
 

President’s	Report 
Hi	everyone


Well,	we	are	right	into	the	active	dancing	season	and	winter	is	making	itself	felt	across	the	country.	
Summer	and	Summer	School	seem	to	be	both	a	long	way	off,	and	coming	along	very	quickly.	I	can’t	
quite	believe	how	quickly	the	months	are	whizzing	past.


Remember	Summer	School	registrations	close	on	31	August,	and	you	then	have	an	extra	month	to	
apply	 for	 a	 scholarship	 to	 attend	 the	 school	 –	 scholarship	 applications	 close	 on	 30	 September.	
Scholarships	 are	 available	 for	 dancers	 of	 all	 ages	 and	 stages,	 those	 interested	 in	 teaching,	 and	
musicians.


When	 you	 receive	 this	 newsletter,	 the	Management	Committee	will	 have	 already	had	 its	 annual	
mid-year	 meeting.	 This	 year	 we	 will	 again	 meet	 for	 just	 one	 day,	 made	 possible	 as	 we	 aim	 to	
manage	much	of	our	work	online	and	via	Zoom	throughout	 the	year.	Keep	your	eyes	peeled	 for	
updates	from	our	meeting.	As	they	will	have	been	too	late	to	include	in	this	issue	of	Kiwi	News,	we								
will	be	sharing	key	updates	through	email	and	other	channels.


Now	 is	 the	time	 to	 consider	whether	 you,	or	 someone	 in	 your	 club	or	 region,	would	accept	nomination	 for	one	of	 the	
Management	Committee	positions.	Serving	on	the	Management	Committee	is	a	great	way	to	give	back	to	the	organisation	
that	 provides	 us	 with	 events	 and	 opportunities	 to	 indulge	 in	 our	 shared	 passion	 for	 dance.	 All	 positions	 are	 elected	
annually	and	we	are	particularly	seeking	a	Secretary	and	a	Communications,	Publicity	and	Membership	Coordinator	as	the	
current	 incumbents	will	both	have	completed	three	years	 in	their	position	at	the	end	of	this	year.	Nominations	close	on	
31	August.	Check	the	Branch	website	for	information	on	how	to	submit	a	nomination.


During	 May	 and	 June,	 I	 attended	 Manawatu	 and	 Cambridge	 Clubs’	 70th	 Anniversary	 celebrations,	 and	 the	 Matariki	
Weekend	School	in	Christchurch.	At	all	of	these	events,	I	enjoyed	connecting	with	lots	of	new	and	long-standing	dancers.	
Each	of	these	occasions	was	a	celebration	of	our	shared	enjoyment	of	dance	and	music,	and	testament	to	the	commitment	
of	club	members	to	building	and	maintaining	strong	local	groups.	


Keep	 safe	 and	warm	 for	what	 remains	of	winter,	 and	 I	 hope	 to	 see	 some	of	 you	on	 the	dance	floor	over	 the	next	 few	
months.	Happy	dancing.


Debbie


Debbie	Roxburgh,	RSCDS	NZ	Branch	President


From	the	NZ	Branch	Secretary


AGM	preparation

The	business	end	of	the	year	is	once	again	nearly	upon	us!	
It	is	time	to	prepare	Notices	of	Motion	for	the	NZ	Branch	
AGM	on	1	January	2026	to	be	held	at	 Ilam,	Christchurch,	
and	 to	 nominate	members	 for	Management	 Committee.	
All	Management	Committee	members	hold	their	position	
for	one	year	only,	and	may	be	in	that	position	for	no	more	
than	 three	 consecutive	 years	 (or	 four	 in	 exceptional	
circumstances).	 Both	 Su	 Marshall	 (Communication,	
Publicity	 &	 Membership	 Coordinator)	 and	 Joy	 Dick	
(Secretary)	 have	 been	 in	 their	 positions	 for	 three	
consecutive	 years,	 consequently	 these	 two	 positions	 are	
becoming	 vacant.	 Both	 Su	 and	 Joy	 are	 happy	 to	 discuss	

their	 respective	 roles	 with	 anyone	 interested	 in	 finding	
out	what	is	involved.


The	 closing	 date	 for	 submitting	 Notices	 of	 Motion	 and	
Management	Committee	nominations	 to	 the	Secretary	 is	
31	 August	 2025.	 Remember	 any	 RSCDS/NZ	 Branch	
member	may	propose	a	Notice	of	Motion.		


Other	dates	relating	to	preparation	for	the	2026	AGM	are:

• 15	 September	 (at	 the	 latest)	 –	 Notices	 of	Motion	 and	
Management	 Committee	 nominations	 are	 emailed	 to	
regions	and	clubs


• 31	October	–	closing	date	for	amendments	to	Notices	of	
Motion	to	be	received	by	the	NZ	Branch	Secretary


• 19	November	(at	the	latest)	–	all	2026	AGM	papers	are	
sent	to	RSCDS/NZ	Branch	members


• 30	November	–	individual	voting	period	opens

• 13	December	–	individual	voting	period	closes


Joy	Dick,	Secretary,	NZ	Branch


FROM THE BRANCH

RSCDS	NZ	Branch		 	 Volume	29	No	2	 	 	 July	2025




Kiwi	News	–	July	2025

From	the	Branch	Treasurer


RSCDS	Fees	for	2025/2026


The	Management	Committee	of	the	NZ	Branch	met	in	July	
2025	and	set	the	above	fees,	based	on	the	following:


At	 the	 Society	 AGM	 in	 November	 2024	 all	 fees	 were	
increased	 by	 GBP	 1.00	 –	we	 therefore	 have	 to	 pass	 this	
increase	on	 to	our	Branch	Members.	The	exchange	 rates	
at	 present	 are	 trending	 for	 every	 1	 GBP	 it	 costs	 $2.23	
NZD.	However	in	order	to	keep	the	increase	manageable,	
we	have	set	the	fee	at	1	GBP	at	a	cost	of	$2.10	NZD.	Any	
movement	 in	 the	 exchange	 rate	 between	 July	 2025	 and	
when	 the	 funds	 are	 remitted	 to	 the	 Society	 (in	 late	
September	 or	 early	 October	 2025)	 will	 be	 managed	
through	the	Subscriptions	bank	account.


At	 the	New	Zealand	Branch	AGM	on	1	 January	2024	 the	
Service	 Fee	 for	 2025/26	 for	 all	 forms	 of	 membership	
increased	by	$1.	The	New	Zealand	Branch	fee	is	added	to	
the	RSCDS	fee	to	obtain	the	total	fee	paid	by	members.


Debbie	Stephens,	Treasurer,	NZ	Branch


Education	and	Training


Education	and	Training	Opportunities	in	NZ


For	any	dancers	wishing	to	extend	their	skills	to	help	out	
at	 their	 club,	 have	 you	 considered	 the	Core	 Training	 for	
Instructors	 (CTI)	 route?	You'll	be	encouraged	to	regularly	
teach	 a	 dance	 at	 your	 club	 and,	 with	 the	 guidance	 and	
support	of	your	trainer,	build	a	structured	approach	to	get	

the	best	out	of	the	club	dancers,	and	develop	and	practise	
useful	coaching	skills.	


New	 Zealand	 has	 a	 friendly	 bunch	 of	 newly-prepared	
trainers	keen	to	take	you	under	their	wing,	including	Linda	
Glavin,	 Katharine	 Hoskyn,	 Lynne	 Hudson,	 Gail	 Schofield	
and	myself	 (Hazel	Fish).	You	don't	need	to	 live	near	your	
trainer	 as	 you'll	 video	 your	 involvement	 with	 your	 class	
and	review	it	with	your	trainer's	help.	It's	not	unusual	for	
CTI	trainees	to	have	a	trainer	that	lives	in	another	country,	
and	HQ	in	Scotland	will	be	happy	to	share	a	list	of	names	
from	further	afield.	You	choose	your	trainer,	get	 in	touch	
with	 them	 and	 ask	 if	 they'd	 like	 to	 be	 involved	 in	 your	
development.	 Please	 get	 in	 touch	 with	 me,	 Hazel,	
at	 education@dancescottish.org.nz	 for	 any	 more	
information.


The	 Otago-Southland	 Region	 is	 holding	 a	 workshop	 in	
Invercargill	 on	 26th	 July	 looking	 at	 developing	 and	
extending	 skills	 to	 help	 out	 at	 a	 club	 night.	 Anyone	 is	
welcome	to	come	along,	and	it	would	be	perfect	for	those	
thinking	 about	 or	 already	 involved	 in	 the	 CTI	 process	 –	
please	 book	 your	 place	 as	 soon	 as	 possible	 at	
dancesouthland@dancescottish.org.nz


Studying	the	Unit	1	course	might	also	interest	you,	as	part	
of	 CTI	 training	 or	 the	 Teaching	 Certificate,	 or	 just	 for	
interest.	The	NZ	Branch	runs	a	preparation	course	leading	
up	to	the	exam,	which	takes	place	 in	March	and	October	
of	each	year.	 The	 course	 looks	at	 the	history	of	 SCD	and	
the	RSCDS,	music	used	 in	dancing,	 steps	and	 formations,	
and	so	much	more.	You	can	sit	the	exam	in	your	own	local	
area	and	you	get	to	have	the	study	notes	 in	 front	of	you	
during	the	exam.	The	next	preparation	course	is	just	about	
to	get	started,	ready	for	the	next	exam	on	11	October,	so	
make	sure	 I	have	your	name	 if	you're	wanting	to	be	part	
of	this	next	group	–	education@dancescottish.org.nz


The	 Unit	 2	 course	 and	 exam	 are	 taking	 place	 in	
Christchurch	 on	 24-26	 October,	 with	 the	 exam	 on	
27	October.	


The	Unit	3	course	and	exam	will	be	at	Summer	School	 in	
Christchurch	from	28	December	until	5	January.


Hopefully	 I	 have	 already	 heard	 from	 you	 if	 you	 are	
intending	to	be	part	of	this	year's	group.


And	 finally,	 something	 for	 those	 who	 already	 have	 their	
Teaching	Certificate:	 	at	Summer	School	this	year,	the	NZ	
Branch	 will	 be	 offering	 a	 Tutoring	 and	 Mentoring	
Course.	There	will	be	a	couple	of	sessions	via	Zoom	a	few	
weeks	 earlier,	 and	 three	 afternoon	 practical	 tutoring	
sessions	at	Summer	School,	so	you	can	still	attend	classes	
in	the	mornings.	You	will	need	to	register	for	this	course,	
so	please	keep	an	eye	out	for	communications	about	this	
in	 the	 near	 future	 if	 you're	 interested	 to	 learn	more,	 or		
email	me	at	education@dancescottish.org.nz.	


Hazel	Fish,	Education	and	Training	Coordinator


Fee	Type
 NZ	
Branch

Fee

RSCDS

Fee

Total	
Annual

Fee

Adult	Single	(25+) 56.00 61.00 117.00

Adult	Single	Email	
(25+)

40.00 61.00 101.00

Adult	Joint	(both	25+)	
per	person

44.00 48.00 92.00

Adult	Joint	Email	(both	
25+)	per	person

36.00 48.00 84.00

RSCDS	Life	Member	 56.00 56.00

RSCDS	Life	Member	
Email

40.00 40.00

Young	Adult	(18-24) 35.00 48.00 83.00

Young	Adult	Email	
(18-24)

19.00 48.00 67.00

Half	Year	Adult		(new	
members	only)	

28.00 30.00 58.00
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Youth


It	 has	 been	 great	 to	 see	 and	 hear	 about	 clubs	 including	
young	 people	 in	 their	 events.	 Participants	 in	 Cambridge	
Club's	 King's	 Birthday	 Weekend	 School	 were	 joined	 by	
members	 of	 the	 public,	 including	 a	 number	 of	 young	
people,	 for	 the	 Sunday	 night	 Ceilidh.	 The	 following	
weekend,	 Tokoroa	 Club	 held	 another	 of	 their	 annual	
Tartan	 Tea	 Dances	 for	 JAMs	 and	 newer	 dancers.	 Two	
weeks	 later	 Silver	 Oaks	 Club,	 Warkworth,	 celebrated	
Matariki	 with	 a	 family	 event	 involving	 grandparents,	
parents	and	children	 in	an	enjoyable	morning	of	Scottish	
dancing.	 This	 event	has	become	an	annual	 event	 for	 the	
group.	Thanks	to	all	involved	in	organising	and	promoting	
these	events.


With	 most	 groups	 having	 completed	 their	 JAM	
registrations	for	the	2025	calendar	year,	our	numbers	are	
currently	at	34.	This	is	a	long	way	from	the	halcyon	days	of	
ten	 to	 twenty	years	ago,	but	 it	 shows	slight	growth	 from	
last	year.	


The	 groups	 of	 young	 dancers	 around	 the	 country	 each	
seem	 to	 be	 very	 different.	 In	 some	 clubs,	 their	 young	
dancers	 are	 part	 of	 their	 weekly	 club	 nights,	 while	 in	
others,	 their	 young	 people	 meet	 separately.	 Whichever	
way	 they	meet,	 all	 groups	 seem	 to	 have	 fewer	 than	 ten	
young	dancers.	 This	 can	 create	 issues	 in	 catering	 for	 the	
sometimes	wide	variation	in	age	and	dancing	experience.	
Our	 teachers	 are	 to	 be	 commended	 on	 their	 ability	 to	
make	such	situations	work.	


Some	 teachers	do	 this	by	asking	each	dancer	 to	 think	of	
one	 thing	 they	 could	work	 on	 in	 their	 step	 practice	 (not	
necessarily	articulating	what	it	is)	and	checking	back	with	
a	 few	 of	 them	 to	 see	 if	 they	 feel	 they	 have	made	 some	
improvement;	 by	 commenting	on	positive	 improvements	
noticed	 in	 one	or	more	dancers,	which	 sometimes	 spurs	
others	 to	 achieve	 similar	 improvements;	 by	 reminding	
more	 experienced	 dancers	 that	 they	 can	 always	 learn	
something	from	a	dance,	no	matter	how	simple	they	think	
it	is,	or	how	familiar	the	dance	is	to	them	–	and	expecting	
them	to	look	for	things	they	can	improve	on;	or	by	asking	
more	experienced	dancers	to	partner	a	newer	or	younger	
dancer.	 Of	 course	 these	 suggestions	 can	 work	 with	 all	
dancers,	no	matter	what	their	age.	


All	 of	 us	 have	 an	 influence	 on	 retaining	 younger	 and	
newer	 dancers.	 Let's	 continue	 to	 keep	 that	 influence	
positive.


Jeanette	Lauder,	Youth	Coordinator


RSCDS	NZ	Branch	Shop	 	 	 	 

Coming	Soon:

RSCDS	Book	54	and	CD	(Pre-orders	now	being	accepted)


Recent	arrivals:

- Tuis	in	the	Garden	–	a	6th	book	by	Gaye	Collin

- Edinburgh	Branch	Centenary	Book	incl	CD


- CD	After	the	Rain	(Marian	Anderson	and	her	SCD	
Band)	–	dance	instructions	available	as	a	free	.pdf	file	
(Belfast	Branch)


- Cheshire	Branch	40th	Anniversary	book	and	CD

- Dunfermline	Branch	90th	Anniversary	book	and	CD

- Hands	Across	Vol	2	(Chris	Totton)

- The	Rosehill	Memorial	Collection	(Donald	Readerlear)

- Formation	Foundations	book,	plus	Green	and	Blue	CDs	

(teaching	aid)


Books	available:

- RSCDS	Book	53	and	2	CDs

- RSCDS	A5	Compilations	of	Books	13	–	44	

- Five	books	by	Gaye	Collin	(From	Paper	to	Pearl,	SCD	is	

All	 Around	 the	 World,	 The	 Musicians’	 Wedding,	
Creative	in	Lockdown,	Dance	Book	5)	


- Memories	Are	Made	of	This,	Volumes	1	to	5	by	Amy	
Luxton


- A	 Toast	 to	 the	 Future	 by	 Iain	 Boyd	 –	 available	 as	
free	.pdf	


- The	Bainfield	Collection	by	Margaret	Bailey	Allison	–	
available	as	free	.pdf	


- Dance	Devisers’	Days	books	2001-2023

and	many,	many	more	(please	enquire	 if	a	particular	
title	not	shown	here)


CDs	available	include:

- CD	Dance	Through	the	Decades	(RSCDS)	

- CD	The	Hour	of	Pearl	-	by	Chris	Duncan	and	Catherine	

Strutt	(NSW)

- CD	 Auld	 Friends	 Meet	 –	 music	 to	 accompany	 the	

book	of	the	same	name	(collection	of	Roy	Goldring’s	
dances).


- CDs	for	Books	49,	50,	51,	52	and	53

- CD	The	Musicians’	Wedding	

- CD	Thistle	Hall	by	Peter	Elmes	(limited	number)

- CD	The	Other	Kangaroo	Paw	(limited	number)

Book	 and	 CD	 catalogues	 are	 available	 on	 the	 Branch	
website	or	if	you	can’t	see	what	you	need	please	contact	
me.


For	all	enquiries	please	contact	Sue	Pearson:		 

- email	Shop@dancescottish.org.nz	

- NZ	Branch	Website

- snailmail	C/-	21	Stafford	Street,	Wanganui	4501


Summer	School	2025/2026	–	a.k.a.	St	Andrews	
Down	Under


Have	 you	 ever	wanted	 to	 attend	 St	 Andrews	 in	 Scotland	
for	dancing’s	most	 famous	 school	but	never	managed	 to	
make	 it,	 or	 thought	 it	was	 totally	unaffordable?	Well,	 do	
not	worry,	we	have	thought	of	that,	and	are	bringing	the	
best	 of	 St	 Andrews	 to	 New	 Zealand	 at	 a	 fraction	 of	 the	
price.	Our	overseas	teacher	and	musicians	are	all	regulars	
on	the	staff	at	St	Andrews.	The	photo	below	shows	Shona	
MacFadyen,	 Ewan	Galloway,	 Linda	Henderson	 and	 Susan	
MacFadyen	at	St	Andrews	last	year.	They	are	all	very	much	

3

mailto:Shop@dancescottish.org.nz


Kiwi	News	–	July	2025

looking	 forward	 to	 spreading	 their	 love	 of	 music	 and	
dancing	 with	 boundless	 energy.	 Joining	 them	 are	 an	
outstanding	 team	 of	 New	 Zealand-based	 teachers	 and	
musicians.	 If	 you	 have	 never	 been	 to	 a	 Summer	 School	
before,	this	is	the	one	to	go	to.


Re g i s t r ation s	 a r e	 o p en	 o n	 o u r	 web s i t e	 a t	
www.summerschool2025-26.co.nz	 with	 dance	 classes	
available	 for	 all	 levels,	 a	music	 course	 led	 by	 Shona	 and	
Susan	MacFadyen,	 and	 options	 for	 a	 full-	 or	 half-school.		
Both	 half-school	 options	 include	 Hogmanay	 on	
31	 December,	 so	 you	 won’t	 miss	 out	 on	 the	 highlight	
event	of	 the	year.	We	have	catered	 for	 resident	dancers,	
non-dancing	 residents,	 and	 commuters.	 To	 directly	 show	
the	benefit	of	being	an	RSCDS	member	our	prices	clearly	
state	 the	member	 and	 non-member	 rate.	 Be	 aware	 that	
prices	 will	 rise	 by	 $100	 after	 31	 August	 2025,	 so	 please	
register	 at	 your	 earliest	 convenience.	 We	 have	 flexible	
payment	options	too.


Those	 choosing	 the	 residential	 option	 will	 be	 staying	 at	
College	 House,	 a	 University	 of	 Canterbury	 resident	
student	 hall,	 familiar	 to	 many	 who	 have	 attended	 past	
Christchurch	Summer	Schools.	The	site	is	secure	with	off-
street	 parking,	 and	 has	 been	 recently	 renovated	
throughout.	Rooms	are	generously-sized	single	occupancy,	
with	 five	 rooms	 per	 floor	 sharing	 facilities.	 Perfect	 for	 a	
group,	 and	 you	 can	 request	 to	 be	 close	 to	 others	 you	
know	 when	 you	 register.	 We	 will	 do	 our	 very	 best	 to	
accommodate	those	requests	where	possible.	Residential	
fees	 cover	 all	 accommodation	 costs,	 food	 (except	 dinner	
on	New	Year’s	Day),	classes	and	evening	functions.			


All	 our	evening	 functions	are	 to	be	held	at	 the	Medbury	
School	 Centre,	 a	 modern	 complex	 with	 a	 large	 sprung-
floor	 hall,	 auditorium,	 music	 room,	 and	 dance	 studio.	
Some	of	our	classes	will	be	held	there,	with	others	in	halls	
within	walking	warm-up	distance	from	College	House.	


When	 not	 in	 morning	 dance	 classes	 or	 the	 afternoon	
music	course,	our	schedule	of	events	has	plenty	of	time	to	
get	 out	 and	 explore.	 College	 House	 is	 close	 to	 large	

supermarkets,	shops,	and	bus	routes	to	allow	you	to	get	a	
few	top-up	 treats,	 investigate	 the	 reinvigorated	centre	of	
town,	or	go	further	afield.	Christchurch	is	centrally	located	
in	 the	 South	 Island	 and	 is	 the	 perfect	 place	 to	 base	
yourself	for	a	dancing	holiday.	So	much	to	see	and	do,	and	
nothing	is	too	far	away.		


We	look	forward	to	seeing	you	in	Christchurch	at	the	end	
of	the	year.	


Graeme	Plank,	Organiser

2025/2026	NZ	Branch	RSCDS	Summer	School	


Auckland-Northland	Club	Spotlight


North	Shore	Combined	Ball


Once	 Upon	 a	 Time	 each	 club	 on	 the	 North	 Shore	 of	
Auckland	 held	 its	 own	 dance.	 In	 an	 effort	 to	 relieve	
pressure	 on	 the	 crowded	 social	 programme,	 four	 clubs	
worked	 together	 in	 1994	 and	 held	 a	 North	 Shore	
Combined	 Ball,	 under	 the	 watchful	 eye	 of	 Yvonne	 Gray	
and	 others.	 The	 four	 clubs	 were	 Andrew	 Carnegie	
(Northcote),	 Braemar	 (Browns	 Bay),	 Milford	 and	
Petronella	(Takapuna).	A	group	of	four	teachers	(one	from	
each	 club)	 prepared	 and	 briefed	 the	 programme.	 Each	
club	had	representatives	on	an	organising	committee.	And	
it	 is	 always	a	brilliant	night.	 There	are	now	 two	clubs	on	
the	North	Shore	(Braemar	and	Milford)	–	and	the	spirit	of	
the	 North	 Shore	 Combined	 Ball	 lives	 on.	 Yvonne	 Gray	 is	
still	 remembered	 as	 a	 key	 instigator	 of	 the	 original	 ball	
and	in	keeping	it	going	for	so	many	years.


Hillpark	(Manurewa)


On	Wednesday	30	April,	Hillpark	Club	held	one	 last	fling,	
after	making	the	difficult	decision	that	it	was	time	to	wind	
up.	 The	 club	 began	 in	 1984,	 at	 the	 instigation	 of	 the	
Region	 Committee	 (chaired	 by	 Don	 Collin).	 A	 roster	 of	
teachers	 took	 club	 nights	 for	 a	 while,	 until	 Ynys	 Wilson	
became	the	 regular	 teacher.	The	club	 then	returned	 to	a	
roster	 of	 teachers	 for	 a	 few	 years	 until	 Heather	 Hine	
became	regular	teacher.	
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Susan	MacFadyen	at	St	Andrews	last	year

Hillpark’s	final	fling	(Photo:	Elaine	Goldthorpe)
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Club	and	region	members	thanked	Heather	for	all	she	had	
contributed	 as	 Hillpark’s	 longest	 serving	 member	 in	 so	
many	different	 roles	 	–	ever	 since	 the	first	night.	Several	
past	 teachers,	 office	 bearers	 and	 committee	 members	
returned	 for	 the	 last	 fling	 and	 messages	 were	 received	
from	others.	


The	club	‘went	out	in	style’	–	a	wonderful	night	of	dancing	
old	 club	 favourites,	 sharing	 reminisces	 over	 the	 lovely	
supper.


Waitemata	(Kelston)	


It	 was	 a	 special	 night	 for	 the	 Waitemata	 Club	 as	 it	
celebrated	 its	50th	anniversary	at	 its	ball	 in	June	–	with	a	
programme	 of	 old	 favourites,	 briefed	 by	 long-standing	
teacher	Esther	Mackay,	with	the	music	of	Glenfiddle.	Club	
President,	Marion	 Kennelly,	 	 gave	 a	 short	 history	 of	 the	
club,	 which	 included	 wonderful	 anecdotes	 and	 stats	 –	
such	as	the	hall	hire	 in	the	first	year	was	$2	a	night!	The	
club	 was	 started	 by	 Anne	 Russell,	 until	 Jonathan	 Gee	
became	 the	 teacher	 when	 she	 moved	 out	 of	 Auckland.	
When,	 in	 1984,	 he	 too	 moved	 out	 of	 the	 area,	 Esther	
became	 the	 main	 teacher,	 having	 already	 assisted	 for	
some	years,	and	she	has	been	teaching	since	then.


The	programme	acknowledged	devisers	Barry	Skelton	and	
Eddy	West	who	both	danced	at	the	club	for	many	years	–	
and	 many	 other	 people	 who	 had	 contributed	 so	 much.	
The	cake	was	cut	by	Ruth	Budden,	Esther	Mackay,	Marion	
Kennelly	 and	 Patsy	 Gellatly	 –	with	 Region	 President	 Gae	
Beckingsale	assisting.


Milford	Club


On	 10	 April,	 Milford	 Club	 held	 a	 social	 evening	 to	
acknowledge	 Ann	 Andreassend’s	 long	 and	 continuing	
passion	 for	 dancing.	 After	 giving	 years	 of	 support,	
friendship	and	encouragement	 to	all	 in	 the	Milford	Club,	
she	has	reluctantly	hung	up	her	dancing	shoes.


Ann’s	delight	in	dancing	began	at	
the	 Milford	 beginners	 class	 in	
1995.	 Since	 then,	 she	 has	
contributed	 to	 the	 club	 by	
serving	on	the	committee	and	as	
secretary.	 She	 cares	 for	 people,	
and	 at	 committee	meetings	 held	
at	her	home,	she	provided	home	
baking	for	supper.	


Ann	supported	Lois	from	the	very	
beginning	of	the	Junior	Classes,	for	the	22	years	that	they	
ran.	 She	 was	 a	 representative	 on	 the	 Auckland	 Region	
Junior	 committee,	 demonstrating	 her	 enthusiasm	 for	
encouraging	our	children	to	dance.	 In	2016,	Milford	Club	
made	her	a	Life	Member	of	the	Club.	


As	 a	 very	 keen	 dancer,	 Ann	 has	 travelled	 to	 Summer	
Schools,	Australian	Winter	Schools,	and	 regularly	attends	
every	dance	and	ball,	where	she	is	a	well-known	member	
of	the	dancing	community.


Beyond	 dancing	 Ann	 knits	 slippers	 from	 recycled	 wool	
from	 op	 shops,	 enjoys	 cryptic	 crosswords,	 and	 learning	
French	and	Latin.		


We	wish	 Ann	well,	 and	 look	 forward	 to	 her	 company	 at	
social	events	in	the	future.	


King’s	Birthday	Weekend	School


The	King’s	Birthday	Weekend	School,	held	in	Cambridge	at	
the	beginning	of	June,	continued	the	successful	Waikato/
Bay	of	Plenty	annual	event	 that	has	been	part	of	 the	NZ	
dancing	calendar	for	many	decades.	The	three-day	school		
has	 recently	morphed	 to	 two	 days	 to	 allow	 the	Monday	
holiday	 for	 recovery	 and	 travel	 home.	 This	 ‘incentive’	 –	
along	 with	 the	 Cambridge	 Club	 celebrating	 its	 70th	
Anniversary	 Ball	 –	 attracted	 over	 60	 attendees	 to	 the	
School,	and	a	full	house	of	twelve	sets	for	the	Ball.	


Hazel	 Fish	 of	 Waimate,	 taught	 a	 class	 of	 Advanced	
Technique	students	–	Hazel’s	first	(and	much	appreciated)	
foray	 into	 	 teaching	a	class	at	 that	energy	and	skill	 level.	
Gaye	Collin	of	Lower	Hutt	took	her	Advanced	Low	Impact	
class	 through	 dances	 (including	 a	 number	 of	 John	
Brenchley’s	 and	 Gaye’s	 own)	 that	 tested	 formation	
workouts,	covering,	and	timing.	Cambridge	teacher	Helen	
Smythe	 addressed	 the	 challenge	 of	 a	 broad	 skill	 base	
within	 the	 Development	 Class,	 drawing	 all	 together	
successfully	 with	 good	 class	 structure	 and	 positive	
energy.	 The	 three	 class	 teachers	 provided	 a	 ‘Combined	
Class’	 session	 to	 the	 whole	 school	 on	 the	 Sunday	
afternoon.	


The	 70th	 Anniversary	 Cambridge	 Ball	 on	 the	 Saturday	
evening	 was	 a	 significant	 treat,	 with	 dancer	 Christine	
Miller	–	now	in	her	young	90s	–	attending,	having	been	at	
the	 Cambridge	 Club’s	 inaugural	 bal l	 back	 in	
1954.	 Cambridge	 club	 patron	 and	 long-time	 teacher		
Dianne	Murdoch	 and	 fellow	 dancer	 from	 the	 1960s	 Bev	
Boulton	 cut	 the	 Anniversary	 cake,	 created	 by	 Tuakau	
dancer	 Jenn	 Tschumy.	 Dance	 pictograms	 decorated	 all	
four	sides	of	the	cake.


Sunday	evening’s	“Cambridge	Ceilidh”	and	the	associated	
musicians’	 class	were	both	 ‘outreach’	events.	The	ceilidh	
was	an	opportunity	for	a	good	social	Celtic-themed	dance	
for	 the	 local	 community,	 and	 a	 way	 for	 the	 public	 to	
experience	 a	 touch	 of	 casual	 Scottish	 Dancing.	 Linking	
Lynne	 Scott’s	 Sunday	 morning	 music	 workshop	 and	 the	
ceilidh	 was	 particularly	 successful.	 The	 workshop	 drew	
participation	 from	 local	 Celtic/Irish	 band	 players	 as	 well		
as	regular	Scottish	dance	musicians.	Those	who	took	part	
in	 the	musicians’	 session	 brought	 family	 and	 friends	 for	
the	ceilidh	in	the	evening.	Having	live	music	is	pretty	much	
essential,	 and	 the	 Glenfiddle	 players	 (Anne-Marie	
Forsythe,	 Sharlene	 Penman,	 Margaret	 Peace,	 and	 Lynn	
Pettit)	 provided	 a	 core	 mentoring	 role,	 alongside	 whom	
the	music	students	could	confidently	play	on	stage.
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Public	 attendance	 at	 the	 ceilidh	 was	 very	 good	 –	 we	
always	like	to	have	more	of	the	community	coming	along	
to	 these	 events!	 Ruth	 Budden,	 as	 the	 dance	 caller,	
brought	 experience	 to	 the	 evening	 and	 energy	 to	 the	
dancers.	 The	 musicians’	 class	 and	 the	 ceilidh	 have	
enhanced	 the	 ‘Celtic’	 skills	 of	 local	 musicians,	 so	 that	
they’ll	have	the	confidence	and	ability	to	play	for	ceilidhs	
generally.	 And	 we’ve	 introduced	 more	 people	 to	 ceilidh	
dancing,	so	that	they’ll	also	enjoy	and	feel	comfortable	in	
attending	 future	 ceilidhs,	 and	 hopefully	 Scottish	 Country	
Dancing,	whenever	they	have	the	opportunity.


As	 always,	 the	 success	 of	 such	 an	 event	 is	 testament	 to	
the	work	put	in	by	the	invited	teachers,	the	musicians,	the	
spirit	of	the	attendees,	and	the	organising	group.	I	would	
like	to	acknowledge	the	team	that	worked	for	well	over	a	
year	 to	bring	 the	school	 to	 fruition:	Lesley	Gousmett,	 for	
her	 energy	 in	 getting	 things	 done,	 and	 Nikki	 Hart,	 for	
assisting	her	and	managing	gofers;	Merilyn	Shepherd,	who	
liaised	 with	 the	 teachers,	 attended	 to	 the	 finances,	 and	
coordinated	 the	 catering;	 and	 Laura	 Dikmans	 and	 Lyn	
Young	who	hosted,	and	decorated	the	Town	Hall.


A	 whole	 range	 of	 photographs	 of	 the	 School,	 Ball,	 and	
Ceilidh	 can	 be	 viewed	 and	 purchased	 directly	 from	
Michael	Jeans	-	https://michaeljeans.photos/cscdc2025/


Antanas	Procuta,	Tutor,	Cambridge	SCD	Club


Tokoroa's	Tartan	Tea	Dance


The	Tokoroa	Club	recently	hosted	another	of	its	Tartan	Tea	
Dances	with	 a	 focus	 on	 including	 JAMs	 (Junior	Associate	
Members)	and	newer	dancers.


This	was	a	new	event	 for	 the	group's	current	 JAMs,	with	
none	 of	 them	 being	 from	 dancing	 families.	 At	 their	
Thursday	 evening	 sessions,	 there	 has	 never	 been	 more	
than	one	set	of	dancers,	so	five	sets	in	the	hall	was	initially	
a	little	overwhelming	for	some	of	them.	


The	 afternoon	 began	 with	 their	 usual	 warm-up	 dance,	
Braveheart,	 devised	 by	 Ruary	 Laidlaw	 who	 was	 in	

attendance.	Two	circles	were	needed	to	fit	
everyone	in,	and	from	then	on,	the	young	
dancers	 were	 keen	 to	 have	 a	 go.	 It	 was	
great	 that	 they	 could	 meet	 JAMs	 from	
elsewhere	 in	 the	 region.	 With	 some	
dances	being	beyond	their	current	skill	set,	
the	 JAMs	 were	 often	 seen	 enjoying	 the	
music	 in	 their	 own	 way,	 in	 a	 not-so-busy	
space,	or	in	a	set	at	the	bottom	of	the	hall.


Newer	 and	 more	 experienced	 adult	
dancers	from	around	the	region	were	also	
welcomed,	 and	 enjoyed	 dancing	 some	 of	
the	region's	core	dances,	along	with	other	
basic	 dances.	 Everyone	 supported	 the	
newer	dancers	and	a	great	afternoon	was	
had	by	all.


Tartan	 Tea	 Dances	 are	 embedded	 in	 the	 Tokoroa	 Club's	
history.	It	was	2001	when	the	first	afternoon	of	dance	was	
held,	 specifically	 aimed	 at	 JAMs	 within	 the	 region.	 In	
subsequent	 years	 this	 was	 extended	 to	 also	 cater	 for	
newer	 dancers.	 The	 tradition	 has	 continued	 every	 year	
since	then	except,	as	you	can	probably	predict,	for	a	year	
out	 in	 2020.	 So	 next	 year,	 the	 club	 will	 be	 welcoming	
everyone	to	their	25th	event.	


Jeanette	Lauder,	Tutor,	Tokoroa	SCD	Club


Hastings	Scottish	Country	Dance	Club


Hastings	Club	is	a	friendly	inclusive	club,	and	currently	we	
are	embracing	‘Walk	Scottish’	to	help	those	members	who	
are	 no	 longer	 able	 to	 dance,	 and	 for	 those	 who	 suffer	
from	 dizziness,	 we	 adapt	 movements	 to	 suit	 them.	 To	
celebrate	these	adaptations,	our	Annual	Dance	on	28	June	
accommodated	 all	 our	 variations.	 Attendance	 at	 our	
afternoon	 dance	 exceeded	 our	 expectations,	 with	 four	
sets	on	the	floor.	We	had	a	great	programme,	composed	
by	 our	 tutor,	 Val	Mitchell,	 and	 a	 beautiful	 afternoon	 tea	
was	 enjoyed	 by	 all.	 It	 was	 lovely	 to	 have	 visitors	 from	
Whanganui,	 Palmerston	 North,	 Taupo,	 and	 our	
neighbours,	Napier.


At	our	recent	AGM,	the	Club	was	delighted	to	award	three	
life	 memberships	 to	 long-serving	 dedicated	 members:	
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Mary	 Dixon,	 President;	 Jeannie	 Wright,	 Secretary;	 and	
Margaret	Brougham,	Committee	Member.	


If	you	are	in	our	area,	you	are	very	welcome	to	join	us,	at	
7:30	pm	on	Wednesday	nights,	 at	Age	Concern	Hall.	Call	
our	 contact	 person	Mary	 if	 you	 would	 like	 more	 details	
0210410859.


Mary		Dixon,	President,	Hastings	SCD	Club


Manawatu	club	celebrates	70	years	of	dancing


Manawatu	 dancers	 read	 with	 great	 interest	 (and	
considerable	 fellow	 feeling!)	 the	 article	 in	 the	 April	 Kiwi	
News	 about	 Johnsonville	 Club’s	 efforts	 to	 determine	 the	
‘correct’	date	for	its	beginnings.	Manawatu	Club	noted	at	
its	 AGM	 last	 year	 that	 in	 2015,	 the	 club	 celebrated	 60	
years	of	dancing.	What	could	be	simpler	than	to	celebrate	
70	years	in	2025?		We	hadn’t	hosted	a	formal	dance	since	
2021,	apart	from	a	shorter,	early	evening	dance	after	the	
Rangitikei	 Region	 AGM	 in	 November	 2022.	 Here	was	 an	
opportunity	to	pull	out	all	the	stops!		


By	early	October	2024,	the	band,	venue,	MC	and	piper	for	
the	 Grand	 March	 were	 booked	 for	 3	 May	 2025.	 When,	
later	in	the	year,	it	came	to	putting	together	a	programme,	
club	 records	prior	 to	2018	suddenly	came	to	 light	–	 they	
had	 disappeared	 from	 all	 knowledge	 during	 renovations	
to	the	Manawatu	Scottish	Society	Hall.		Imagine	the	club’s	

surprise	 to	 find	 out	 that	 until	 2015,	 its	 10-year	
anniversaries	 had	been	 celebrated	 in	 the	 6th	 year	 of	 any	
decade	 (e.g.,	 1996)!	 Records	 showed	 that	 a	 group	 was	
certainly	 dancing	 in	 1955,	 but	 moved	 to	 the	Manawatu	
Scottish	 Society	 Hall	 in	 1956.	 Furthermore,	 the	 club	 did	
not	officially	 acquire	 its	 full	 name	of	 ‘Manawatu	Scottish	
Society	Scottish	Country	Dance	Club’	until	the	1957	AGM	
of	the	Manawatu	Scottish	Society!	In	the	end,	after	some	
discussion,	 the	 club	 decided	 to	 go	 ahead	 with	 its	
arrangements	for	2025.


Like	 some	 other	 clubs,	 Manawatu	 club	 is	 considerably	
smaller	 than	 it	 once	 was.	 There	 were	 fears	 that	 the	
evening	would	attract	fewer	dancers	than	‘routine’	annual	
dances	do	in	the	Palmerston	North	area	–	especially	since	
the	 club	 no	 longer	 has	 a	 permanent	 teacher	 as	 a	
drawcard.	 These	 fears	were	 completely	unfounded	–	 the	
evening	of	3	May	was	a	 tremendous	 success.	 The	Grand	
March	ended	with	more	than	eight	rows,	and	was	enjoyed	
by	several	spectators.	


Dancers	came	not	only	 from	all	Rangitikei	clubs,	but	also	
from	 Hawke’s	 Bay,	 Wellington,	 Carterton,	 Tokoroa,	
Nelson/Tasman	and	Wanaka.	We	were	even	lucky	enough	
to	 have	most	 past	 tutors	 attend,	 as	well	 as	 two	 dancers	
from	1956/57!	Representatives	of	the	Manawatu	Scottish	
Society	were	also	present.	The	Saltire	Scottish	Dance	Band	
(in	 its	 four-piece	 line-up)	 was	 brilliant,	 the	 programme	
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met	with	dancers’	 approval,	Debbie	Roxburgh	as	MC	did	
her	typically	splendid	job,	Damon	Collin	provided	suitable	
gravitas	 for	 the	 Grand	 March,	 and	 Nicole	 Trewavas	
demonstrated	 her	 considerable	
skills	 as	 piper.	 Alison	 Trotter	 (a	
one-time	 Manawatu	 c lub	
member)	 gave	 us	 great	 help	 in	
prov id ing	 past	 members ’	
contacts,	 snippets	 of	 history,	
and	 in	 decorating	 the	 cake	 so	
fabulously.	


Thanks	 to	 Joy	 Tracey’s	 agreeing	
to	 fill	 the	 role	 of	 photographer,	 Manawatu	 has	 a	 super	
record	 of	 the	 night.	 Many	 thanks	 must	 also	 go	 to	
Manawatu	dancers	who	all	contributed	in	some	way,	and	
to	several	dancers	from	the	Ashhurst	club	who	pitched	in	
by	 setting	 up	 floral	 decorations,	 as	 well	 as	 by	 preparing	
and	clearing	the	venue.			


Finally,	 many	 thanks	 to	 all	 who	 attended	 and	made	 the	
night	the	success	 it	was.	 	Manawatu	Club	might	now	set	
its	sights	on	celebrating	its	75th	anniversary	in	2031!				


Joy	Dick


Wellington	Region	Appreciation	Certificate

One	 of	 the	 things	 that	 the	 Region	 does	 is	 to	 present	
appreciation	 certificates	 to	 worthy	 people	 from	 the	
Region.	 It	 especially	 gives	 the	 Region	 the	 opportunity	 to	
thank	 those	 who	 work	 in	 the	 background,	 but	 who	 are	
essential	to	the	smooth	running	of	the	Region.	I	was	very	
pleased	to	give	such	an	award,	fittingly	at	the	Tawa	Annual	
Dance,	 to	 Désirée	 Patterson.	 This	 was	 received	 with	
enthusiastic	acclamation.	The	citation	 is	 listed	below	and	
is	also	found	on	the	Region	Website.


Citation

Désirée	Patterson	 is	one	of	those	people	the	Region	and	
the	Branch	have	 to	 thank	 for	working	behind	 the	 scenes	
to	 keep	 Scottish	 Country	 Dancing	 functioning	 in	 New	
Zealand.	 Most	 notably,	 Désirée	 has	 been	 editor	 of	 the	
Region’s	newsletter,	Harbour	City	Happenings,	 since	 June	
2014.	 This	 is	 the	 longest	 term	 after	 Carol	 Smith	 who	

began	 the	 newsletter.	 Since	 2019,	 Désirée	 has	 been	 the	
interface	between	the	Region	and	the	Branch	through	her	
editing	 of	 RSCDS	 NZ	 Branch	 Magazine	 and	 Branch	
newsletters.	These	tasks	involve	quite	substantial	editorial	
organisation	 and	 expertise.	 We	 all	 enjoy	 these	 newsy	
publications.	 Whilst	 Désirée	 continues	 in	 these	 roles	
outside	of	the	Region	Committee,	she	also	served	on	the	
Region	 Committee	 from	 2011	 until	 2019,	 dealing	 with	
application	 forms,	 name	 tags,	 collecting	 monies,	 and	
dancing	as	go-fer	at	Region	classes;	again	heavily	involved	
in	 the	 background.	 Désirée	 served	 on	 the	 organising	
committee	 for	 the	 2013	 Region	 Day	 School.	 Within	 the	
Region,	 Désirée	 has	 been	 active	 and	 visible	 in	 generally	
helping	 with	 events,	 and	 at	 the	 club	 level	 has	 been	
secretary	of	 two	Region	 clubs.	We	 thank	Désirée	 for	 her	
continued	and	sustained	service.


Rod	Downey,	President,	Wellington	Region


Wellington’s	second	day	of	Early	Dances


In	April	2024,	following	a	suggestion	of	Edith	Campbell	to	
celebrate	the	centenary	of	the	publication	of	Book	1,	the	
Wellington	Region	ran	an	afternoon	of	dances	from	Books	
1-5.	Building	on	the	success	of	this	afternoon,	the	Region	
organised	 a	 second	 “Early	 Dances	 Day”	 on	 Saturday	
12	April,	2025.	


The	session	was	taught	by	Elaine	Laidlaw,	accompanied	by	
musicians	Lynne	Scott	on	the	fiddle	and	Thomas	Nikora	on	
piano,	with	Sam	Berkahn	filling	in	on	the	piano	at	the	last	
second,	until	Thomas	could	get	away	from	an	unexpected	
commitment.	


The	Early	Dances	Day	was	“exactly	what	it	says	on	the	tin”	
–	 a	 day	 (well,	 an	 afternoon)	 of	 dances	 from	 the	 early	
books	 (in	 this	 case	 Books	 6-12)	 published	 by	 the	 RSCDS.	
These	are	dances	that	we	don’t	do	very	often	these	days.


Book	6	was	published	 in	1930	and	Book	12	 in	1938,	but	
thanks	 to	 the	 detailed	 notes	 (available	 on	 the	 Region	
website)	 written	 by	 Region	 President	 Rod	 Downey,	 we	
were	able	to	discover	that	the	dances	we	danced	were	all	
from	long	before	the	1930s,	mostly	from	around	1750.


The	 dances	were	 unfamiliar	 and	 several	 had	 names	 that	
sounded	 strange	 to	modern	ears,	 such	 as	Knit	 the	Pocky	
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and	The	Moudiewort.	While	not	necessarily	difficult,	some	
had	 features	 to	 trap	 the	 unwary,	 like	 The	 Duchess	 of	
Atholl’s	 Slipper	 and	 Red	 House,	 with	 their	 idiosyncratic	
reels.	


One	 of	 the	 noticeable	 features	 of	 these	 older	 dances	 is	
that	dancers	are	expected	to	be	prepared	for	some	quite	
abrupt	 changes	 of	 direction	 from	 one	 figure	 to	 another,	
unlike	 many	 modern	 dances	 in	 which	 the	 figures	 are	
devised	 to	 flow	 more	 easily.	 Thanks	 to	 Elaine’s	 careful	
tuition	we	managed	them	all	without	mishap.


When	we	went	home	at	 the	end	of	 the	afternoon	 it	was	
with	 sore	 feet,	 aching	 muscles	 and	 a	 sense	 of	
achievement	 at	 having	mastered	 some	 of	 the	 dances	 of	
nearly	three	centuries	past.


Robert	Vale


Dinner	&	Dancing	for	Johnsonville	Club’s	70th	
Anniversary	Celebrations

On	King’s	Birthday	Monday	2	June,	the	club	celebrated	70	
years	 since	 the	 probable	 start	 date	 of	 Scottish	 country	
dancing	in	the	Johnsonville	area	in	1955	–	as	a	Friendship	
Group	of	St	Columba	Church.	Much	is	lost	in	the	mists	of	
time,	but	1955	has	been	the	accepted	date	since	1976.


Keeping	 it	 low-key	 –	 The	 club	 chose	 to	 celebrate	 ‘at	
home’	at	Khandallah	Town	Hall	on	our	regular	club	night	
on	 King’s	 Birthday	 Monday.	 We	 had	 the	 freedom	 to	
decorate	the	hall	and	start	a	bit	earlier	because	the	usual	
Monday	 pilates	 class	 doesn’t	 use	 the	 hall	 on	 public	
holidays.


To	keep	it	even	more	low	key	and	relaxed,	the	committee	
decided	 against	 a	 pot-luck	 dinner	 (with	 all	 the	
concomitant	cooking,	heating	up,	setting	up	and	cleaning	
up).	 Instead,	 we	 dined	 at	 Namaste	 Indian	 restaurant	 in	
Khandallah,	where	all	we	had	to	do	was	eat,	and	then	take	
a	two-minute	walk	to	the	hall	for	dancing.


The	 night	 was	 all	 about	 Johnsonville’s	 club	members	 –	
The	aim	was	to	give	current	members	a	good	time,	whilst	
honouring	past	members	responsible	 for	building	today’s	
thriving	 club.	 Tutor	 Rod	 Downey	 put	 together	 a	
programme	 of	 dances	 he’d	 devised	 for	 some	 of	 our	
longstanding	 members.	 They	 included	 inaugural	 Life	
Members	 Isla	 and	 Eric	 Norris,	 and	 current	 members	
dancing	 since	 the	 1980s	 –	 Elizabeth	 Rendell,	 ‘stargazers’	
John	and	Aline	Homes,	and	John	Markham.


Special	 treats	 –	 A	magnificent	 double-layered	 chocolate	
cake	was	 the	 centrepiece	 at	 supper	 time,	 with	 the	 four	
1980s	 members	 given	 the	 honour	 of	 cutting	 the	 cake.	
Thanks	 to	 new	 dancer	 Thomas	 V	 for	 his	 generous	
donation	of	time	and	ingredients	to	bake	the	cake	for	the	
occasion.


A	 special	 night	was	made	 even	 better	 with	 a	 four-piece	
band,	 a	 catered	 supper,	 tartan	 excitement,	 and	 club	
history	displays.	Thanks	to	musicians	Jason	Morris,	Hilary	

Ferral,	 Anna	Miller	 and	 Ian	 Telfar	 and	 to	 the	many	 club	
members	who	made	 it	 a	 night	 to	 remember	 –	 including	
Aline	 Homes,	 who	 recited	 her	 bardic	 poem	 celebrating	
‘ordinary	club	members’.


Read	all	about	the	night	on	the	Johnsonville	Club	website,	
enjoy	photos	and	video	 links	 to	 some	of	 the	dances	and	
find	out	more	about	the	longstanding	members	honoured	
on	the	night.


Many	 a	 thank	 you	 –	Thanks	 to	 all	 those	who	made	 this	
celebration	 so	 successful	 –	 club	 tutor	 Rod	 Downey,	
president	 Maureen	 Sullivan	 and	 her	 committee,	 all	 the	
club	 members	 who’ve	 helped	 with	 fast	 and	 furious	 hall	
set-up,	 supper,	 decorations,	 pack-up	 and	 everyone	 who	
brought	their	good	humour	and	enthusiasm	to	the	dance	
floor.	


Plus	 of	 course	 those	 who	 worked	 behind	 the	 scenes	
including	 those	 responsible	 for	 photos,	 videos,	 poster	
design,	 website	 maintenance	 and	 club	 history.	 The	 club	
also	really	appreciates	the	musicians	who	gave	their	time	
for	 our	 dancing	 pleasure,	 and	 dancers	 from	 other	 clubs	
who	 joined	 us	 in	 our	 celebrations.	 Very	 nice	 to	 have	NZ	
RSCDS	 Branch	 secretary	 Joy	 Dick	 join	 us	 on	 the	 dance	
floor.


All	 in	 all,	 it	 was	 a	 perfectly	 happy,	 relaxed,	 night	 of	
socialising,	music	and	dance.	The	memories	are	recorded	
in	 words,	 photos	 and	 videos	 on	 the	 Johnsonville	 club	
website	 www.johnsonvillescd.org.nz/2025/06/06/70th-
celebration/.


Dancing	in	Ngaio	Town	hall

This	 lovely	 hall	was	 the	 venue	 for	 the	 Annual	 Dances	 of	
three	northern	Wellington	suburb	clubs:	Tawa	Club	on	24	
May,	Ngaio	Club	on	14	June,	and	Linden	Club	on	28	June.	
All	 three	 events	 enjoyed	 the	 music	 of	 Jason	 Morris	 on	
accordion	and	 Jonny	Warnes	on	double	bass,	with	Hilary	
on	 violin	 for	 the	 Tawa	 and	 Ngaio	 dances,	 and	 Fiona	
Gullery	on	violin	for	Linden.	Between	seven	and	eight	sets	
attended	 each	 event,	 with	 dancers	 from	 around	 the	
region	and	beyond.	
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Long-standing	members	John	Markham,	Liz	Rendell,	Aline	and	
John	Homes	prepare	to	cut	the	cake	(Photo:	Loralee	Hyde)

https://www.johnsonvillescd.org.nz/2025/06/06/70th-celebration/
https://www.johnsonvillescd.org.nz/2025/06/06/70th-celebration/
https://www.johnsonvillescd.org.nz/2025/06/06/70th-celebration/
https://www.namastekhandallah.co.nz/
https://www.johnsonvillescd.org.nz/2020/05/07/isla-eric-norris/
https://www.johnsonvillescd.org.nz/2020/05/07/isla-eric-norris/
https://www.johnsonvillescd.org.nz/2025/03/31/liz-rendell/
https://www.johnsonvillescd.org.nz/2021/07/15/stargazers/
https://www.johnsonvillescd.org.nz/2020/06/17/john-markhams-rant/
https://www.johnsonvillescd.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Seventy-years-on-Aline-Homes.pdf
https://www.johnsonvillescd.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Seventy-years-on-Aline-Homes.pdf
https://www.johnsonvillescd.org.nz/2025/06/06/70th-celebration/
https://www.johnsonvillescd.org.nz/2025/05/23/early-demonstrations-members/
https://www.johnsonvillescd.org.nz/2025/05/23/early-demonstrations-members/
http://www.johnsonvillescd.org.nz/2025/06/06/70th-celebration/
http://www.johnsonvillescd.org.nz/2025/06/06/70th-celebration/
http://www.johnsonvillescd.org.nz/2025/06/06/70th-celebration/
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Tawa	SCD	Club

Tawa	 Club’s	 Annual	 Dance	was	 the	 first	 formal	 dance	 in	
the	region’s	dancing	calendar.	This	‘slot’	usually	belongs	to	
Ngaio	Club,	but	as	our	tutor	Catherine	McCutcheon	was	to	
go	away	in	June,	a	date	swap	was	arranged	with	Ngaio.	


While	 last	 year’s	 dance	 was	 interrupted	 by	 a	 fire	 alarm	
(luckily	 a	 false	 alarm),	 this	 year’s	 proceedings	 were	
interrupted	 part-way	 through	 the	 first	 half	 for	 the	
presentation	of	a	Region	Award	(see	p.	8).		


When	 Catherine	 returns	 from	 her	 travels	 (to	 Scotland!),	
we	will	be	offering	four	introductory	classes	as	part	of	our	
regular	 club	 nights.	 There	 must	 be	 people	 out	 there	
looking	for	a	new	indoors	activity	during	this	cold	and	wet	
winter!	


Also	 coming	 up	 next	 month	 will	 be	 a	 Reels	 class	 on	
Saturday	2	August,	which	will	welcome	all	dancers	–	new,		
new-ish,	 or	 more	 seasoned	 –	 who	 would	 like	 to	
consolidate	their	understanding	of	reels.		


Désirée	Patterson,	Secretary,	Tawa	SCD	Club


Ngaio	SCD	Club,	Wellington


Our	Annual	Dance,	held	for	the	first	time	as	an	afternoon	
event	on	Saturday	14	 June,	was	a	great	 success.	We	had	
visitors	who	had	 travelled	 from	Whanganui	 and	 Levin	 to	
join	 us.	 An	 extensive	 late	 afternoon	 tea,	 to	 ensure	 no	
need	for	a	meal	 later,	kept	us	energised	throughout.	The	
lovely	Ngaio	Town	Hall,	decorated	with	flowers	and	tartan	
was	 full,	 with	 eight	 sets,	 and	 remained	 so,	 enjoyment	
obvious	right	to	the	end.	


One	 of	 the	 dances	 on	 our	 programme	 was	 Trip	 to	
Bavaria	 (as	 is	 usual)	with	 four	 of	 our	 club’s	men	 doffing	
their	 hats	 at	 each	 turn.	 At	 a	 later	 dance	 Patricia	 Reesby	
has	made	a	video	which	is	available	to	view	on	YouTube.		


Our	next	event,	will	be	our	Annual	Dinner	Dance,	held	on	
a	club	night,	Thursday	24	July	–	this	year	with	a	theme	of	
‘Flower	Power’.	The	meal	is	catered,	and	then	we	and	our	
invited	guests	dance	with	live	music	from	Jason	Morris	on	
accordion	 and	 Heather	 Elder	 on	 fiddle.	 The	 programme	
will	be	popular	dances	planned	by	our	tutor	Melva	Waite.	


Late	September	will	see	us	having	a	relaxed	tartan	and	fun	
night,	again	with	live	music,	and	members	bringing	a	plate	
for	supper,	with	plenty	of	time	to	talk	and	enjoy.	


Wendy	Donald


Linden	SCD	Club


For	 the	 Linden	 Club’s	 Annual	 Dance	 on	 28	 June,	 we	
decorated	the	hall	with	the	club’s	tartan	banners,	and	club	
members	 decorated	 the	 stage	 with	 winter	 greenery,	
camellias	 and	 lilies	 from	 their	 gardens.	 The	 club’s	 tutor,	
Ann	Oliver,	put	together	an	energetic	and	fun	programme.	


We	are	 lucky	to	have	had	some	young	adult	dancers	 join	
the	 club	 over	 the	 last	 two	 years,	 and	 they	 enjoyed	 the	
dance,	bringing	plenty	of	energy	to	the	hall.


As	our	club	nights	are	on	Mondays,	instead	of	dancing	on	
the	Monday	immediately	after	our	Annual	Dance,	we	held	
a	midwinter	social	evening.	The	Tawa	Squash	Club	proved	
to	be	a	convivial	and	accommodating	venue,	just	the	right	
size	 for	 us	 to	 gather	 for	 some	 socialising.	 Members	
brought	along	a	variety	of	board	games,	cards	and	other	
favourites	 that	 they	 enjoyed	 and	 we	 had	 a	 hilarious	
evening	of	games,	pizza	and	cake	for	supper.	And	yes,	the	
young	adults	did	leave	some	pizza	for	everyone	else!


Patricia	Fisk,	Secretary,	Linden	SCD	Club


Congratulations	to	Audrey	Mattinson


Audrey	 Mattinson	 of	 Rangiora	 (near	 Christchurch)	 was	
awarded	 the	 King’s	 Service	Medal	 in	 the	 King’s	 Birthday	
Honours	announced	on	2	 June.	The	award	 is	 for	services	
to	Scottish	Country	Dancing	and	the	community.


The	 King’s	 Service	 Medal	 is	 a	
wonderful	 recognition	 of	 Audrey’s	
efforts	 bringing	 the	 joy	 of	 Scottish	
Country	 Dancing	 to	 hundreds	 of	
people,	 teaching	 at	 three	 different	
clubs	 in	 the	 Canterbury	 Region	 for	
over	thirty	years.			


Audrey	officially	retired	as	a	teacher	
in	2024	and	was	presented	with	an	

outdoor	 swing	seat	 for	her	enjoyment	 in	 retirement.	But	
we	can’t	hold	her	back,	and	she	continues	to	help	out	at	a	
local	 club,	 and	 support	 us	 all	 at	 club	 dances	 in	 the	
Christchurch	area.		


Well	done	and	well	deserved,	Audrey.		


Liz	Hickey,	President	Canterbury	Region


Balmoral	Scottish	Country	Dance	Club


We	have	been	pleased	to	welcome	three	new	members	to	
our	club	this	year,	and	we	can	now	skite	that	we	have	five	
real	men	to	dance	with	our	seven	or	more	ladies.	Oh,	the	
choice!


With	more	than	half	of	our	members	being	relatively	new,	
we	 put	 them	 through	 their	 paces	 in	 the	 lead-up	 to	 our	
Open	Dance,	held	on	Sunday	15	June,	so	they	had	danced	
all	the	dances	on	our	programme.


There	were	three	four-couple	sets	on	the	dance	floor,	and	
several	 spectators,	 who	 all	 enjoyed	 the	 afternoon’s	
dancing	 and	 music,	 plus	 plenty	 of	 raffle	 prizes	 to	 go	
around	after	a	great	afternoon	tea	spread,	 thanks	 to	our	
club	members.


Liz	Plant,	President	Balmoral	SCD	Club	
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Wellington Region Events

	 Sat	26	July	–	Upper	Hutt	Annual	Dance

	 Sat	2	August	–	Reels	Class

	 Sat	9	August	–	Waikanae	50th	Anniversary	Dance

	 Sat	23	August	–	Johnsonville	&	Capital	City	Combined	
Annual	Dance


	 Sat	6	September	–	Lower	Hutt	Annual	Dance

	 Sat	20	September	–	Region	Advanced	class	(2)

	 Tue	23	September	–	New	Dancers’	Preparation	class	(1)

	 Tue	30	September	–	New	Dancers’	Preparation	class	(2)

	 Sat	4	October	–	New	Dancers’	Celebration

	 Sat	11	October	–	Advanced	Fugues	Class

	 Sat	29	November	–	Carterton	25th	Anniversary	Dance


Full	details	of	Wellington	Region	and	club	events	on	the	
Region	website	https://wellingtonscd.org.nz/events/
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UPCOMING  EVENTS


Auckland-Northland	Events

July	–	early	November

Full	details	at	www.scdaucklandnorthland.org.nz

All	dates	are	Saturdays	unless	specified

Bay	of	Islands	Club	Dance	–	July	19

Highland	Park	Club	Dance	–	Sunday	July	20

Hibiscus	Coast	Club:	Mid-Winter	Christmas	themed	
evening	–	Wednesday	July	23

Tuakau	Dance	–	August	2

St	Heliers	Ball	–	August	16

Waipu	Dance	–	September	6

Region	Spring	Dance	and	Class		-	September	20

Innes	Club	Dance	–	September	27

Whangarei	Club	Dance	–	October	4

Waiheke	Club	Dance	–	October	11

Howick	Club	Dance	–	October	19

Region	Book	54	event	–	November	1

Royal	Oak	–	November	15


Plus	

• Dance	Devisers’	Sessions	-	Aug	2	&	Sept	13,	
9.30am


• Technique	Classes	–			July	26	&	August	9	at	
10am


• Dances	Through	the	Ages	Class	–	July	26

• Region	Northland	Day	School	–	August	2

• Region	Class:	Hazel	Fish	and	Amy	Luxton-Esler	–	
August	23


• Region	Class	for	Brian	and	Pat	Charlton	dances	–	

https://wellingtonscd.org.nz/event/upper-hutt-annual-dance/
https://www.tawascd.org.nz/pdf/Reels%2520class_2025-08-02.pdf
https://wellingtonscd.org.nz/event/waikanae-50th-anniversary-dance/
https://wellingtonscd.org.nz/event/capital-city-and-johnsonville-combined-annual-dance/
https://wellingtonscd.org.nz/event/capital-city-and-johnsonville-combined-annual-dance/
https://wellingtonscd.org.nz/event/lower-hutt-annual-dance/
https://wellingtonscd.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Flyer-Advanced-2025-Final.pdf
https://wellingtonscd.org.nz/classes/region-classes/#Fugues2025
https://wellingtonscd.org.nz/classes/region-classes/#Fugues2025
https://wellingtonscd.org.nz/event/new-dancers-celebration-2/
https://wellingtonscd.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Flyer-Advanced-Fugues-2025-Final.pdf
https://wellingtonscd.org.nz/event/carterton-25th-anniversary-dance/
https://wellingtonscd.org.nz/events/
http://www.scdaucklandnorthland.org.nz
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RSCDS Nelson/Marlborough/West Coast Region  

Day School 

 

SATURDAY 11 OCTOBER 2025 at 

Warnes Stadium, 206 Songer Street, Stoke, Nelson. 

 

Classes/Teachers: Development class – Doug Mills 

     Advanced class – Sue Lindsay 

 

Times:  9 am – 12 pm  Morning classes incl morning tea 

  12 pm – 1 pm   Lunch BYO 

  1 pm – 3 pm  Afternoon classes incl afternoon tea 

  3 pm – 4 pm  General class 

 

Cost: RSCDS $20, Non-RSCDS $25 – Early bird, if paid on or before 19 September 25 

 $30 for all registrations from 20 September 2025 

 

For more details contact Kelly at nelsonmarlboroughwestcoast@dancescottish.org.nz  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Saturday 18th October 2025 

 At  

St Peter’s Church Hall 
11 Fisher Avenue, Sydenham, Christchurch 

From 7.30pm 

RSCDS Members $25 
Non RSCDS Members $30 
JAMS, Students & Spectators $15 

Celebrate the arrival of spring with an enchanting night of 
Scottish country dancing! Whether you're an experienced 

dancer or a curious beginner, this event promises joy, music, 
and a wonderful community spirit. 

Join Us for a Delightful Evening! 

 

 

Saturday 16th August 2025 
From 7.30pm 

At 

Canterbury Caledonian Society 

5 Michelle Road, Wigram 

RSCDS Members $20 
Non RSCDS Members $25 

JAMS & Spectators $10 

Celebrate Winter at the Mid-Winter Ball! 

A night of dancing, fun for all. 

With friends and music, warm and bright, 

We’ll chase away the winter’s bite! 

 

    


