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April already and the dancing year is well under way. I hope that you all had a great 
break and are full of enthusiasm and energy for 2015. My wish is that all clubs have 
managed to gain a few new dancers which in turn should result in more RSCDS 
members. 

The AGM at Summer School in Dunedin saw new members appointed on to the 
management committee. 

Diane Bradshaw has taken over from Jeanette Watson as Youth Coordinator, Sue 
Lindsay replaces Debbie Roxburgh as Communication and Publicity Coordinator, Linda 
Glavin is the new Membership Coordinator, taking over from Hannah Roxburgh. 
Michael Laidlaw has retired from the committee and Liz Lusher is our new Secretary. I 
welcome all those new members to the management committee and thanks to those 
who have retired for their input in assisting in the smooth running of the branch. 

Bill Jacob (Treasurer) has indicated that he will retire at the AGM in January 2016. Our 
Secretary Liz Lusher, who has accounting experience, has indicated that she would 
prefer the position of treasurer rather than secretary. If you are willing to stand on the 
committee, for the position of treasurer or secretary please contact the Branch 
Management Committee by phone or email as soon as possible. The contact details 
are on this page. 

This is also the last Kiwi News to be put together by our current editor. I would like to 
thank Frances for all her work in putting together both the Kiwi News and NZ Dancer 
over the last 3 years.  

I wish everyone all the best for the new dancing year and hope to meet some of you on 
the dance floor. 

 

                              

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

The Canterbury JAMs with the children in front proudly 
showing off their certificates, medals and bars won at the 
Dunedin Summer School. 

Emma Russ, Alex and Ian Plank (centre) were awarded the 
Bronze Medal. Caitlyn Tipping and Jennifer Russ (on the 
outside) were awarded the Bronze Bar. 

These were presented by David Williamson the Branch 
President 
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Kiwi News 



 

REGION REPORTS 
 
Hibiscus Coast Scottish Country Dance Club 

When Gloria Hornby was a little girl her mother told her she could not 
have dance lessons until her school work improved. Gloria really 
wanted to dance but her work never improved enough (or at least not 
to her mother’s satisfaction) so she never had the lessons. It was not 
until she retired as a Plunkett Nurse that she was able to make up for 
lost time, hardly stopping for breath since. Rare is the week when 
Gloria misses a dance club night. She has an encyclopaedic memory 
of Scottish Country Dances and is seen dancing late into the night at 
social dances and balls throughout the year. 

Hibiscus Coast Scottish Country Dance Club celebrated Gloria’s 90th 
birthday at their club night on 11th March. Forty local dancers attended 
and one joined by Skype from Dunedin. In a tribute to Gloria a new 
dance entitled “Miss Gloria Hornby”, devised by Kerikeri dancer and 
past President of the Hibiscus Coast Club Neville Miller, was 
performed for the first time. The dance, a 32 bar strathspey for 3 
couples, was demonstrated by 6 couples (who had practiced in secret) 
then everyone was invited to try, Gloria taking pride of place. Miss 
Gloria Hornby was then presented with a framed copy of the dance 
instructions. 

 

Miss Gloria Hornby presented with a framed copy of her dance by 
Neville and Andrea Miller. 

Auckland Extension 

Waiheke Off-Shore Experience 

Waiheke Scottish Country Dancers send an invitation to all to join us 
on  

Monday afternoons from 2pm to 4pm. 

Fullers Ferries depart from the Ferry Building (lower Queen St) 

every hour on the hour from 9am.   

GOLD CLASS FREE.   

Once here any bus has a stop-off right next to the venue,   

The Red Cross Rooms in Oneroa. 

We would love to see you! 

Contact Anne Anderson, Ph 372 7667 

 

Hauraki Thames Scottish Country Dance Club  
 
Hauraki Thames have been dancing a few 
weeks now.   
We advertised with posters in all places 
possible at the beginning of the year resulting 
in one new person.   
However, we now have two more people 
coming along so let us hope our 25 year old 
club can continue in good heart. Happy dancing 
one and all. 
 
Tauranga Scottish Country Dance Club 
 
The Club is well underway with preparations for the Waikato/BOP 
Region’s 2015 Queen’s Birthday Weekend SCD School. There had 
been a little ‘hiccup’ last year when it was discovered that the Greerton 
Library was having to relocate while a complete rebuild of their existing 
premises took place. We discovered that one of the venues they were 
seriously looking at for the relocation was to be a section of the 
Greerton Community hall – our main venue. This would have severely 
impacted on our ability to use the hall, not only as a dancing venue, 
but also to accommodate the 4 shops (the NZ Branch Recordshop and 
Bookshop, and two privately owned and operated shops) and as a 
gathering place for morning and afternoon teas, lunches and suppers. 
With earnest pleas to the council to rethink their plans, given that we 
had already booked the venue, they finally came back with the news 
that they had secured another location for the temporary housing of 
the library. The whole episode had been quite traumatic and had 
caused many sleepless nights for the writer – halls with wooden floors 
are few and far between, in fact very difficult to find in Tauranga, 
especially halls in relatively close proximity to each other. 
 

We believe we have on board a team of great teachers for the 6 
classes on offer, and together with the musicians we have employed 
for the weekend, it has the makings of a fantastic weekend.  However, 
the success of the School will only come about if we have dancers who 
register and make it so. Registrations are trickling in as folk take 
advantage of the ‘Early Bird’ offer which will run through to the end of 
April. So don’t miss out!  Register now and be ready for a great 
weekend of dancing, both instructional and social, to reacquaint with 
old friends and to meet those who are new to SCD, that great past-
time we are all so passionate about and enjoy to the max! 

Heather Johnston QBWE School Organiser 
 
Waikanae Scottish Country Dance Club 

Waikanae Club started its year with a picnic and dancing at 
Southwards. At a busy time, those who were able to make it had a 
great time. We decided to go hard on the publicity for dancing this 
year, and have been delighted to welcome a number of new members 
from that. 

Catherine ran some beginners classes for these beginners, which has 
been a big help to them. We have a happy band of children and they 
are taught by Catherine at 6.45, then the beginners have a slot at 7.30 
and everyone else joins in at 7.45. 

As a part of our publicity, two of our juniors wrote pieces about their 
dancing. We would like to share these with you. 

Scottish Country Dancing by Emily Warner 

I think Scottish Country Dancing is a fun and exciting activity to look 
forward to. Every Friday I’m always wanting to go home from school 
and not wait for 6.45 when it starts. It is doubly awesome because I 
get opportunities like my bronze dancing badge. I got to go all the way 
down to Christchurch for the whole weekend of dancing. 

  



 

Scottish Country Dancing by Katie Warner 

I like S.C.D. because I get to see my friends, and the dances are 
challenging but fun. Sometimes I wear a tartan skirt. My dancing shoes 
are black, and they are easier to dance in than socks. My favourite 
dance is The Kingston Flyer. 

THE WAIKANAE SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB 

is celebrating 40 years of dancing 

Saturday 1 August 2015 at 7.30pm 

In Southwards Car Museum Otaihanga Road,  

Paraparaumu. 

Any past members or interested people who wish to be contacted 
can email Annie Christie at anneedee@yahoo.com 

Johnsonville Club 
 
Johnsonville SCD Club has had a social start to the year, and our 
tartan bunting has been out and about on display.  It lent a Scottish 
flavour to the wedding of club members Sarah Kennedy and Joshua 
Baker on 10th January, then added to the atmosphere when we 
opened our club year with a ceilidh at Johnsonville Bowling Club on 
24th January.  

 
                                                            Photo courtesy of Loralee Hyde 
 
This was such a fun day with bowling, dancing, musical contributions, 
socializing and a pot luck dinner. Members of the club also joined in 
supporting the Scottish Rugby Team in the Sevens Parade on 5th 
February, marching down Lambton Quay led by the Red Hackle Pipe 
Band. The photo by John Patterson also includes members of Island 
Bay, Kelburn & Tawa Clubs. 

 
 
Then it was time for beginners’ classes. After extensive advertising in 
newspapers, and workplace newsletters, on posters and by word of 
mouth, just over 20 people came along on 4 Mondays in February to 

give it a go.  We are very fortunate to have so many club members 
who helped with our advertising campaign, and then came along to 
support our beginners.   
 
We’ve now settled in for the year with 8 or so new dancers joining the 
club, and 4 to 5 sets on the floor each Monday night. Tutor Rod 
Downey keeps us all happy and working hard with 45 minutes for the 
new dancers to start the night, step practice, dances for all, two 
briefing dances only for the experienced during the night, and the final 
couple of dances for experienced only.  
 
We look forward to seeing our tartan bunting again at our first Tartan 
Night for the year on 13th April, when our new dancers will have their 
first opportunity to dance to live music in a social setting. Peter Elmes 
and his band will have our toes tapping, and smiles on our faces. Then 
it’s on to the Wellington Region Anzac Weekend School, Region 
classes for all levels, and a club midwinter social, building up to our 
Annual Dance on August 22nd. 
 
Ngaio Scottish Country Dance Club 
 
Summer Gathering at Khandallah Park 31 January 

 
 
This year, we met in our local 
park for food, fun and 
dancing.  
 
We had so many cherries to 
eat that day that Melva said 
she would make up a dance 
called “Cherries Galore!”  

 
People 
saw us 
dancing 
as they 
enjoyed 
the park. 
We had 
lovely 
weather 
too!  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dance 
Demonstration 
Day at the 
Village 
Church, 
Khandallah  
28 February  
 
Just before our club kicked off in early March, we danced outside our 
usual venue in the middle of Khandallah Shops and invited people to 
have a look and give it a go. People joined us with introductory 
dances and we invited them to join us during our usual club night.  
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Ngaio Annual Dance Program 9 May 2015 
Attached is our dance program for our annual dance to be held at the 
Ngaio Town Hall on 9 May. Please join us for a wonderful evening! 

 
 

NGAIO SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB 
Invites You to Join Us for Our Annual Dance 

 
Ngaio Town Hall, Ottawa Road, Ngaio 

Saturday 9 May 2015 at 7.30pm 
 

Admission  
RSCDS Members  
Spectators & Juniors 

$15.00 
$12.00 
$  5.00 

 
PROGRAMME 

J New Year Jig Robson Leaflet 
J The Den O'Mains D. Henderson 
S Wisp of Thistle Book 37 
R Irish Rover Cosh 
J The Wild Geese Book 24 
S The Robertson Rant Book 39 
R Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan Goldring 
R Mr William Brown's Reel Galloway 
S Miss Gibson's Strathspey RSCDS Leaflet 
J The Luckenbooth Brooch Glendarroch 
R The Deil Amang the Tailors Book 14 

SUPPER 

S The Minister on the Loch 2008 
R Scott Meikle Book 46 
J Mrs Stewart's Jig Book 35 
S Memories of Mary Ann Book 47 
R Australian Ladies Glasgow Assembly 
J Hooper’s Jig MMII 
R The Reel of the Royal Scots RSCDS Leaflet 

 
 

 
Music provided by 

Peter Elmes  
and John Smith 

 
 

 
MANAWATU SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB 

 
is celebrating 60 years of dancing 

with a FORMAL DANCE to be held on 
 

SATURDAY 2ND MAY 2015 
At 7.30pm 

At WHAKARONGO HALL, 
Napier Highway, Palmerston North 

 
Dance to the music of 
“WILD HEATHER” 

 
We would love to welcome dancers from all areas,  
especially those who have had a connection with 

the club over the years. 
Contact: Helen Allan (Secretary) 

shallan1@vodafone.co.nz 
or  c/- 26 Dobsons Lane, RD10, Palmerston North , 4470 

 
 

Tam O’Shanter Scottish Country Dance Club 
 
                    Farewell for Doug Mills 
 
The Tam O Shanter Club organised a pot luck meal for Doug and 
Lynda at Gordon and Marian’s home in December. Helen Pugh 
produced a song she had written and a hastily auditioned choir was 
assembled to sing it to the tune Scotland the Brave. 
 
Hark when the night is falling 
Hear! Hear! The music’s calling 
From Tam O’Shanter’s base along Heaton Street 
Soon dancing time’s commencing 
Hearts lift – our bodies sensing 
Fun times for ev’ryone –we’ll move to the beat. 
 
We tie our dancing shoes 
Discuss Country Dancing news 
Til Doug says it’s time to warm up, stretch toes and heels 
Find partners, sets can form 
Our skin starts to get quite warm  
Responding to dancing and its timeless appeals 
 
Doug teaches jigs and strathspeys 
Helps us to count each phrase 
We’re smooth and connected – we’re together we’re one 
Medleys and reels and hornpipes 
Keyboards and drums and bagpipes 
All these contribute to our Tuesdays of fun 
 
Thanks heaps to you, Doug Mills 
For passing on dancing thrills 
We’re grateful for all your work – and Lynda’s too! 
We all – in full alliance 
Praise you for all the guidance 
Tuesdays at Heaton Street have been great with you! 
 
Strathallan Scottish Country Dance Club 
 
We finally have a venue for our Annual Dance! So here it is! 
 

Strathallan (Timaru)   
Annual Dance   

Saturday, 23 May 2015.  
 Venue:   Waimataitai School Hall,  

Trafalgar St,  
Timaru at 4 pm. 

 
Rangiora Scottish Country Dance Club 
 
Rangiora Club has had a good start to the year.  Following lots of news 
write-ups, ads and pamphlet hand-outs by members, a free, fun night 
was held, which resulted in about 15 people coming along to give 
Scottish Dancing a try. Of those, 10 have joined and really seem to be 
enjoying themselves.  It is great to see so many members coming to 
Club evenings early to help our tutor, Audrey, with the beginners. 
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NOTES FROM THE MUSIC ADVISER 
 
Choosing a Band for your SCD Event 
 

I am occasionally asked for help in suggesting a band for a SCD event. 
The discussions and decision-making going on at these times have 
started some thoughts on the process of selecting a band. Here are 
some  
of the things you may wish to consider: 

x Suitability for your event: for a Day/Weekend/Summer 
School, how many classes can the group of musicians 
cover? If you are planning a workshop for musicians, is there 
someone in the band who can teach/lead novices?  For 
social or formal dances, can the band play up to speed, with 
a suitable beat? Assessing a band can be very subjective – 
listening to them live, if possible, will help a lot. 

x What overall sound quality are you looking for: accordion-
based? with drums? a strong fiddle sound? a more folk-y 
sound? or just a clear melody with a good beat? 

x Will the selected band help to attract people to your event?   
x What will it cost? Ask prospective bands for a quote. As well 

as the band fee, you may need to cover road or air travel, 
and provide accommodation. (Air travel can be very cheap 
if booked well in advance; and bands are often happy to be 
billeted.) 

x Availability: is the band actually available on your date, and 
are they prepared to travel if necessary?  Early booking will 
help secure the band of your choice, but if you are stuck, 
check with your preferred musicians:  sometimes they may 
be happy to play in smaller groups, or may have a reserve 
line-up available.  

x They will know who they prefer to work with. 
x Who will actually be playing in the band for your event? As 

time passes, band membership can be fluid: do check 
before confirming your booking that you know which 
instruments and musicians will be there on the night. 

x Equipment: does the band bring its own sound system, or 
will you have to source one locally?  If that’s the case, who 
will manage the sound on the night? If you need a 
microphone for the MC, or some background music, 
remember to ask for this. 

x Would rotating around local bands help to balance your 
loyalties? 

x What is the experience of other organisers with your 
selected band?  Was the group flexible and easy to work 
with?  How well did they manage their sound?  Use your 
contacts to talk to other event organisers and dancers. 

As Music Adviser I maintain a Directory of NZ Bands and Musicians, 
with descriptions and contact information.  Soon this will be available 
on the Branch website, but in the meantime, feel free to email me for 
the document.  Here are the bands currently in the Directory: 
Glenfiddle (Auckland), Wild Heather (Auckland/Wellington), Balmoral 
(Auckland/Queensland), Rose and Thistle (Auckland), Buorach Mhor 
(Waikato), Peter Elmes Band (Wellington), Roaring Jelly (Wellington), 
Fibrox (Wellington), The Strattons (Wellington) and Scotch Measure 
(Christchurch). 
 

Lynne Scott 
Music Adviser RSCDS NZ Branch 

Email: music@dancescottish.org.nz 
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SHOP KEEPERS 
 

Record Shop 
Dorothy W Wilson,  
P O Box 612, Blenheim 7240     
Ph 03 578 3766    
Email: recordshop@rscdsnzb.org.nz 
 
Neil Barron & His S D Band: The Leeds Golden Collection – 12 
tracks +  a bonus track 
 “South from Oban” from the Leeds Branch 10th Anniversary. - $30 
Nicol McLaren & His S D Band: Music for 16 dances from the Ribble 
Valley Book of SCD - $30 
Marian Anderson's S D Band: Fisherman's Reel; Robert Burns 
Dances; The Other Kangaroo Paw; The Sunday Class; Bordering on 
Scottish (Marches/Waltzes, Two-Step + Reels/Jigs/Strathspeys) 
Bobby Brown & The Scottish Accent: Scottish Dance Country;    
Happiness is...; 
For Old Tymes Sake; Celtic Fire D/A;  N B:  these may be the last of 
the late Bobby Brown CDs. 
Andy Imbrie & the Reel of 7:  Dance for Joy; Dance for Joy Encore 
Live from Asilomar - $30 
James Gray:  Piano Dance also with Susie Petrov (Accordion & 
Piano) Opus Dance - $30 each 
David South:   “Another Scottish Ramble” Tribute to the late Jimmy 
Shand's “Awa' frae Hame” 
 
NB: Contents of most of these CDs and other CDs in stock are to be 
found in the Branch Recordshop Catalogue –   visit the NZ Branch 
Website for details. 
 
Recordshop Gift Vouchers are always available – minimum value $30 
 
Do you receive or are you able to view the Branch Recordshop 
Newsletter?  This is the most up to date way of knowing the latest 
situation with regard to CDs? This newsletter goes out to all clubs and 
regions in the hope that it is circulated to members and displayed on 
Club Notice Boards but if any member would like to receive this 
Newsletter mailed direct  please send me your email address and I will 
be happy to add your name to the list.. 
 
Bookshop Bitz 
 
Latest arrivals  
- Leaflet Dances 1964-1998, in A5 format  
- Unit 2 Teaching Certificate Dances  
- Dances to Song Tunes by Hugh Foss 
- RSCDS Edinburgh Branch 90th Anniversary book 
- Graded Book 3 
- Book 48 
- MacNab Dances combined Vols 1&2 
- the Imperial Book Vols 1-3 
- new Manual of Scottish Country Dancing 
 
Coming soon – Book 49 will be released by Headquarters later this 
year.  I expect to receive a supply by September and am happy to take 
orders if you would like to be among the first to get a copy.  
contact Sue Pearson:   
 

- email Bookshop@dancescottish.org.nz  
- NZ Branch Website 
- snailmail C/- 21 Stafford Street, Wanganui 4501 

 
 

 
 

For those of you who are following Sharlene Penman’s musical and 
dancing adventures, here is the next chapter 

  
Pret et  - Part 3 Instalment 1. 
  
Having played in Lyon for the dance weekend in Oct 2011 on relatively 
new pianos that were beautifully in pitch and in tune, I was thoroughly 
spoilt. 
It was just great for Anne-Marie to tune up with very little adjustment 
needed, apart from the obvious requirements for fiddles in the hot dry 
weather that we had experienced there. I think the Lyon Club's 
committee saw the rewards of the good musical experience and 
decided to invest in a new 'touch-sensitive weighted keys keyboard' 
which they could move around and loan out to other clubs for special 
functions. They emailed me several times over the next year about 
which one to buy and finally settled on a Yamaha p105 which they duly 
purchased. 
So the stage was set for my next visit which was in January 2013 for 
the Burns Celebrations. Lyon Club certainly know how to celebrate!! 
A dance weekend was organised for the 18/19/20th January where 2 
SCD teachers were imported from GB, James Fairburn and Sam 
Schad and where I was the only musician. James emailed me with 
'first idea dance lists' in Oct 2012 and continued on adjusting and 
changing depending on registrations and other considerations. I was 
even getting emails from him 2 hours before I left for the airport on 
Tuesday 15th January. He didn't realise I was planning to arrive in 
Lyon early on Wednesday in time to do copious amounts of practice 
on Melissa's piano. 
So I arrived at Lyon airport on Wednesday morning where Christiane 
picked me up and delivered me to her home, then went back to work. 
After the fiasco that I experienced on the previous visit with my main 
bag not arriving, I had made sure all my music was with me again in 
my backpack. After unpacking and making myself comfortable at 
Christiane's, I wrapped up warm and made my way to Melissa's 
apartment a couple of blocks walk away, where I let myself in and 
practised my fingers off till she arrived back from work. (Winter time 
there and it was just on zero degrees most of the time although the 
final couple of days before I left it dropped to -5). 
Similarly all day Thursday, (no sightseeing) just practice, 9 to 5, and 
then Friday with everything pretty much in place, I allowed myself the 
morning off with a visit to one of the local cafes. On Friday evening 
there was a social dance from 7.30 onwards till 10, and I was playing 
the brand new Yamaha keyboard-very nice, with onboard speakers 
and large perspex music stand which I could see through to be able to 
see the dancers and the teachers. Due to the size of hall I was playing 
in and the large number of dancers at the dance, the keyboard needed 
amplification which Raphaelle and her mum, Christiane, had 
organised. 
It all went well with a movable programme, adjusted according to the 
dancers, as the evening progressed, so I had to be a bit flexible too, 
and so with old acquaintances and friendships renewed, the 
weekend's dancing got off with everyone abuzz. We arrived home at 
11.15pm and I slept well if not quite long enough. The dancing 
teachers told me judging from what they had seen on the floor on 
Friday night, there would be some tweaking to their programmes for 
the classes. I was fine with that. I had enough Any Good Jigs and 
AGRs and AGSs with me to suffice without using the same tunes for 
other sets in the evening programmes or the other classes. 
  
Saturday morning started fairly early. I remember we had to leave the 
house at a chilly 7.30am brrrrr!!! (temperature outside well below zero), 
to arrive at the venue in time for an 8.30am start. They put on the 3 
heaters in the hall as we arrived. It was the same hall we had been in 
the night before, but somehow it seemed a lot different, and I realised 
that I had been on the mini stage the night before, with my back to a 
window. I hadn't noticed it then but now I sure did. Double glazing or 
not, it was out with the blanket, on with the Kathmandu 3/4 length duck-
down coat with hood up, on with possum/merino fingerless gloves and 
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fill up the hot water bottle. Some of you who know me will laugh - 
almost a trade mark of my playing for class and balls, I prefer to keep 
my arms and hands warm with a hotty on my knee rather than a heater 
blowing hot air around. Its ok that the dancers are making whirlwinds 
with their dancing-they're allowed to, that's what they are there for after 
all. 
There were 2 regular classes for the weekend, one with cds, more 
social less technique, which Sam taught, and the other more 
technique, with me playing for James. This class was lively and 
energetic, heaps of enthusiasm, spring and agility. The reels were fat, 
and the pas de basque work was precise, rhythmical, and in time to 
the music. We did the step practice in various tempi which any teacher 
can do with a live musician. Strathpeys were the best for me observing 
the dancing as best I could. Just a joy!! Dancers were aged from 8/9yrs 
to seniors and some of them had come from as far afield as Paris and 
beyond. A wonderful celebration with my Burns sets of tunes very 
useful both for dances, warm-ups and cool-downs.  
 
'Pret et' Part 3 instalment 2 
Lunch was a great affair, off to a restaurant for my main meal of the 
day. Lyon is the gastronomic capital of the world --such scintillating 
choices--so it was a little daunting for me to order. I let my hostess 
choose for me, and amazingly a small extremely hot plate arrived with 
raw seafood, and other delicacies which I cooked as I wanted it, and 
then dipped, or covered with various sauces. Such heavenly flavours!! 
Regrettably but wisely, I chose not to have a good French red wine 
with my meal because I still had much more work to do - a Highland 
Class with Sam which was to start at 2.30pm. 
 
She chose the music, the tempo, and the tunes and I played for my 
first Highland Class. This class was made up of at least one set of 
young men, aged from around 15 to 30, all of whom were athletic, but 
graceful as well as possessing a wonderful capacity to learn and to 
take on board new ideas, and Sam did wonders with their steps. They 
were so enthusiastic that at 4.30 when we were supposed to finish 
they wanted to continue!!! Such stamina! I can tell you that by now my 
little pinky fingers were going red! 
 
Dinner as such was the Burns evening with the usual 
Burns celebration and all its trimmings. 
Most of the ceremonial part of the evening was multilingual, although 
predominantly French (understandably). 
Both James and Sam were fluent in French and so the address to the 
Haggis was done by James in French first, then in English. Just as 
much respect and ceremony as here in NZ or, I am sure anywhere 
else in the world with dancing starting around 9pm.  
 
And so, on with the dance programme, more fixed here than Friday's 
as in they didn't throw too many different dances at me at short notice, 
but the order did change a little as they had hinted it would. I was 
playing solo all evening. 
 
Dances were briefed and danced at some pace, less time between 
each dance before the next one was announced and there was no 
break till at 20 to 1am when I reluctantly said I would "stop now please 
--you can use cds if you want to dance any more"-the hall was booked 
to 2am!!!! Again, anyone who knows me will be horrified to know that 
I said this but I did need to let the skin on my little pinkies repair as it 
was wearing very thin --I had been playing since 8.30am, and I had 
another class to play for in the afternoon, and a musician coaching 
session at 10am Sunday morning and a musicians workshop at 4pm.. 
 
Sunday dawned, freezing again, but all was organised. The first 
'workshop' was to train up a young dancer/pianist, Aymeric to play for 
the Lyon Ladies dance troupe who were to dance to his piano playing 
at the Newcastle competitions in February. You can view the Lyon club 
dancers on you tube "Display Lyon Club Newcastle". They are 
spectacular!!  

Aymeric could already play the tunes but they needed fine tuning so 
that they ran into each other, but remained distinct, and with the 8 bar 
phrases well defined, without disturbing the 16 bar reels in Pelorus 
Jack for instance in the middle of the 32 bars. We had fun and by all 
accounts he played well at the Newcastle Festival/Competitions. 
 
In the afternoon it was more playing for me with the last class, then at 
4pm, a musicians' workshop at the home of Diana Sarran. Here were 
2 pianists, an accordionist, a lovely flutist, a viola player, 2 violinists 
and a small-drum player. This time they all played tunes that they were 
comfortable with that they had in common, with the exception of the 
flute player who was able to sight read extremely well. They told me 
they were from far flung corners of France and didn't know each other 
musically but on the dance floor it was another story! 
 
They were all lovely people who didn't mind me giving those tips, and 
hints individually about their role as part of this ad hoc but savvy bunch 
of SCD musicians. And they asked great questions too which is always 
good. The two violinists, Corinne and Diana had been playing for class 
with Melissa on keyboard and had been successful in playing whole 
sets of tunes for several dances. We're on our way to getting a band 
organised for Lyon club!! 
 
We had a potluck dinner at Diana's and then I was safely delivered 
back to her place for a late evening recap of the whole weekend, with 
a fine wine in hand. 
We were all exhausted, but would we do it all again, resoundingly 
"absolument", yes of course, and when was I coming over again? 
 
A bientot, 
Sharlene Penman. 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 
 

Scottish Country Dancing is All Round the World. 

My second book of dances was inspired by dancers, musicians, and 
events dating back to 2001.  

There are twelve dances in the book. Five to seven dances are 
suitable for club nights and the other five would suit dancers who can 
cope with a bit more of a challenge. 

When I was putting this book together it occurred to me that the 
inspiration came from many parts of the world and that this pastime 
we all love and share can be enjoyed almost anywhere we travel. It is 
truly global.  

The idea of putting the more challenging dances on a YouTube clip 
came about when one of the dances, “Dancing in Kirkcudbright” 
seemed to be proving very wordy to put on paper, and the person 
whom the dance was written for may have trouble with the instructions. 
So one night after club had finished we danced it through with some 
of the Lower Hutt Club dancers and sent the dance (on a YouTube 
link) with the instructions to Evelyn in Kirkcudbright. It seemed sensible 
to then get a team together and put the other four more challenging 
dances from the book on YouTube as an aide for anyone teaching 
them.  

When devising a dance I have an image of how it flows (in my mind’s 
eye). Some dances need pace, and good covering and phrasing 
always gives a dance real shape. When watching some of these 
dances being danced through on the You Tube clip, I was delighted 
with the result and felt the team of dancers had caught the spirit and 
feel of the dances as they linked the formations smoothly together. 
The team (most from Lower Hutt Club but not all) ranges in age from 
early twenties to early sixties. You will probably know some of them. 

For anyone interested in viewing these 5 dances the links are:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=56dg5vPG7N8   
“Dancing in Kirkcudbright” 4x32 S 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XTbo15IJtMw   
“Fisherman Ginger’s Reel” 8x32 R 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pX4pY4WZL0o   
“Dave Macfarlane’s Reel” 8x32 R 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zMUZ-CBnbz4   
“Surprising Hannah” 3x32 S 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVK8T5RNUlc   
“Orange to Aotearoa” 3x32 S 
 
Feedback is always welcome and often helps when putting another 
dance together.  My e-mail address is g-d.collin@slingshot.co.nz if 
you are happy to share your thoughts. The Book is available from 
Sue Pearson at the book shop.         Gaye Collin -   

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Hosted by the 
 

Tauranga Scottish Country Dance Club 
 

Venue:  Greerton Community Hall 
1247 Greerton Road 

 

 Classes and Tutors: 
 

Elementary Jeanette Lauder  (Tokoroa) 
Social Antanas Procuta  
 (Cambridge) Intermediate 
Mainstream Diane Bradshaw  
 (Wellington) Upper 
Intermediate/Advanced   Neil Horne            (Auckland) 
Advanced Low Impact Kathryn Delores   (Levin) 
Very Advanced Technique Damon Collin      
 (Wellington) 
 

~ Music by ~ 
The Balmoral Band 

 

 Organiser: Heather Johnston Ph: 07 576 8855 Email: heather.lil@xtra.co.nz 

 

 
RSCDS NZ Branch Inc. 

Waikato/Bay of Plenty Region 
 

Follow the Yellow Brick Road 
to 

Tauranga 
 

 

Queen’s Birthday Weekend 
School 2015 

 

Friday 29 May – Monday 1 June 
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