
President’s	Report 

Hi	everyone


Spring	and	daylight	saving	have	arrived,	complete	with	the	changeable	weather	which	makes	
this	time	of	year	both	something	to	look	forward	to	and	a	considerable	challenge.


September	to	December	is	a	busy	time	for	the	Branch	as	we	deal	with	membership	renewal,	
participation	in	the	RSCDS	AGM,	and	planning	for	our	own	AGM	on	1	January	2025.	Thank	you	
to	everyone	involved	in	the	membership	renewal	and	fee	collection	process.	Registering	600+	
new	 and	 returning	 RSCDS	members	 in	 a	 timely	 manner	 requires	 everyone,	 from	 individual	
members	to	club	and	region	secretaries	and	treasurers,	to	play	their	part.	


Thinking	about	RSCDS	membership	and	keeping	in	touch	with	the	activities	of	the	RSCDS,	both	
in	Scotland	and	internationally,	I	encourage	you	all	to	read	Dance	Scottish	Together.	This	is	the	

RSCDS	 e-newsletter	 that	 arrives	 in	 your	mailbox	 each	month.	 I	 find	 the	 items	 from	other	 Branches	 fascinating	 and	
inspirational,	 and	 I	 am	 really	 enjoying	watching	The	Blether	 –	 a	 video	 interview	between	William	Williamson,	Gary	
Coull	(Chair	and	Chair-Elect)	and	a	different	RSCDS	member	each	month.	Previous	interviewees	have	included	Summer	
School	 Directors,	 the	 Editor	 of	 the	 RSCDS	 magazine,	 and	 members	 from	 Branches	 that	 have	 initiated	 successful	
membership	drives.


Many	of	you	will	be	looking	forward	to	attending	Summer	School	in	Wellington	at	the	end	of	the	year.	How	fabulous	to	
read	that	36%	of	registrants	will	be	attending	their	first	school.	You’re	guaranteed	to	have	a	wonderful	time.


Clubs	and	regions	are	also	busy	planning	end	of	year	activities,	as	well	as	starting	the	forward	planning	for	the	next	
dancing	year.	I	wish	you	all	a	successful	end	of	the	dancing	season	and	hope	to	see	many	of	you	at	Summer	School.


Happy	dancing.


Debbie

Debbie	Roxburgh,	RSCDS	NZ	Branch	President


From	the	NZ	Branch	Secretary

Individual	voting	(or	one	person,	one	vote)


Since	2024	is	only	the	second	time	that	individual	voting	
is	 taking	 place	 for	 (non-constitutional)	 Notices	 of	
Motion	 for	 the	 upcoming	 NZ	 Branch	 AGM,	 below	 are	
reminders	of	what	happens.	Voting	by	region	delegates	
is	still	in	place	for	any	Notices	of	Motion	which	result	in	
changes	to	the	Constitution.	


An	outline	of	individual	voting	in	2024	follows:	

• ElectionBuddy	is	once	again	the	voting	platform	

• As	 for	 any	 voting	 system,	 there	 will	 be	 scrutineers	
(two)	who	administer	the	voting	process


• Voting	 by	 ElectionBuddy	 is	 confidential.	 The	
scrutineers	 can’t	 see	 how	 you	 have	 voted,	 but	 it’s	
possible	 for	 them	 to	 see	 if	 you	 have	 voted.	 Please	
note	 that	 there	was	no	 reason	 for	 the	 scrutineers	 to	

do	so	in	2023	–	it	is	unlikely	they	will	need	to	in	2024	
either


• The	scrutineers	pass	on	only	numbers	of	people	who	
voted	and	voting	results


• All	NZ	Branch	members	who	have	a	 functional	email	
address	will	 receive	 their	 invitation	 to	 vote	 by	 email	
no	matter	which	membership	category	they	hold


• In	 cases	 where	 two	 members	 share	 a	 single	 email	
address,	 ElectionBuddy	 will	 send	 each	 of	 them	 an	
email	clearly	marked	for	each	person’s	use	only


• An	explanation	of	what	 the	 invitation	email	will	 look	
like,	 how	 ElectionBuddy	 works,	 voting	 period	 dates,	
what	to	do	if	anything	untoward	happens	etc.,	will	be	
sent	 by	 NZ	 Branch	 well	 before	 the	 email	 with	 the	
invitation	to	vote	arrives


• NZ	 Branch	 members	 who	 have	 no	 functional	 email	
address	 will	 receive	 preliminary	 information	 and	
voting	papers	by	post


• The	 invitation	 email	 will	 come	 directly	 from	 the	
ElectionBuddy	 system.	 Please	 be	 aware	 that	 filters	
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may	 send	 the	 system-generated	 invitation	email	 into	
folders	such	as	spam,	updates,	promotions.	 It	 is	wise	
to	 check	 such	 folders	 first,	 but	 if	 you	 can’t	 find	 the	
invitation	 email,	 another	 link	 can	 be	 sent	 directly	 to	
you.	 Please	 contact	 the	 NZ	 Branch	 Secretary	
secretary@dancescottish.org.nz	


• The	 voting	 period	 opens	 on	 30	November	 2024	 and	
closes	 on	 13	 December	 2024	 –	 unless	 something	
untoward	 happens!	 You	 will	 be	 notified	 if	 that	
‘something’	happens	–	fingers	crossed	it	won’t.		


Dates	relating	to	NZ	Branch	AGM	2025	

• 31	 October	 2024	 –	 final	 date	 for	 submitting	
am e n dm e n t s	 t o	 N o t i c e s	 o f	 M o t i o n	 t o	
secretary@dancescottish.org.nz	 Amendments	 must	
be	 signed	 and	 dated	 by	 both	 the	 proposer	 and	
seconder,	 both	 of	 whom	 must	 be	 NZ	 Branch	
members.	 Any	 NZ	 Branch	 member	 may	 submit	 an	
amendment	


• 19	 November	 2024	 –	 final	 date	 for	 sending	 out	 all	
papers	 relating	 to	 the	 NZ	 Branch	 AGM.	 Papers	 are	
sent	 to	 members	 by	 email	 or	 post	 according	 to	
membership	category


• 30	 November	 to	 13	 December	 2024	 inclusive	 –
individual	 voting	 period	 for	 qualifying	 Notices	 of	
Motion	and	amendments.	A	notice	will	be	sent	if	the	
dates	need	to	change


• Any	queries,	please	email	
secretary@dancescottish.org.nz	.


Joy	Dick,	NZ	Branch	Secretary


Education	and	Training

Exams


Best	 wishes	 for	 your	 results,	 to	 the	 six	 people	 taking	
their	Unit	1	exam	on	12	October.


And	 to	 those	 getting	 ready	 to	 take	 their	 Unit	 3	 or	 5	
exams	at	Summer	School.


Everyone	in	Wellington	over	the	Summer	School	period	
can	help	out	the	candidates	by	signing	up	to	be	an	exam	
dancing	volunteer	here.	We	need	a	set	 (preferably	 two	
or	more)	for	a	couple	of	practice	afternoons	(30	Dec,	1	
Jan)	 and	 two	or	more	 sets	 for	 the	 exam	 sessions	 on	 3	
Jan.	Intermediate	and	advanced	level	dancers	please	–	a	
great	way	to	get	some	extra	free	teaching!


Farewell


This	will	 be	my	 last	 Kiwi	 News	 posting	 as	 Education	&	
Training	Coordinator.	 I	hope	you’ve	found	something	of	
value	in	the	snippets	and	resources	shared	over	the	last	
three	 years.	 Sorry	 I	 didn’t	 find	 you	 something	 new	 for	
this	 one!	 Too	 busy	 getting	 ready	 to	 handover	my	 E&T	

role,	and	helping	organise	Summer	School.	Hope	to	see	
you	all	in	Wellington!


Jeanette	Watson,	Education	and	Training	Coordinator


Youth	


Thanks	to	all	who	have	encouraged	younger	dancers	to	
attend	Summer	School.	I	look	forward	to	meeting	them	
all	during	the	school.


The	number	of	registered	JAMs	around	the	country	has	
increased	 by	 50%	 from	 last	 year,	 with	 the	majority	 of	
those	 under	 12	 opting	 to	 also	 register	 as	 Junior	
Members	 of	 the	 Society.	 This	 is	 still	 not	 a	 big	 number	
but	 it	 is	 a	 positive	 sign	 and	 something	 to	 continue	 to	
build	on.


I	want	to	thank	the	many	teachers	working	with	young	
dancers.	 Your	 commitment	 to	 keeping	 them	 involved	
and	enjoying	Dancing	Scottish	is	very	much	appreciated.	
Many	 of	 you	 are	 supported	 in	 this	 by	 other	 club	
members,	whose	efforts	are	also	acknowledged.	


Jeanette	Lauder,	Youth	Coordinator


RSCDS	NZ	Branch	Shop	 	 	 	 


New	availability:

- CD	Dance	Around	the	World	(RSCDS)

- Formation	 Foundations	 set	 including	 Green	 CD	
(teaching	aid)


- CD	Formation	Foundations	Blue	(to	complete	the	set)

- RSCDS	Book	53	and	2	CDs

- The	Second	Hunter	Valley	Book	of	Dances	

- Glasgow	 Branch	 100th	 Anniversary	 book	 -	 available	
as	.pdf	or	hardcopy


- Dance	Book	5	by	Gaye	Collin

- Memories	Are	Made	of	This	Volumes	1	to	5	by	Amy	Luxton


Coming	Soon:

- Queensland	Book	 -	 ‘2001:	A	Dance	Odyssey’	 (revised	
edition	with	additional	dances)


Some	of	the	books	available:

- RSCDS	A5	Compilations	of	Books	13	–	44	

- Two	Score	+	2	for	2022	book	(tunes	by	Muriel	Johnstone)

- A	Toast	to	the	Future	by	Iain	Boyd	–	available	as	.pdf	

- Four	books	by	Gaye	Collin	(From	Paper	to	Pearl,	SCD	is	
All	 Around	 the	 World,	 The	 Musicians’	 Wedding	 and	
Creative	in	Lockdown)


- The	 Bainfield	 Collection	 by	Margaret	 Bailey	 Allison	 –	
available	as	.pdf	


and	many,	many	more	(enquire	 if	you	are	 looking	for	a	
particular	title)


CDs	available	include:	

- CD	Dance	Through	the	Decades	(RSCDS)	
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- CD	The	Hour	of	Pearl	-	by	Chris	Duncan	and	Catherine	Strutt

- CD	Auld	Friends	Meet	–	music	to	accompany	the	book	
of	 the	 same	 name	 (collection	 of	 Roy	 Goldring’s	
dances)	as	produced	a	few	year	ago


- CDs	for	Books	49,	50,	51,	52	and	53	

- CD	Beneath	the	Ben	–	Muriel	Johnstone	compositions	
for	listening	enjoyment


- CD	The	Musicians’	Wedding	

Book	and	CD	catalogues	are	available	on	the	Branch	website,	
or	if	you	can’t	see	what	you	need,	please	contact	me.


For	all	enquiries	please	contact	Sue	Pearson:		 

- email	Shop@dancescottish.org.nz	

- NZ	Branch	Website

- snailmail	C/-	21	Stafford	Street,	Whanganui	4501


Edith	Campbell


It	is	with	great	sadness	that	I	report	
the	 passing	 of	 Edith	 Campbell	 on	
24	 September.	 The	 text	 below	 is	
modified	 from	 the	 citation	 for	 the	
Region	 Appreciation	 Award,	 given	
at	the	Lower	North	Island	Ball,	on	4	
November	2023.


Edith	 gave	 over	 60	 years	 in	 the	
serv i ce	 o f	 Scottish	 Country	
Dancing.	 She	 taught	 at	 many	

National	and	Regional	events	and	at	all	levels,	including	
Summer	 Schools	 in	 1964,	 1970	 and	 1978,	 and	 Region	
Day	 Classes;	 region	 classes	 at	 all	 levels,	 including	
training	teams	for	major	demonstrations.	She	served	on	
the	 organising	 committees	 for	 major	 regional	 and	
national	 events,	 such	 as	 Summer	 School	 1970,	 the	
Wellington	Region	Golden	Ball	and	the	Diamond	Jubilee.	
Remarkably,	 she	 taught	 in	 the	Wellington	Region	 for	at	
least	 60	 years	 including	 10	 years	 at	 Wellington	 Club,	
and,	with	 her	 husband	 Bruce,	 established	 the	 Seatoun	
Club	where	she	has	taught	for	over	46	years,	also	having	
previously	taught	a	children’s	class	in	Newtown.	She	has	
served	 continuously	 on	 the	 Wellington	 Region	
Committee	since	at	least	2002.	Most	recently	she	taught	
at	the	Early	Wellington	Dances	Event.		


Beyond	this,	Edith	was	heavily	involved	in	promoting	all	
things	Scottish	throughout	the	region,	especially	through	
her	 efforts	 in	 the	 Scottish	 Interest	 Group,	 playing	 her	
harp	 at	 many	 region	 and	 branch	 occasions,	 providing	
the	 calligraphy	 for	 the	 60th	 Celebrations,	 and	 through	
her	 many	 writings	 about	 Scottish	 dancing	 and	 things	
Scottish,	 especially	 in	 her	 column	 The	 Spurtle-wielder,	
continuously	in	Harbour	City	Happenings	since	1993.	Go	
here	to	read	about	Edith’s	creativity	at	celebrations.		


There	will	be	a	memorial	service	on	30	November	at	St	
Andrews	on	the	Terrace	in	Wellington.


Rod	Downey,	President,	Wellington	RSCDS.
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Auckland-Northland	Region

St	Heliers


St	Heliers	Club	dances	on	Tuesdays	at	 the	Kohimarama	
Bowling	 Club,	 with	 teachers	 Dianne	 Reyburn,	 Jocelyn	
Whyte	and	Pat	Henley.	We	have	enjoyed	our	new	venue	
but	we	have	only	enticed	one	bowler	to	join	us	so	far.	The	
club	held	its	dance	in	August	with	the	music	of	Rose	and	
Thistle,	 led	by	club	member	Trish	Henley,	and	we	were	
pleased	to	have	eight	sets	of	dancers	on	the	floor	at	St	
Aidan’s	Church	Hall.


Membership	has	been	boosted	this	year	by	five	members	
of	 a	 three-generation	 family,	 including	 two	 JAMs,	 and	
retention	of	 new	dancers	 from	 last	 year.	We	have	 also	
welcomed	 visitors	 from	Woolgooga	 and	 Dunedin	 –	 it	 is	
good	 to	 have	 travellers	 join	 us	while	 some	 of	 our	 own	
members	 are	 overseas.	 If	 you	 are	 in	 Auckland	 on	 a	
Tuesday	 night,	 please	 don't	 hesitate	 to	 contact	 us.	 We	
have	 got	 good	 off-street	 parking,	 and	 we	 are	 not	 far	
from	a	regular	bus	route	from	the	city.


Royal	Oak	–	turns	50


Fifty	years	ago,	Ruary	Laidlaw	was	a	teacher	at	the	Royal	
Oak	 Primary	 School.	 He	 secured	 the	 school	 hall	 on	 a	
Thursday	night	for	SCD	–	and	paid	$5	a	night!	Jan	Batten	
had	danced	with	Madge	Laing	in	Hawke’s	Bay.	She	arrived	
in	 Auckland	 and	 her	 parents	 encouraged	 her	 to	 join	 a	
SCD	club.	So	she	was	a	first-year	dancer	at	the	new	Royal	
Oak	Club,	along	with	Herald	Braune.	In	the	first	year,	one	
set	generally	danced	at	a	club	night.	In	the	second	year,	
a	leaflet	drop	in	the	local	area	brought	in	Sue	Crosbie	and	
lots	more	new	dancers.


After	Ruary	moved	to	the	Waikato,	Simon	Barbour,	then	
Kath	 Burn,	 took	 over	 as	 tutors.	When	 Kath	moved	 to	
Wellington,	 she	 ‘suggested’	 to	 Jan	 and	 Sue	 that	 it	was	
now	up	to	them.	Bewildered,	they	sought	the	advice	of	

Margaret	 Laidlaw,	and	 really	appreciated	 their	 sessions	
with	her	over	three	weekends	–	and	her	endless	supply	
of	tips	and	hints.	They	particularly	remember	Margaret’s	
advice	that	if	a	dance	can’t	be	taught	in	20	minutes,	give	
it	away.	Both	Jan	and	Sue	have	come	and	gone	as	teachers	
at	the	club	–	more	than	once,	and	come	back!	The	club	
has	 also	 appreciated	 the	 teaching	 of	Marnie	 Simpson,	
Rhoda	Tanner	and	Donald	Readerlear.		


Events	and	contribution	to	the	wider	world	of	SCD	have	
always	been	 important.	The	club	organised	two	Labour	
Weekend	Schools	 and	a	 JAM	Camp	–	plus	helped	with	
other	schools.	During	the	Labour	Weekend	School	organised	
by	 the	 Innes	 Club,	 the	 club	 innovatively	 organised	 the	
Saturday	 Ball	 as	 their	 25th	 anniversary,	 with	 musicians	
Andy	 Imbrie	and	 John	Taylor	–	at	 the	magnificent	 (and	
expensive)	hall	of	King’s	College.


A	 few	 years	 later,	 another	 adventurous	 event	 involved	
hiring	the	even	more	expensive	Auckland	Town	Hall	for	
the	club	dance	during	a	visit	of	Marian	Anderson	and	Max	
Ketchin	–	who	later	also	played	at	the	40th	anniversary	club	
dance.	And	now	Royal	Oak	is	fifty,	Marian	and	Max	are	
visiting	New	 Zealand	 again	 –	 and	 can	 be	 heard	 at	 this	
year’s	50th	anniversary	club	ball.		


Waikanae	SCD	Club

Waikanae	Club	has	had	a	fun	year	of	dancing.	Our	tutors	
Joy,	Annie	and	Isobel	are	all	enjoying	their	time	working	
as	a	team,	and	the	club	members	are	enjoying	the	variety	
this	gives	us.	The	first	Friday	of	each	month	is	Tartan	Night.	
It	is	great	to	see	people	wearing	a	splash	of	tartan,	enjoying	
the	dancing,	and	chatting	over	supper.	Unfortunately	the	
numbers	attending	 club	nights	dropped	midwinter	due	
to	cold	nights,	a	number	of	travellers	going	overseas	and	
some	nasty	illnesses.	On	the	other	hand,	it	was	lovely	to	
get	visitors	come	and	dance	with	us	while	they	were	here	
holidaying	or	visiting	family	and	friends.


Waikanae	held	its	first	dance	for	a	few	years	on	10	August	
2024.	 Dancers	 from	 around	 the	 region	 came	 to	 enjoy	
our	dance	and	support	our	club.	We	had	seven	sets	of	
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St	Heliers	Ball	–	look	at	the	covering!	With	teacher	Dianne	
Reyburn	in	the	foreground.	And	can	you	spot	the	visitors	

from	Dunedin?

Royal	Oak	teachers	at	the	25th	Anniversary:	Rhoda	Tanner,	
Simon	Barbour,	Kath	Burn,	Sue	Crosbie,	Jan	Batten,	Ruary	
Laidlaw	and	Donald	Readerlear.	(Missing:	Marnie	Simpson)
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dancers	on	the	floor	and	most	stayed	for	the	entire	evening.	
There	were	 a	 lot	 of	 positive	 comments	 about	 the	hall,	
which	has	been	recently	refurbished.	The	acoustics	were	
great	and	we	all	enjoyed	the	music	played	by	Hilary	Ferral,	
Jason	Morris	and	 Johnny	Bourne.	Our	 tutors	had	 turns	
introducing	the	dances	and	enjoyed	being	able	to	dance	
as	 well.	 The	 supper	 room	 looked	 great	 with	 beautiful	
flowers	 on	 the	 tables	 and	 delicious	 food.	 We	 had	 a	
wonderful	evening	of	fun,	friendship	and	dancing.	Thanks	
everyone	for	coming	along.	


Joanne	Speight,	Secretary	Waikanae	Club


Ngaio	SCD	Club,	Wellington	

One	evening	in	early	September,	NZ	Branch	Music	Advisor	
Lynne	 Scott	 with	 her	 violin,	 and	 Sharlene	 Penman	 on	
keyboard,	 invited	 local	 dancers	 to	 a	 Music	 and	 Dance	
workshop.	 A	 good	 number	 of	 experienced,	 and	 newer	
dancers	attended.	Lynne	explained	what	a	bar	was;	how	
to	know	the	first	beat	of	the	bar;	and	how	to	count	bars.	
She	had	us	clapping	with	the	music.	Then	we	were	working	
out	how	many	bars	were	in	each	step	and	formation.	Next	
we	 were	 up	 trying	 out,	 and	 counting	 the	 bars.	 Lynne	
explained	that	most	dances	are	32	bars	 long,	and	most	
tunes	are	16	bars,	made	up	of	two	sets	of	8	bars.	So	the	
tune	must	be	played	 twice,	 and	 the	musicians	have	 to	
decide	in	which	order	to	repeat	the	tune,	to	make	32	bars.	
It	was	an	interesting	and	worthwhile	workshop,	especially	
valuable	to	those	without	music	experience.


As	we	welcomed	spring	weather	and	the	start	of	daylight	
saving,	we	held	a	very	happy	Tartan	Night.	This	was	a	new	
experience	 for	 our	 newer	 dancers	 –	 to	 dance	 in	 a	 hall	
decorated	 with	 tartan	 rugs	 and	 banners,	 and	 dancers	
wearing	 kilts,	 sashes,	 and	 tartan	 skirts.	We	had	 invited	
dancers	from	other	clubs	to	share	our	evening,	and	we	
were	glad	to	welcome	old	friends.	Our	tutor	Melva	Waite	
had	arranged	a	programme	with	mostly	dances	from	the	
forthcoming	 New	 Dancers’	 Celebration	 –	 an	 excellent	
chance	to	practise	these	with	live	music.	The	committee	
provided	supper	–	a	time	to	relax	and	chat	afterwards.


With	Summer	School	this	year	to	be	held	in	Wellington,	
many	of	our	dancers	have	enrolled	full-time,	and	some	
have	 chosen	 the	 half-school	 option.	 Some	 Ngaio	 Club	
members	have	offered	to	assist	by	baking,	being	on	the	door	
at	dances,	or	collecting	and	delivering.	


Wendy	Donald


Otago-Southland Region Dance
The	 first	 annual	 dance	 for	 the	 reconstituted	 Otago-
Southland	 Region	 will	 be	 held	 in	 the	magnificent	 new	
Clutha	District	War	Memorial	and	Community	Centre,	Te	
Pou	Ō	Mata-Au,	Balclutha,	on	Saturday	16	November,	at	
4	 pm.	 There	 will	 be	 live	 music,	 provided	 by	 Marian	

A n d e r s o n	 a n d	 M a x	
Ketchin,	 raffles,	 and	 a	
catered	 supper	 at	 the	
end.	The	venue	 is	an	easy	
drive	 from	 Dunedin,	 and	
more	convenient	for	dancers	
travelling	 from	 Central	
Otago	or	Southland.	


Admission	 $20	 for	 RSCDS	
members	 ($25	 for	 non-
members),	$10	for	children	
and	 spectators.	 EFTPOS	
will	be	available	or	people	
can	 pay	 in	 advance	 by	
internet	 banking	 –	 email	
Quentin	Currall	 for	details	
quentin@xtra.co.nz.	 The	
programme	 is	available	on	

the	Branch	website	and	is	made	up	of	favourite	dances	
contributed	 by	 every	 club	 in	 the	 region.	 Any	 dietary	
requirements,	please	email	emily.currall@gmail.com.	


The	Māori	King’s	Tartan

Did	you	know	that	the	Māori	King	had	his	own	tartan?


When	I	was	watching	the	funeral	of	the	Māori	King	Kīngi	
Tūheitia	on	television	on	5	September,	I	noticed	that	some	
of	 the	 TV1	broadcasters	were	wearing	 tartan	 scarves.	A	
number	of	dignitaries	and	men	in	the	funeral	procession	
were	 wearing	 the	 same	 scarves,	 and	 members	 of	 the	
haka	party	were	wearing	them	as	a	sash.	
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Otago-
Southland
Region Dance
16TH NOVEMBER

$20  - DANCERS
$10 - NON DANCERS &

CHILDREN
MUSIC BY 

MARIAN ANDERSON AND
MAX KETCHIN

DIETARY NEEDS TO
EMILY.CURRALL@GMAIL.COM

BALCLUTHA

OTHER INTERESTING STUFF

TV1	presenters	Julian	Willcox	and	Stacey	Morrison,	wearing	
the	Māori	King’s	tartan	scarves
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mailto:emily.currall@gmail.com
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Upon	searching	Google,	I	found	out	that	a	special	tartan	
had	been	designed	to	pay	homage	to	the	first	Māori	King,	
Pōtatau	Te	Wherowhero	(1858-1860).	It	is	registered	in	
the	Scottish	Register	of	Tartans.	


The	colours	of	a	 tartan	have	meaning:	 in	 this	case,	 the	
blue	and	gold	 represent	 the	 colours	of	 the	Kīngitanga,	
with	the	gold	stripes	representing	the	seven	waka	 that	
carried	the	Māori	to	NZ	from	the	South	Pacific.	The	red,	
white	and	black	represent	the	King’s	comment,	“There	is	
but	one	eye	of	the	needle,	through	which	the	white,	red	
and	black	must	pass"	(Pōtatau	Te	Wherowhero,	c.	1860).	
The	red	and	the	black	are	a	bit	hard	to	see	–	they	are	on	
either	side	of	the	white	stripe.


With	my	“weaver’s	eye”	(I	used	to	be	a	weaver),	I	noticed	
that	 the	gold	and	blue	blocks	have	a	stepped	zig-zaggy	
pattern,	reminiscent	of	tukutuku	panels,	rather	than	the	
straight	diagonal	of	a	traditional	twill.	


In	my	attempts	to	find	out	more,	I	learned	that	the	tartan	
is	called	“Te	Miro	a	Te	Wherowhero”	and	that	the	scarves	
were	made	in	Aotearoa	from	100%	wool,	but	I	was	unable	
to	find	out	who	had	designed	them,	or	where	they	could	
be	bought.	I	tried	many	avenues,	but	sadly	none	of	them	
resulted	in	any	answers.	


Désirée	Patterson


What’s	in	your	Dance	Band?

Scottish	Country	dancers	have	danced	to	a	wide	variety	
of	bands	over	the	centuries.	In	the	18-19th	century,	bands	
at	 large	 formal	 events	 might	 have	 comprised	 fiddles,	
flute,	harp,	cellos	and	double	bass,	but	also	sometimes	
trumpet,	 French	 horn,	 bassoon,	 oboe	 and	 percussion,	
depending	on	the	resources	available.		Without	electronic	
amplification,	more	instruments	would	have	been	essential	

to	carry	the	sound	across	the	hall.	Smaller	events	commonly	
used	 the	 fiddle	 and	 cello	 duo,	 but	 if	 the	 dancing	 was	
outside,	only	the	bagpipe	was	loud	enough.


Accordions	were	invented	in	the	early	19th	century	and	
by	the	1920s	were	becoming	established	in	Scottish	dance	
bands.	Jimmy	Shand’s	band	led	the	way	from	the	1930s,	
and	by	mid-century	the	standard	Scottish	Country	Dance	
Band	was	a	six-piece:	two	accordions,	fiddle,	piano,	double	
bass	and	drums.	Such	a	line-up	would	be	very	expensive	
to	hire	in	more	recent	times,	and	so	Scottish	dance	bands	
these	days	are	often	limited	to	two	or	three	instruments,	
selected	from	accordion,	fiddle,	piano	and	drums.


Bands	in	other	countries	have	branched	out	a	bit	more:	
Australia	had	Harp	&	Claymore	(fiddle,	flute	and	piano);	
Reel	 of	 Seven	 includes	 recorder,	 cello	 and	 sometimes	
oboe;	D.u.K	(from	Denmark)	add	guitar	and	double	bass;	
recordings	by	Bob	McMurtry	include	recorder	and	drum.


New	Zealand’s	Scottish	Country	Dance	bands	have	also	
proven	 innovative.	 Here	 you	 can	 dance	 to	 bands	 that	
include	(along	with	some	combination	of	fiddle,	accordion	
and	 piano):	 recorder	 and	 bass	 guitar	 (Bourach	 Mor),	
viola	 (Wild	 Heather),	 double	 bass	 (Strings	 Attached),	
bodhran	(Twisty	Willow)	and	other	occasional	combinations	
using	cello,	flute	and	clarinet.	And	if	you	attend	the	NZ	
Branch	Summer	School,	who	knows	what	you	will	hear	
in	the	Musicians	Class?


So	–	what’s	in	your	dance	band?


Lynne	Scott,	Branch	Music	Adviser	


Would	you	like	to	try	something	new?


This	idea	has	arisen	from	several	discussions	with	
dancers	over	the	past	two	years.


An	online	technique	class	in	2025:


• Once	a	month,	via	Zoom	for	30	-	45	minutes

• Presentation	 and	 demonstration	 of	 some	 aspect	 of	
SCD	technique


• Basic	 fundamentals,	 as	 well	 as	 finer	 points	 that	 are	
rarely	considered


• Could	be	general	dancing	practice,	 formations,	steps,	
even	some	dances	(Requests	from	participants	will	be	
considered)	


• Over	 the	 following	month	–	 try	 it	out	on	all	possible	
dancing	occasions,	 and	 then	 the	next	month,	 a	 brief	
recap	before	moving	on	to	the	next	point


• After	 45	 minutes	 –	 an	 optional	 informal	 15-minute,	
social	chat	time	for	those	interested.


For	dancers	who	would	like	a	regular	session	about	
technique.	This	is	intended	to	complement	in-person	
classes	held	in	your	region,	which	these	days	tend	to	be	
day	schools	or	one-off	classes.
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When	will	it	be	held?	Once	I	know	who’s	interested,	the	
time	and	day	will	be	arranged.	Hopefully	the	same	time	
each	month.	I	would	take	the	first	few	sessions	and	then	
envisage	involving	other	teachers	as	well.


If	interested,	please	complete	the	brief	form	at	https://
tinyurl.com/Onlinetechniqueinterest


or	contact	kath@runciman.net.nz	or	021	606	114.	
Expression	of	interest	does	not	commit	you.		


Katharine	Hoskyn


Marian	and	Max	Tour


Unfortunately,	there	is	not	enough	space	in	this	issue	to	
include	the	posters	sent	in	by	three	clubs.	However	you	
can	see	them	in	the	website	mentioned	alongside.


Here	are	the	details:	


Waimate	SCD	Club

Ceilidh	Night	and	65	Year	Celebrations

Thursday	21	November,	7:00pm

The	Pavilion,	A&P	Ground,	Waimate


Canterbury	Region

Dance	around	the	World

Saturday	23	November,	7:30	pm

Hornby	Workingmen’s	Club,	17	Carmen	Road,	
Christchurch


Nelson	Marlborough	West	Coast	Region

St	Andrews’	Dance	2024

Hosted	by	the	Nelson	SCD	Club

Saturday	30	November

6:30	drinks	&	nibbles;	7pm	dancing

Club	Waimea,	345	Lower	Queen	Street

Richmond
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UPCOMING  EVENTS




Events	coming	up	in	November	and	December


Royal	Oak	Dance	–	Saturday	9	November,	7.30pm

St	Aidan’s	Church	Hall,	Remuera,	Auckland.	With	the	
music	of	Marian	Anderson	and	Max	Ketchin


Fundraising	Ceilidh	–	Sunday	17	November,	3pm

Ceilidh	dancing	–	new	dancers	and	families	welcome.

Tuakau	Town	Hall


Dance	Around	the	World	–	Sat	23	Nov,	2pm	–	4.30pm.	
RSCDS	event	–	a	programme	of	dances	from	around	
the	world,	some	from	RSCDS	programme	and	some	
local	favourites	–	at	twin	venues:	

• Hikurangi	Hall,	Northland

• Drury	Hall,	near	Papakura/Pukekohe	exit	from	SH1


Ranfurly	 Club	 Dance	 –	 Sunday	 24	 November,	
11.30am,	Matakana	Hall


North	Shore	Christmas	Dance	–	Sat	7	Dec,	7.30pm.	
Takapuna	 Grammar	 School.	 With	 the	 music	 of	
Marian	Anderson	and	Max	Ketchin


From	more	about	all	these	events	and	more,	see

www.scdaucklandnorthland.org.nz

Ruary Laidlaw has created the following
website:-

www.reeltimedancing.com
… for those interested in:-

1. Teaching Elementary and Mainstream (Intermediate)
Dancers.

2. Finding copies of Ruary’s dances, books & CDs, and Peter
Elmes Music files

3. Downloading copies of Ruary’s dances

4. Downloading Peter Elmes mp3 music files for some of
Ruary’s dances

4. Bruce Fordyce’s “Memorial Collection” of 17 of his dances. A
CD of Bruce playing his music for 8 of his dances is also
available.

5, A spreadsheet of 270 popular dances for composers of
Saturday evening programmes.

Marion	Anderson	and	
Max	Ketchin


are	in	New	Zealand	until	
December


To	find	out	where	these	
Scottish	musicians	are	

playing,	go	to:	


https://scdaucklandnorthland.org.nz/marian-
and-max-in-new-zealand-2024/

https://scdaucklandnorthland.org.nz/marian-and-max-in-new-zealand-2024/
https://scdaucklandnorthland.org.nz/marian-and-max-in-new-zealand-2024/
http://www.scdaucklandnorthland.org.nz
https://tinyurl.com/Onlinetechniqueinterest
https://tinyurl.com/Onlinetechniqueinterest
mailto:kath@runciman.net.nz
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Dance Scottish Canterbury Region 
 

Presents 
 

A Day with 
Gaye Collin 

 

Saturday 29 March 2025 
 

At  

St Peter’s Church Hall 
Fisher Avenue, Beckenham, Christchurch 

 
There will be two classes scheduled on the 
day with a lunch break between. The 
details of the classes are below. 
 

A General Class: 
This is open to all dancers that are up to 
speed with all the basic formations, so you 
need to have been dancing for at least 2 
years. 
 

The Advanced Class: 
Dancers in this class need to know all the 
RSCDS formations and can dance them 
independently (without assistance). 
Formations like a 3C Bourrel or 3C Set and 
Rotate, Espagnole, Spoke etc. This is 
important as on the day there will be 
formations that dancers haven’t tried 
before as Gaye has some original moves in 
her dances.  
 

In the coming months, more information 
will be available. 

Gaye has a great 
passion for teaching 
and devising dances 
and is truly looking 
forward to this day. 

For all those that 
attend the classes it will 

be a delightful 
experience to learn 

some of the dances that 
Gaye has devised. 

It is always great to 
understand how it was 
meant to be danced and 

what inspired the 
dance, and who better 
to tell us than Gaye!  

King’s Birthday
Weekend School

and the 

Cambridge 70th Annual Ball
A two-day Scottish Country Dancing 
school in Cambridge.

Saturday 31 May & Sunday 1 June 2025

School music by

Glenfiddle and friends

For further information visit:
kbwe.waibopscd.org.nz

RSCDS NZ Branch Wellington Summer School 
28 December 2024 to 5 January 2025

We are excited to be hosting Summer School in Wellington City again - the first time for 17 years! Join us at 
Scots College, a co-educational boarding school set on extensive grounds just minutes from the airport. 

We have a great line up of international and local teachers and musicians. Featuring:
Kate Gentles (teacher) - UK                 Elke Baker (fiddle) - USA 
Diana Hastie (teacher) - Aust              Lisa Scott (pianist) - USA

Enjoy dance and music classes for dancers and musicians
Experience Wellington’s cafes, galleries and museums or explore our stunning harbour and nature reserves.  

Come join us - you’ll be blown away by a Wellington welcome!

Organiser:  Ann Oliver     Register:  nzsummerschool2024.nz
Email:          nzsummerschool2024@gmail.com Follow:     facebook.com/NZBranchSummerSchool


