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President’s Report
Hi everyone

Spring and daylight saving have arrived, complete with the changeable weather which makes
this time of year both something to look forward to and a considerable challenge.

As usual, September to December is shaping up to be a busy time for the Branch, as we deal
with membership renewal, participation in the RSCDS AGM, and planning for our own AGM on
1 January 2026. Thank you to everyone involved in the membership renewal and fee collection
process. Registering approximately 700 new and returning RSCDS members in a timely manner
requires everyone from individual members to club and region secretaries and treasurers to
play their part.

We need you! To date we have received no nominations for the position of Communications,
Publicity and Membership Coordinator. Our current coordinator, Su Marshall, is due to stand
down at the end of the year, having completed three years of outstanding service. Please
consider whether you or someone in your area could fill this role. If you want to know more
about the role and its responsibilities, Su would be happy to chat.

In line with spring and new beginnings, | am pleased to announce that we have filled the position of Music Advisor:
thank you to Mary and Duncan Macdonald from Wellington who will be sharing this role. | also have a new role to
announce — that of Parliamentarian. An independent adviser who will assist the Management Committee and
individual members with preparation of notices of motion and amendments for the Branch AGM. Thank you to
Mike Ross from Christchurch for taking on this role. You can read more about both these roles later in this newsletter.

Many of us are looking forward to attending Summer School in Christchurch at the end of the year. It is heartening to
read that 50 registrants will be attending their first school. | am looking forward to meeting you, we are sure to have a
wonderful time. Also, congratulations to those who have received scholarships to attend the school. We will look
forward to hearing about your experience.

Clubs and regions are also busy planning end of year activities, as well as starting the forward planning for the next
dancing year. | wish you all a successful end of the dancing season and hope to see many of you at Summer School.
Happy dancing.

Debbie
Debbie Roxburgh, RSCDS NZ Branch President

FROM THE BRANCH I\/Ianabgement Committee and resolutions proposed by
members.

The role of the Parliamentarian is to provide impartial
guidance on rules and procedures. That is, to assist
Advice to members regarding Parliamentarian those formulating notices of motion or amendments to
ensure that their intent is clear and unambiguous and in
accordance with the NZ Branch Constitution.

From the President

Following discussions at the 2025 Branch Annual
General Meeting, Management Committee decided that
for future Annual General Meetings there should be an Mike Ross from Christchurch has agreed to take on this
independent review of all notices of motion and role as Parliamentarian for the NZ Branch.

amendments in advance of the meeting. Music advisor appointment

Several options were considered, and it was decided to
use a parliamentarian (adviser) to provide this guidance.
This procedure will apply to resolutions proposed by

The Management Committee is delighted to announce
that Mary and Duncan McDonald have been appointed,
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jointly, to the role of Music Advisor to the New Zealand
Branch of the RSCDS.

Drawing on their extensive experience in Scottish
Country Dancing and playing, both in New Zealand and
overseas, they will provide advice of a strategic nature
regarding the use of music for dancing.

NZ Branch Scholarships to attend summer school

Congratulations to the following dancers and musician
who have been awarded scholarships to attend the
2025/26 Summer School in Christchurch.

* Dancer with 5 years or less experience — Annette
Robinson

Dancer with 6 years or more experience — Lesley
Gousmett

Teaching Certificate candidate — Robyn Howes
Young adult — Isobel Harris

Musician — Keshav Raj

Debbie Roxburgh, NZ Branch President

From the NZ Branch Secretary

Individual voting (or one person, one vote)

Below is a reminder of what is involved with individual
voting in the lead-up to the NZ Branch AGM on
1 January 2026. You will no doubt remember that
individuals vote on non-constitutional notices of motion
before the AGM. Region delegates are still needed
because they vote at the AGM on any notices of motion
resulting in changes to the Constitution.

Here is an outline of individual voting for the 2026 AGM:
® ElectionBuddy is again the voting platform
® As for any voting system, there will be scrutineers
(two) who oversee the voting process
® Voting by ElectionBuddy is confidential. The
scrutineers can’t see how you have voted, but it is
possible for them to see if you have voted — so far
there has been no reason for the scrutineers to do so
The scrutineers pass on only numbers of people
who voted and voting results
All NZ Branch members who have a functional email
address will receive their invitation to vote by email,
no matter which membership category they hold
In cases where two members share a single email
address, ElectionBuddy will send each of them an
email clearly marked for each person’s use only
An explanation of what the invitation email will look
like, how ElectionBuddy works, voting period dates,
what to do if anything untoward happens, etc., will
be sent by NZ Branch well before the email with the
invitation to vote arrives

® NZ Branch members who have no functional email
address will receive preliminary information and
voting papers by post

The invitation email will come directly from the
ElectionBuddy system. Please be aware that filters
may send the system-generated invitation email
into folders such as spam, updates, promotions. It is
wise to check such folders first, but if you can’t find
the invitation email, another link can be sent
directly to you. Please contact the NZ Branch
Secretary, secretary@dancescottish.org.nz.

The voting period opens on 30 November 2025 and
closes on 13 December 2025 — unless something
untoward happens! You will be notified if that
‘something’ happens — fingers crossed it won’t.

Dates relating to NZ Branch AGM 2026

® 31 October 2025 - final date for submitting
amendments to notices of motion to
secretary@dancescottish.org.nz. Amendments must
be signed and dated by both the proposer and
seconder, both of whom must be NZ Branch
members. Any NZ Branch member may submit an
amendment. NB: all amendments will be forwarded
to the Parliamentarian (independent adviser) to
ensure that the intent of every amendment is clear
and unambiguous and in accordance with the NZ
Branch Constitution.

19 November 2025 - final date for sending out all
papers relating to the NZ Branch AGM. Papers are
sent to members by email or post, according to
membership category.

30 November to 13 December 2025 inclusive —
individual voting period for qualifying notices of
motion and amendments. A notice will be sent if
the dates need to change.

Any queries, please email
secretary@dancescottish.org.nz

Joy Dick, NZ Branch Secretary

From the Membership & Comms Desk ...

Goodness, time flies when you’re having fun ... or so
they say. (&)

This is my final Kiwi News as Membership and Comms
Coordinator, as my three years are up. So far, no one’s
put their hand up to take over the job, but I’'m hopeful

someone will realise how rewarding this role can be, as
well as how necessary.

In the meantime, I'd like to take this opportunity to
hand out a couple of bouquets and a wee brickbat.
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First — bouquets my eternal thanks to Désirée
Patterson for her wonderful work on the printed
magazines (both NZ Scottish Country Dancer and Kiwi
News). She has always been on top of the schedule —
keeping me on track — and does a lovely job of bringing
together all the news and photos. Believe me — it’s not
easy, especially when folk can get a bit precious about
some necessary edits.

And a bouquet to Andrew Patterson for continuing to be
a guide and mentor for me, even in this past year as |
worked my way through membership renewals. His

patience appears endless ... thank goodness. (&)

And now for the brickbat ... well not really, but some
thoughts for everyone to take on board to help the
people who follow me in this role:

Membership —it’s a big job taking care of this ... after all,
we’re a branch of over 600 dancers. Could | please ask
that everyone take an extra five seconds next year to
check their details are correct on the club worksheets;
that their post code is included in their address; that
their address is spelled correctly ... It’s a wee action you
can take that saves time and frustration at this end.
Each of you only need to ensure one contact is correct ...
| need to go through the NZ Post Code finder for scores
of addresses to find post codes, RD numbers, correct
street names, city names rather than just suburbs (12
Smith St, Bowen might make sense to you ... but | —and
the following Coordinators — have to make it make
sense for the local postie, as well as Edinburgh). This
extends to email addresses as well.

| really have loved this role — | get to share our love of
dancing through our Facebook page; | feel like | get to
know everyone as | work through membership renewal;
| get to make an early connection with new dancers as
they sign up for the first time; | get the first look at the
magazines; through our social media, | get to share the
unique personality of our SCD community in NZ with the
world! The busiest times are September/October for
membership renewal, and December/lanuary as | run
around trying to keep up with all the action at Summer
School ... but | can highly recommend this role. | think it

might well be the best one on the Branch Committee. (&)
(Don’t tell the others | said that (&5)
See you on the dance floor! And feel free to contact me

if you'd like some insight into this role ...
membership@dancescottish.org.nz

Cheers, Su

Su Marshall, Communications, Publicity and Membership
Coordinator

Education and Training

Plans are well underway for the Unit 1 (11 October),
Unit 2 (27 October) and Unit 3 (at Summer School)
exams of the Teaching Certificate, with candidates from
all over New Zealand. Good luck to them all. Thanks to
the certificated teachers around the country who have
been helping prepare the candidates, and the dancers
who have given up their time to make up sets of
dancers to practise the prescribed dances.

The next sitting for Unit 1 (theory) is early March, so it's
time to get in touch with me if you'd like to prepare for
that session. The theory exam is useful for CTI trainees,
Teaching Certificate candidates, and anyone curious
about the specifics of SCD history, music, steps, and
formations. The New Zealand Branch offers a free
preparation course for the exam, and also pays for your
exam fee. You can also get a link to a free copy of the
Manual from HQ when you sign up for Unit 1.

At Summer School we are offering a Mentoring and
Tutoring course for certificated teachers, taught by
Graham Donald. This will help teachers support and
prepare future candidates. The course is made up of an
online session via Teams in late November, and three in-
person sessions at Summer School. If you are interested
in some continuing teacher development but will not be
at Summer School, please get in touch with me if you'd
like to join the online session.
education@dancescottish.org.nz.

Summer School is in Christchurch this year. This is
always a fantastic experience, with the opportunity to
be taught by wonderful teachers, dancing with your
international dance family, to the music of some
amazing musicians. It's not too late to sign up and be at
this year's event, with an outing planned to see some
penguins!

Hazel Fish, Education and Training Coordinator

Youth

Although we are noticing a gradual increase in JAM
numbers around the country, we are still not seeing big
numbers concentrated in any particular area. The
Auckland-Northland Region are therefore to be
congratulated on the effort and finances put into
running a Day School for children during the recent
school holidays. With almost half of those attending
being new to Scottish Country Dancing, teachers Elaine
Goldthorpe and Katherine Uren were kept on their toes
in adjusting activities to cater for those who arrived.

Being creative and adaptive is all part of being an SCD
teacher, but it becomes even more important when
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younger dancers are involved. Many of you will
appreciate there is often a broad range of ages and
experience in these groups. Having some backup
activities on hand, particularly for very young dancers
who may not be able to sustain dancing throughout an
entire session, can be helpful. These might include
simple wordfinds, crossword puzzles, matching pictures
to dance terms or feet positions, or drawing themselves
or others dancing.

Almost everyone likes to hear stories about a dance, so
try to include interesting snippets about some of the
dances worked on each night. | often have to remind
myself that | may need to explain some of the Scottish
words in a dance title, like a loch or a Barmkin.
Interesting conversations and confusions can arise
relating to dances. During one session, | had talked
about a dance possibly originating in the nineteenth
century. We figured out which century we are in now
and decided that the dance was over two centuries old.
The next time we did the dance, | said it was over 200
years old, only to be challenged and told it was two
centuries old!

Enjoy the last term of dancing with your young, and not-
so-young, dancers.

Jeanette Lauder, Youth Coordinator

RSCDS NZ Branch Shop

Latest arrival:

RSCDS Book 54 and double CD are now available.

I am happy to accept orders for collection at Summer
School (thus saving p&p), if you order them before
December.

Recent arrivals:

- Tuis in the Garden — a 6th book by Gaye Collin

- Edinburgh Branch Centenary Book incl CD

- CD After the Rain (Marian Anderson and her SCD
Band) — dance instructions available as a free .pdf
file (Belfast Branch)

- Cheshire Branch 40th Anniversary book and CD

- Dunfermline Branch 90th Anniversary book and CD

- Hands Across Vol 2 (Chris Totton)

- The Rosehill Memorial Collection (Donald Readerlear)

Books available:

- RSCDS Book 53 and 2 CDs

- RSCDS A5 Compilations of Books 13 — 44

- Formation Foundations book, plus Green and Blue
CDs (teaching aid)

- Auld Friends Meet — collection of Roy Goldring’s
dances

- Five books by Gaye Collin (From Paper to Pearl, SCD
is All Around the World, The Musicians’ Wedding,
Creative in Lockdown, Dance Book 5)

- Memories Are Made of This, Volumes 1 to 5 by Amy
Luxton

- A Toast to the Future, by lain Boyd — available as
free .pdf

- The Bainfield Collection, by Margaret Bailey Allison
— available as free .pdf

- Dance Devisers’ Days books 2001-2023
and many, many more (please enquire if a
particular title not shown here)

CDs available include:

- CD Dance Through the Decades (RSCDS)

- CD The Hour of Pearl — by Chris Duncan and
Catherine Strutt (NSW)

- CDs for Books 49, 50, 51, 52 and 53 (RSCDS)

- CD The Musicians’ Wedding — Marian Anderson

- CD Thistle Hall — by Peter Elmes (limited number)

- CD The Other Kangaroo Paw (limited number)

Book and CD catalogues are available on the Branch
website, or if you can’t see what you need, please
contact me.

For all enquiries please contact Sue Pearson:
- email Shop@dancescottish.org.nz
- NZ Branch website
- snailmail C/- 21 Stafford Street, Whanganui 4501
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Website: www.summerschool2025-26.co.nz

El Summer School
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Summer School 2025/2026

Although the early bird special rates have finished, we
still welcome registrations for Summer School in
Christchurch at the end of the year. Remaining spaces
for residents at College House are limited, so if you are
thinking of coming along and enjoying a week of
amazing music and enthusiastic teaching, then get in
quick. Register on our website at
www.summerschool2025-26.co.nz .

Our theme this year is the good old 1920s,
encompassing all the glamour of that era, and
acknowledging the time when SCD had just been
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revived by the Society to then take off around the
world. A chance to look back at the past and into the
future. We are very pleased to announce that McPhees
Celtic https://mcphees.co.nz/ are kindly sponsoring
some amazing prizes for our fancy dress night, so come
along in your finest attire and you may leave that night
with a very pleasant surprise.

All our evening dances will be held at the Medbury
Centre at Medbury School, entrance off Creyke Road.
There will be door sales available for most nights,
however we request that those not registered at the
school, but attending Hogmanay or the President’s Ball,
reserve a ticket, so we can cater accordingly. You can
contact our team for this at
summerschool2025.26@gmail.com. Our website has all
the evening programmes available, including links to the
Strathspey Server, where cribs, diagrams and good
quality videos are also available for many of the dances.
No excuses for not being prepared for a great night out.

For those attending classes we have some amazing
teachers and musicians, all prepared to extend your
knowledge and enjoyment of dancing. Our teachers are:

Development Class — Diane Bradshaw
Intermediate Class — Helen Smythe
Advanced Class — Hazel Fish

Social Class — Damon Collin

Very Advanced Low Impact Class — Doug Mills

Very Advanced High Impact — Linda Henderson (US
based)

Exam Class — Ruth Budden

Music Class — Shona and Susan MacFadyen (both from
Scotland)

All classes will have musicians for a good proportion of
the time. Along with the MacFadyen sisters, we have
local musicians Clare Simpson, lain Matcham, Jason and
Pip Morris, and Sharlene Penman. And if that isn’t
enough talent, we have the amazing Ewan Galloway
also coming from Scotland, so he may well be part of a
very special “Stagger Inn” or two.

We have Graham Donald returning to New Zealand to
run a teacher/mentor class for teachers wanting to
learn how to foster the next generation of teachers
through the examination process.

Along with extra afternoon classes, shops, activities, and
the odd outing, it is going to be a very full school
programme. We look forward to seeing you on the
dance floor.

Graeme Plank, Organiser of the 2025-2026 NZ Branch
RSCDS Summer School

NEW IN Enamelled
Brooches g

Carried in Stock; SCD Pumps for Men and Women.
Duchess; Black, Purple, Blue, Pewter and Gold.

NMcPHEE'S

Order online at www.mcphees.co.nz
Ph/Txt 021 587 315 enquiries@mcphees.co.nz

SCD Footwear & Accessories held in stock.
Free overnight courier throughout NZ on all orders over $50.

Ghillie pumps for men & women. Now with Supershock insoles.
Ballet style pumps for women. Now with Supershock insoles.

Charles Rennie Mackintosh
The Glasgow Rose

Levin, N.Z Ph/Txt 021 587 315



https://mcphees.co.nz/
mailto:summerschool2025.26@gmail.com

Kiwi News — October 2025

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGIONS

Otago-Southland Region

It has been a busy winter of dancing in the Otago-
Southland Region (or Southern Empire as it is known in
some circles). The Winton Annual Dance at the end of
June — just too late to make the last issue of Kiwi News —
attracted visitors from clubs in Dunedin, Waitahuna, and
Isla Bank; and it was great to see three of the Winton
Juniors there too.

The two Dunedin clubs — Burns SCD Club and Ceilidh
SCD Club — have held “home and away” joint fixtures
this year. The latest, on 21 July, saw Ceilidh Club
welcome dancers from Burns for an excellent evening of
dancing and a supper. Attention switched to Invercargill
on 26 July, when the Region held a “helping at club”
workshop and a dance. Aimed at building depth in the
ability to “take” dances at club nights, the workshop
was led by Hazel Fish and there were 18 attendees from
Winton, Waitahuna, and Dunedin. Again, the junior
dancers from Winton made quite an impact at the early
evening dance that followed, and we are planning a
Juniors Class at the 2026 Easter School in Invercargill.

In August, Region members called community ceilidhs at
Lake Roxburgh (2 August) and Opoho Presbyterian
Church in Dunedin (15 August), and Ceilidh SCD Club
held their Annual Dance on 23 August.

Waitahuna dancers organised a special dance on
13 September, to mark both Quentin Currall’s birthday
and his gaining his full Teaching Certificate at the
Summer School at Wellington. Dancers came from
Northland to Southland, and even Australia. Although
he became aware that a dance was being arranged,
Quentin had no idea of who was coming or other
details. There was a great write-up and photo of the
event in the Otago Daily Times the following Monday.

Quentin and Ruth Currall (Photo credit: Otago Daily Times)

At Quentin’s birthday dance

On top of this is the regular Technique Class held once a
month at Henley, near Dunedin Airport — handy if you
are flying in!

Coming up, we have the Region Annual Dance on
15 November and Palmerston Club’s 65t anniversary
dance on 22 November, and of course, the Southern
Empire Easter School (SEES) in early April 2026 — book
your flights and accommodation now!

Gregor Macaulay, Secretary, Otago-Southland Region

Timaru SCD Club 70th Birthday

“Let’s Celebrate ...”

What an opportunity it was! Coupled with lively music
and plenty of energetic dancing, those attending the
Timaru Scottish Country Dance Club’s 70th birthday
certainly showed their enthusiasm for a celebration to
remember!

The local club, formed in March 1955, held its first
dance in the Technical College Hall (now Ara
Polytechnic) on Arthur Street with an admission of two
shillings and sixpence. As membership grew, club nights
moved to various sites around Timaru with both adult
and children’s classes happening in the 1960s — there
was even a waiting list to join the junior dancers!

Timaru Club’s 70th birthday function formally started off
in style, with a Grand March led by piper Heather Fifield.

Piper Heather Fifield (front, centre) led the Grand March
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Then the chosen dance programme began with dancers
from Waimate, Christchurch, Oamaru and Palmerston
joining local club members to “reel away the evening”.
Even some former members who came as invited guests
got onto the dance floor, surprised they still had the
energy and co-ordination to keep up with current
dancers. Our longest attending current members of
Timaru Club, Jennifer Black and Janice Wilkins, cut the
celebratory cake which was shared during supper.

Jennifer Black and Janice Wilkins cut the celebratory cake

Although Scottish country dancing may have lost some
of its popularity over recent years, those attending
Timaru Club’s birthday certainly proved otherwise. Past
members, friends of Timaru Club, and current dancers
rekindled old friendships, united in their love of Scottish
music and the fun of a fast whirl on the dance floor. We
look forward with confidence to our next milestone
birthday.

Sandra Hetherington, Secretary, Timaru SCD Club

Ngaio SCD Club, Wellington

On a regular dance night, a Thursday in late July, we
held our Annual Dinner Dance with guests invited from
local clubs. This year’s theme was ‘Flower Power’, so the
decorations were flowers, the table napkins were floral,
and many guests chose to wear clothes featuring
flowers. We had a superb meal, with plenty of time for
talking.

Many of the dancers wore florals (Photo: John Patterson)

After dinner, our tutor Melva Waite had a programme of
popular flower-themed dances for us too! The dances
included Scotland’s Gardens, Wisp of Thistle, and The
Dancing Bees.

We danced to live music from
Jason Morris on keyboard and
Heather Elder on fiddle.

Most recently, on a regular
dance night in September, we
enjoyed a Tartan and Fun
Night, and decorated the hall
with tartan rugs and banners
on the walls. A good many
kilts were worn, and tartan
skirts and sashes too. A fun
programme of many ceilidh
dances (not needing study, and easy to learn with our
tutor’s teaching), with much changing of partners, easy
and fun. Again we had live music, from Jason Morris on
keyboard and Hilary Ferral on fiddle.

Jason embraced the
Flower Power theme

Our tutor Melva Waite had included three dances for
experienced dancers too. One was Trip to Bavaria, a
Ngaio Club favourite. Jason surprised us again, playing
his large tuba, and again our men had their Bavarian
hats to doff at each corner of the dance. Such fun!

Dancers had a brought a plate of food for supper, which
was enjoyed, with much chatting and laughter to
complete the evening.

Our Tartan and Final Night in November will complete
another wonderful year of dance, fitness, fun and
friendship.

Wendy Donald

Waikanae SCD Club

As part of our 50th Anniversary celebrations, Waikanae
Scottish Country Dance Club held a pot luck lunch
for current and former members of the club. We had a
social afternoon of renewing friendships and dancing at
the Presbyterian Church hall in Waikanae.

It was of great concern that when the President arrived
at 11:30 am, expecting to find the hall open and in use
by another group until 1:00 pm, she found it securely
locked with a notice on the door that read "So
sorry, meeting cancelled because Speaker is unable to
come”. Fortunately some former members knew the
code and were able to open the door.

A good mix of past and present members attended and
had a wonderful time, sharing food, renewing
friendships and reminiscing about past dancing
experiences.
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After our shared lunch, our tutors Joy Tracey, Annie
Christie and Isobel Harris-Clarke shared the briefing of a
selection of dances. It was wonderful to see our former
members on the dance floor again.

We had a very pleasant and successful afternoon. It is
also very rewarding that as a result of this event, some
former members have returned to dance on club nights.

Our 50th Anniversary Dance was held in early August.
The hall was decorated in golden colours and looked
very festive. Dancers and guests were welcomed to the
hall by a local piper. The dance started with a Grand
March and then everyone danced to the wonderful
music of Jason Morris, Hilary Ferral, Jonny Warnes and
Philippa Morris. The 50th Anniversary Celebration
programme was drawn from the club’s annual dance
programmes over the years, and everyone enjoyed
dancing old and new favourites. Our tutors shared the
responsibility of briefing the dances.

A former president, Shirley Kalogeropoulos, welcomed
all to our celebration and gave a brief history of the
Waikanae Club. The cake (made and iced beautifully by
Annie Christie) was cut by Alex and Olive MacDonald
and their granddaughters Katie and Emily, who have
been club members for many years.

Everyone enjoyed a sumptuous supper and a chat with
friends old and new.

It was a wonderful night of dancing. | would like to
thank everyone for their contributions and support to
make our 50th Anniversary memorable.

Joanne Speight, Secretary, Waikanae SCD Club

Opotiki SCD Club

What a wonderful afternoon we had, celebrating the
Eastern Bay of Plenty at our recent social — so much
laughter and warm-hearted teasing, and of course the
fun of dancing! Our selection of dances reflected some
of the many special attributes of the Eastern Bay of

Plenty — the sea and the fishing, the beaches, a
favourite with holiday makers and weddings, bush, the
rivers, volcanoes, great weather and friendly people.
And of course the bountiful orchards — “The Orchards of
Co. Armagh” was light-heartedly renamed “The
Orchards of Opétiki” for the day.

Although we did not include any core dances, nearly all
the dances on our programme were popular and well-
known, and straightforward enough for new dancers to
join in. And we were so delighted to see new dancers
there from several clubs. There were a few more
complicated dances, just to give the more experienced
dancers a challenge. It was great to see that most
people danced most dances.

Thanks to all of you who came and helped to make it
such a fun afternoon, bringing with you your friendship,
goodwill and light-heartedness. We are such a small
club, and we love welcoming you here once a year.
Thank you!

Sue Stillwell

Hastings SCD Club update

At our AGM, the Club was delighted to award three life
memberships to long-serving dedicated members: Mary
Dixon, President; Jeannie Wright, Secretary; and
Margaret Brougham, Committee Member.

Mary Dixon, President, Hastings SCD Club

A' &N A

Hastings Club Life Members. Left to right: Margaret
Brougham, Jeannie Wright, Mary Dixon, Colin Barker, Val
Mitchell, Pauline Griffiths
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Auckland-Northland Region
Spotlight on Young People

We feature: a) a day class organised by people from
three clubs with support from the Region Committee;
and b) the Young Unicorns of Innes Club.

Our Day School at Matakana (Northland) had 15
students from 5 to 16 years (and from 3’2 to 6’3 ft in
height) and six supporting adults, including our
wonderful teachers Elaine Goldthorpe and Katherine
Uren. We had whole class sessions where the big kids
helped the little kids; and also breakout sessions when
the group split into two, to concentrate on techniques
more suited to different abilities. The shared lunch was
generous and enjoyed by all, the company a delight and

Juniors day school at Matakana

a repeat session has already been requested.

The Young Unicorns meet on Mondays at the Innes
Scottish Country Dancing Club at Stanhope Road School
in Ellerslie, during term time 6:30 pm until 7:30 pm —
supper! — with some adults joining in from about 7 pm.

The ideal age is from 7 to 17, but older learners are
encouraged to join in too. Bring soft shoes, a smile,
whanau or a friend if you like, or just come by yourself.
First time free! After that, casual is $5 per session, or
$25 for the year. Just joining in and having a fun time is
the main goal. Just come along, or text 021 266 0565, or
check out the Innes Club Facebook page!

Family Night is 1 December: easy dances and shared
dinner — great to try it out!

If you have family or friends in Auckland — do tell them
about the Young Unicorns and encourage them to go
along.

Some Young Unicorns with teacher Katherine Uren —and a
chap dressed as a unicorn — that some branch members may
recognise! (Duncan Laidlaw)

OTHER INTERESTING STUFF

My Scottish Dancing Family

I'm sure everyone saw the article by Dorothy Wilson
“My Second Family” in the April 2025 issue of the UK
Scottish Country Dancer. | would like to add to that
sentiment by letting you know that that is the way | feel
about my Scottish dancing friends too.

Four months ago, | drove from my home in
Christchurch, up to Cambridge for the annual King’s
Birthday Weekend, to play with my Auckland band
Glenfiddle.

The weekend was very successful and | enjoyed it
immensely, playing for Helen Smythe’s class and for the
evening functions. Well done, Cambridge Club, for
keeping the dancers on their feet and smiling!

On the Monday, | drove north to Auckland, visited a
couple of people, arriving at my friend’s place, my host
for the next few days. | unloaded my gear from the car,
but before | could knock on their front door, my right
knee popped loudly and gave way. It was excruciatingly
painful and | couldn’t put any weight on it without
crying out in pain.

Long story short, ambulance was called, arrived 9 pm,
Waitakere Hospital, X-ray, no luck guessing as to what
may have happened inside my knee — a suggestion by
one of the doctors was “baker’s cyst”.
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Finally discharged at 2 pm on Tuesday, with painkillers
and crutches, and with a direction to see my own doctor
when | arrived home in Christchurch, when they would
probably scan my knee to find out what was going on.

Now all of this would have been OK if | hadn’t had
things to do! Those of you that know me, know that my
days are fairly full when | go up to Auckland. | had to let
Ruth Budden know that | couldn’t play for her club’s
newer teacher trainees who were to brief a dance each,
and other club members.

Then | had to let Judy Peace know | wouldn’t be at her
place after Tuakau. | was organised to play for Elaine
Goldthorpe’s Kaiwaka club at 10 am on Wednesday, and
| usually stay at Judy’s, then take her with me when |
drive north.

So my activities were severely curtailed, and | just had
to figure out a way to drive back home on Saturday. The
ferry was booked for Sunday morning.

In the meantime, the cogs of the SCD community were
turning. Ruth let me know that two of the dancers at
her club were offering to drive me down the North
Island to Palmerston North. This was just so mind-
blowingly generous, and it was gratefully accepted. |
have to thank very much a long-standing dancer at
Tuakau Club, Katharine Hoskyn, for coming up with this
suggestion in the first place.

In the meantime, | was getting more confidence about
walking again, with painkillers still, but | was able to
drive a short distance. So for my return journey, | met
up with Jenn Tschumy and Theresa Malloy, who live in
the Papakura area, at Bombay.

We bunny-hopped our way down the North Island,
coffee at Tirau, lunch at Taupd, also charging my EV as
we went. Jenn has had much experience driving various
types of cars in her job, so she was a great driver, and
Theresa followed us in her car. | am eternally grateful to
both these relatively new dancers for their gracious and
generous support!

| drove the remainder of the way to Lynne and James
Scott’s to stay the night before catching the ferry. My
daughter-in-law met me in Picton and drove me home.

Once there, | had a scan which revealed a tear in the
meniscus. So my dancing has been somewhat non-
existent. Hopefully | will get back into action shortly.

Thank you so much to my Scottish country dancing
friends who made my return journey so doable.

PS — And yes, | did go to Winter School. | couldn’t dance,
not even warm-up, but | got to play with the fiddler
James Gastineau-Hill in Gaye and Damon Collin’s class.
So that was lovely of the committee to find me a useful

job. I met up with all my Aussie friends, musicians and
teachers, etc, and it was well worth going to, even when
incapacitated.

Sharlene Penman

Karen Douglas writes:

Just wondering if anyone has a really nice knitted kilt
sock pattern. They seem to be hard to find. The ones
online seem pretty average.

Cheers Karen Douglas

Email : karenmdougie@gmail.com
Post : 186 Roberts Avenue, RD 14 Whanganui 4584

UPCOMING EVENTS

Auckland-Northland Events

Visiting Northland or Auckland — do come and see us

Events coming up in November
Full details at www.scdaucklandnorthland.org.nz

All dates are Saturdays unless specified
Region Book 54 event — 1 November, 1:45 - 5:00 pm
Royal Oak — 15 November

Ranfurly Club Dance — Sunday 3 November, 11:30 am
-3:30 pm

Young Unicorns Party Night — Monday 1 December,
6 pm

OTAGO-SOUTHLAND REGION
ANNUAL DANCE 2025

Saturday 15 November, 7:00 pm

Opoho Presbyterian Church Hall
Farquharson Street, Dunedin
(Off Signal Hill Road)
Admission : $10 adults,
$5 children and spectators
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An Afternoon with Book 54
Saturday 1%t November 2025
1.45pm - 5pm

St John’s Baptist Church Hall,
47 Church Road, Northcote, Auckland.

All dancers welcome.
$5 per dancer, plus a small plate for afternoon tea.
Guidance will be given about formations in each dance.
Newer dancers dancing only a few dances — no fee.
Organised by Auckland-Northland Region Committee.

Meet Book 54
A Special Wellington Region Event

Saturday 1 Nov, 2025
1pm-5pm (dancing starts 1.15)
Khandallah Town Hall, 11 Ganges Road, Khandallah
Tutor: Diane Bradshaw
$5 Pay at the Door

The Wellington Region C is sp ing an aft of d g to introduce
the Region’s dancers to the new RSCDS book, Book 54. Book 54 has a lot of highly social
dances which we expect will be popular.

The event includes afternoon tea, and dances will be taught by Diane Bradshaw.

We will also be introducing music from the new double CD by Neil Galloway and his
band, recorded for the dances.

ble for i diate d. or above. Check with your tutor if in doubt.

To encourage attendance, the Region Committee is subsidising the event to keep the
cost low, as an end of year treat.

Put in your diaries!!
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GET READY TO COME TO
SOUTHERN EASTER SCHOOL 2026

The Otago-Southland Region Easter School 2026
will be in Invercargill, the southernmost city in the
Commonwealth, Friday 3 April to Monday 6 April.

Classes offered are Juniors, Intermediate, Low
Impact/Social, and Advanced High Impact, and
attendees are invited to organise teams for a
demonstration/display competition. There will of
course be free time and evening functions (with live
music)

Invercargill has a wide range of accommodation
options from backpackers to luxury hotels.

The city is perfectly located for adding on a holiday
to make the most of your trip (flights are cheaper in
the days before and after) — explore Stewart Island,
Fiordland, the Catlins — and is an exciting
destination in itself: Bert Munro, Bill Richardson
Transport Museum, Queens Park, Bluff Oysters, E.
Hayes & Sons, Oreti Beach ...

Come South, book your travel and accommodation
now. More details of the School will follow as
planning proceeds.

Motueka Scottish Country Dance Club
tnvite You to their 2026 ceilidh
Music by Footloose
12 March 2026, Lower Moutere Memorial Hall
For more tnformation, contact

Kim wWallace-Thexton motuekascd@yahoo.com

Euntry will be bg ticket only
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From the Editor

This issue ended up being just 11 pages long. As it requires 12 pages to make up a printed ‘booklet’, | went in search of
an interesting item to add to this last page.

When | took on the role of Editor, the then Branch President, Elaine Laidlaw, entrusted me with a box of back copies of
The NZ Scottish Country Dancer magazine. | found what | was looking for in the very first issue, which dates back to 1957.

| am sure you have all danced The Duke and Duchess of Edinburgh. It is interesting to read how it came about. Devised
in 1948, the RSCDS included it in Book 39, when it came out in 1996, to celebrate the Queen’s 70t birthday.

There is a New Zealand connection to this dance too, as the co-deviser, Mrs Florence Lesslie, settled in NZ in 1964. She
had a significant impact on New Zealand dancing, and was instrumental in the formation of the NZ Branch. She
became our first examiner, by special permission from Miss Milligan.

8 N.Z. SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCER

To anyone interested in Scottish country dancing in Britain, and to
many in these Islands, the name of Allie Anderson must be very
well known. Miss Anderson has been a member of the R.S.C.D.S.
from its inception in 1923; she played a part in the foundation of
the Edinburgh Branch in the following year and has watched (and
helped) this Branch grow to be the largest in the country, with a

membership of 2,000.

Miss Anderson is very well known also as a teacher of Scottish

country dancing, and has trained teams for many
She has also written several dances most popular in
We are most privileged to have her

occasions.
Scottish country dance circles.
own account of the composing of :

important

THE DUKE AND DUCHESS OF EDINBURGH
— Reel —

WHY IS THERE an urge to create a new
dance? Normally it is inspired by some person,
place or event that deserves the honour of being
remembered.

I can tell you the story of The Duke and
Duchess of Edinburgh’. Mr. John Robertson
(then on the B.B.C. staff in Edinburgh) tele-
phoned me very late one evening and said “Will
you devise a dance? I think I have a good tune
here.” “Sing it to me,” I said and over the
telephone he did so. I liked the melody and
asked him to jot it down for me.

While Mr. Robertson and his family had
been listening to the hroadcast wedding service
of H.R.H. Princess Elizabeth to the Duke of
Edinburgh, his small daughter, who loved Scot-
tish country dance music, became rather bored
listening to the long service and kept saying
“Play me ‘The Duke of Perth’ Daddy.” Mr.
Robertson said “Why not ‘The Duke of Edin-
burgh?””

The idea appealed strongly to me, as
Princess Elizabeth was already the Patron of
the Society. Why not have a new dance along
traditional lines, introducing something new to
celebrate the occasion?

With these thoughts in mind, and after
receiving the music, I asked Florence Lesslie, at
that time Secretary of the Edinburgh Branch to
collaborate in this work. Mrs. Lesslie and I
pooled our ideas and we tried out various
formations until we were satisfied that we had
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something worthwhile and something that
suited the music which Mr. Robertson had
specially composed.

This done, Royal consent to dedicate it and
name it after their Royal Highnesses had to be
sought. A handwritten copy of the dance,
directions, and music was sent with the letter
asking permission,

This was graciously granted, and the dance
known as the ‘Duke and Duchess of Edinburgh’
was published. Its popularity has far exceeded
our expectations.

Later, when this dance was performed in
the presence of their Royal Highnesses, the
three people concerned in its creation had the
honour of being presented.

‘The Duke and Duchess of Edinburgh’ has
a ‘three-couple’ longwise formation and is
danced entirely with the ‘skip change of step’
(the travelling step) until the last figure when
‘slip step’ is used. The unique figure is where
the first couple dance three hands across with
right hands, changing to left hands across with
the other couple. I was most amused to find
that people who have danced ‘The Duke and
Duchess” abroad call this figure ‘Teapots’.

The tunes specially composed for the dance
are ‘The Duke and Duchess of Edinburgh’ and
‘Birkhall’; Birkhall, of course, being where the
Royal couple spent their honeymoon.

Allie Anderson



