellington
' 60th Anniversary Ball

Join in the Celebration at our

Dinner and Dance!

Lower Hutt Town Hall

The Wellington Region of the Royal

Scottish Country Dance Society was

established in 1961. So this year,
the Region is celebrating our
60th Anniversary.

Plans are well underway for our celebration - a
Dinner and Dance at the elegantly redecorated
Lower Hutt Town Hall on Saturday 7 August.
We are hoping you will join us.

Prepare to dust off your glad rags and keep your
eye out for more information including details of

registration. Download the programme at
www.wellingtonscd.org.nz

SAVE THHEDATET! 7 August 20%1
etails comingsoon |

&2 YUY,
(‘j )
1961 - 2021

Celebrating 60 years

" More
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RSCDS New Zealand
Sommer School
Christchurch 2021/22

From 28th December 2021 to 5th January 2022
we’ll be kicking up our ghillies and twirling our
tartans with tuition and encouragement from a

host of local kiwi talent.
This really is Oor Gaitherin!

With classes to suit all abilities and ages, serious

and social, we’re looking forward to a celebration

of dancing and togetherness ...

won’t you join us?
For further information and to register: https://dancescottish.org.nz/ss2021

s NACPHEE'S

Order online at www.mcphees.co.nz
Ph 04 476 0139 Ph/Txt 021 587 315

SCD Footwear & Accessories held in stock.

Free overnight courier throughout NZ on all orders over $50.
Top Brand Ghillie pumps for men & women. Now with Supershock insoles.
Ballet style pumps for women. Now with Supershock insoles.

Carried in Stock; SCD Pumps for Men and Women.
5 Colours of Duchess; Black, Purple, Blue, Pewter and
NEW Champagne Gold.

Casual & Traditional Kilts,
Kilt Repairs & Alterations

PO Box 17395, Karori, Wellington
Ph 04 476 0139 Ph/Txt 021 587 315




