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President’s Report
Hi everyone

By now most of you will have been back dancing for at least one or two months, having dusted
off your dancing shoes following the summer break.

While clubs are getting underway, | expect that you are all becoming increasingly aware of the
potential impact of the current fuel crisis on attendance at club and region events. This is a
good time to consider how to minimise the impact on our members — car pooling and
combining of events spring to mind, and I’'m sure that you will think of other strategies.

As usual, the new issue of the New Zealand Scottish Country Dancer arrived in March. If you
haven’t already opened it, expect to find interesting articles, photographs, club reports, and a
super account of Summer School in Christchurch. Once you have read this issue, consider
taking your copy along to club to share with new dancers. The magazine provides readers with
a real sense of the diverse range of activities that dancers enjoy whilst showcasing dancing
from one end of the country to the other.

There have been a few changes on the Management Committee since the beginning of the year.

Treasurer — Debbie Stephens has decided to step down from this position due to increasing work pressures. On behalf
of the Management Committee, and all members, | want to thank Debbie for her willingness to get involved and for
her contributions to the smooth running of the Branch. For the rest of 2026, the role of Treasurer will be filled by
Lesley Nicol. This will necessitate some sharing of Lesley’s Vice President responsibilities amongst other committee
members.

Communications, Publicity and Membership Coordinator — disappointingly there were no nominations for this
position at the AGM. We have since received offers of assistance and the role has been separated into two positions.
Andy Nicol from Auckland has taken over the Membership component of the role, and | am currently in discussion
with another member who has indicated a willingness to undertake the Communication and Publicity component.

Updated contact details for all positions can be found in the Directory section of the Branch website.

Notwithstanding the price of fuel, this is the time to set plans in motion to attend this year’s Summer School.
Registration information can be found at https://sites.google.com/view/summerschool26-27. Summer School
organiser Emma Uren and her committee are looking forward to welcoming you to Auckland.

I hope to catch up with many of you at dancing events over the course of the year. However, | am still working full-time
so my availability to travel is a little more limited. In any case, do let me know of any special events and | will do my
best to attend or have another member of the Management Committee attend on my behalf.

Happy dancing.
Debbie
Debbie Roxburgh, RSCDS NZ Branch President

FROM THE BRANCH out more about this at https://rscds.org/learn/

dancing-skills-assessments/dancing-achievement-
awards. If we go ahead, we will be looking to upskill
some assessors, as well as finding dancers keen to go

Education and Training

There are several plans and ideas in the pipeline for through the process. Please get in touch if this
developing dancers and teachers in New Zealand: interests you.
e The NZ Branch is looking at the possibility of holding * The next Unit 1 theory exam is on 10 October. The NZ

the RSCDS Dancing Achievement Awards. You can find Branch pays for a free preparation course as well as
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the exam entry fees for its members. If you'd like to
be part of the next group, please contact me.

We are hoping to schedule a Tutoring and Mentoring
course at this year's Summer School in Auckland after
a late cancellation last year. If you are interested in
being part of this way of supporting the development
of teachers in your area, please get in touch.

For Easter 2027, we are planning the next Teachers'
Workshop. This will be in Christchurch, and will be
open to 'teachers' in the broadest sense of the
word. Following on from the fantastic weekend of
workshops in Wellington two years ago, please put
this date in your diaries as a fantastic way of
improving skills as well as networking.

To ensure NZ Branch can contact anyone involved, or
interested, in teaching or running club nights, I'll be
updating the Teachers' Register over the next few
months. I'll be doing this by contacting the clubs, but
this may miss some of you out. So if you wish to receive
information directly about upcoming development
sessions, please get in touch with me, and | will send
you the link to a Google form to confirm your interest.

For all the above, please contact me. | look forward to
hearing from you, education@dancescottish.org.nz.

Hazel Fish, Education and Training Coordinator

Youth

Thanks to those groups who are working on, or who
have completed, JAM registrations for this year.
Remember that further registrations may be added later
in the year, if necessary.

With JAM numbers gradually increasing, it would be
interesting to know if the number of younger adults
dancing is also increasing. While a few have registered
as Young Adult Members of the Branch, there may well
be others who dance, but choose not to belong to the
Branch at this stage. Has your club been able to entice
some younger adult dancers (possibly older than ages
18 to 24 that categorise Young Adult Members) into the
fold? If so, please share how this has been achieved.
Your successes and ideas may help other groups.

Some of you may know that Jigs And More, the JAM
newsletter was first distributed in 1997, the year that
Junior Associate Membership of the NZ Branch was set
up. Did you also know that most of these are on the
Youth pages of the Branch website?
https://dancescottish.org.nz/jam-newsletters/

We are still looking for a few more issues to complete this
collection. If you have any of the newsletters from 1997
to 2001 or colour copies of Issues 2 and 3 from 2005,

please get in touch with me. Perhaps you have kept some
of them. | can't be the only hoarder of these, can I?

There are copies of most issues from 1997 to 2008 in
the National Library Catalogue, viewable in the
Wellington Reading Room. Issues 2 and 3 from 2000 and
issue 3 from 2001 are not included. There were four
issues in each year from 1997 to 1999, after which three
issues per year were produced. Over Covid times, two
issues were produced in both 2020 and 2021, with none
in 2022 and 2023. Happy reading.

Jeanette Lauder, Youth Coordinator

RSCDS NZ Branch Shop

Latest arrivals:

RSCDS Compilation of Books 45 to 49 (A5 size)
RSCDS Book 54 and double CD are now available

Recent arrivals:

- Tuis in the Garden — a 6th book by Gaye Collin

- Edinburgh Branch Centenary Book incl CD

- CD After the Rain (Marian Anderson and her SCD
Band) — dance instructions available as a free .pdf
file (Belfast Branch)

- Cheshire Branch 40th Anniversary book and CD

- Dunfermline Branch 90th Anniversary book and CD

- The Rosehill Memorial Collection (Donald Readerlear)

Books available:

- RSCDS Book 53 and 2 CDs

- RSCDS A5 Compilations of Books 13 — 44

- Formation Foundations, book plus Green and Blue
CDs (teaching aid)

- Five books by Gaye Collin (From Paper to Pearl, SCD
is All Around the World, The Musicians’ Wedding,
Creative in Lockdown, Dance Book 5)

- Memories Are Made of This Volumes 1 to 5 by Amy
Luxton

- Hands Across Vol 2 (Chris Totton)

- A Toast to the Future by lain Boyd — available as
free .pdf

- The Bainfield Collection by Margaret Bailey Allison —
available as free .pdf

- Dance Devisers Days books 2001-2023

- and many, many more (please enquire if a particular
title is not shown here

CDs available include:

- CD The Hour of Pearl — by Chris Duncan and
Catherine Strutt (NSW)

- CDs for Books 50, 51, 52, 53 and 54 (RSCDS)

- CD Dance Through the Decades (RSCDS)

- CD The Grove Collection — Ewan Galloway Vol 1 and
Vol 2
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- CD The Other Kangaroo Paw (limited number)
- CDs by Muriel Johnstone — Haste Ye Back, Highland
Shortbread, Full Circle and Vintage Goldring

Miscellaneous
- Slipstop

Book and CD catalogues are available on the Branch
website, or if you can’t see what you need, please
contact me.

For all enquiries please contact Sue Pearson:
- email Shop@dancescottish.org.nz
- NZ Branch website
- snailmail C/- 21 Stafford Street, Whanganui 4501

From the Editor — Correction

The last two issues of Kiwi News were numbered
incorrectly. The July 2025 issue should have been
Volume 30 (not 29) No 2; and the October 2025 issue
should have been Volume 30 (not 29) No 3.
My apologies for the error.

Désirée Patterson, Branch Editor

Barry Skelton 1940 - 2026

Many dancers will be saddened to hear that Barry
Skelton died peacefully in his sleep on 6 April after
several years of ill health. He was a prolific deviser,
publishing his first dance books in 1991 and his final
book in 2011 (in total over 370 dances). The Dolphin
Book of 1994 is where his dance Pelorus Jack was first
published. It is the dance for which he is best known
locally and internationally, having been submitted by
the New Zealand Branch for the RSCDS Millennium
Collection Book 41 in 2000. The dance has been in
international lists of most-danced dances ever since — a
truly loved dance.

Barry started dancing at a night school class taken by
Doreen Blundell at Rutherford College. He danced at
Knox and Waitemata Clubs in Auckland and Whangarei
and Kamo Clubs in Northland.

Barry was not only a deviser. He was dedicated to the
organisation of dancing, playing an active role on
Waitemata and Whangarei Club committees (including
as President of both clubs). In 1981 he became Region
Secretary for a year, and was also on the Region
Committee for many years.

Barry’s memory will be immortal through his dance,
Pelorus Jack. However, this was just the tip of the
iceberg for this prolific deviser who was active in
Auckland-Northland region for years.

This video shows Barry talking about his most famous
dance, Pelorus Jack.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qlg2H6gew7Y

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGIONS

Auckland-Northland Club Spotlight

During the week of St Patrick’s Day, Knox Club (Epsom,
Auckland) recognised the day by wearing green. The
green shirts, blouses, skirts, shoes and head-dress were
obvious. Less obvious were the socks, shoelaces, and
jewellery. An impressive array of ingenuity and
creativity.

Katharine Hoskyn

St Patrick’s Night at Knox Club

Lower Hutt SCD Club

New tutors in 2026 — It was lovely to catch up with
everyone at the first club night of the year, and to meet
our two new teachers. Andrea and Chris (Totton)
stepped down from teaching at the end of 2025, after
three years, bringing Diane Bradshaw and Susanna van
der Gulik to the helm, continuing our routine of rotating
teachers. Both will bring different teaching styles and
new dances for us to try out and, as first-time club
tutors, this will be a new experience for them too
(although both have experience of teaching at Summer
School).

Theme Nights — May 4th is International Star Wars Day
(May the Fourth be with You!). This has a special place
in tutor Diane’s heart (on their first date a boyfriend
took her to see the first Star Wars movie). She is
encouraging club members to dress for Star Wars and
bring their light sabre, if they have one.

There will be a prize for the best dressed, and spot
prizes. There will be a mix of theme dances and known
dances re-named for the night. A challenge: Can you
work out their real names? The band for the evening
will be our own Jason Morris, and Andy Nichol, who is
visiting from Auckland (the Force is strong in these two
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musicians). All who feel (or want to feel) the Force, are
welcome to join us for the evening.

We’re planning a royal theme for the King’s Birthday
and encouraging everyone to dress in royal-themed
attire. Please come and enjoy an evening of dancing on
the holiday weekend.

Missed Club members — Sadly, this season we will feel
the absence of two of our members; Janice Henson,
whose death in mid-2025 many of you will know about,
and John Terris who died on 2nd of February, 2026, at
age 86.

Reverend John James Terris (QSO) 1939 — 2026

We were amazed to learn John’s age, as he’d been
dancing with us as recently as November 2025. For the
last few years John no longer stayed for the whole night,
and would sometimes sit and watch the sets during a
more difficult dance, but when he was on the floor you
would not have thought he was in his mid-eighties.

Damon Collin recalls being surprised when, twenty
something years ago, John walked into the Epuni
Community Centre with the intention of learning how to
dance. To be fair, dancing didn’t come easily to John. He
had to concentrate. John’s wife Katie once told Damon
and Gaye that dancing was the one thing John did when
he had to put everything else out of his mind and really
focus. She also asked if we could encourage members
not to talk to John about politics or Council matters!

John had favourite partners that he would make a
beeline for to secure them for the next dance. But after
several years’ dancing, once he had become familiar
with quite a few dances, he was also quick to offer his
help by dancing with new dancers.

Katie divulged that one of the reasons John came to
dancing was because of his pride in his Scottish
heritage. He wore his McLean tartan kilt to Saturday
dances and for tartan nights at club, he would always
turn up in his tartan trews. Katie told us that John was
buried in those tartan trews.

John has done his final Pas de Basque and has cast off
one last time to the bottom of the set. We will
remember you, John. RIP.

Waikanae SCD Club

Firstly, congratulations to Isobel Harris-Clark, for
completing Units 2 and 3 of her teaching certificate at
Summer School in Christchurch. Well done Isobel! We
enjoy having you teach at our club.

Waikanae Club started the dancing year in February,
holding three Introductory/Beginner Sessions. We had a

good group of 12 beginners who have thrown
themselves enthusiastically into the world of Scottish
Country Dancing, ably supported by equally enthusiastic
club members. All are enjoying the experiences
provided by Annie Christie and Isobel Harris-Clark.
Isobel and Annie have introduced steps and basic
formations, and have worked on consolidating them in
jigs and reels.

A group of our members danced among the dandelions
in the sunshine at the Kapiti Arts and Craft Society
Fundraiser. This was an opportunity to demonstrate
Scottish Country Dancing and to promote our club. The
dancers had fun and we hope the spectators enjoyed
the dancing and the music.

We are looking forward to a busy season of dancing.

Joanne Speight, Secretary, Waikanae SCD Club

Southern Easter School

The Otago-Southland Region hosted an Easter School in
Invercargill from 3 to 6 April. Quentin Currall was the
organiser and local dancers helped with venues. There
was the usual programme of classes in local halls, a
Sunday evening dinner at Club Southland, and three
evening functions at the James Hargest College
gymnasium — a social dance on the first night, a
formal(ish) dance on the Saturday evening, and a lively
ceilidh on the Sunday evening.

Andrea Wells (Wellington, Juniors), Linda Glavin
(Blenheim, Development), Wayne McConnel (Hamilton,
Low Impact), and Catherine McCutcheon (Wellington,
Advanced High Impact) were the teachers — and what
inspired choices! There were a lot of very happy
attendees. The ceilidh included the opportunity for
groups of dancers to do a demonstration, which were
adjudicated by an expert panel. The winner of the
inaugural “McConnel Trophy” was the Juniors Class —
well done to them and to their coach, Andrea Wells.

The Juniors demonstration team: Esme Campbell,
Ryan Sloane, Aislin Campbell, Xavier Yoon
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Sunday evening dinner at the Easter School in Invercargill

Sharlene Penman (Christchurch), Lynne Scott and
Heather Elder (both Wellington) provided live music for
one session for each class, for the combined class, and
for the evening functions. They also ran a “playing for
dancers” workshop — for musicians and interested
dancers.

More than 40 dancers attended the School, coming not
only from within the Otago-Southland Region, but from
all other Regions.

The logo for the School
consisted of two rather
manic dancing cartoon
takahe, inspired by the
takahe supporters of
the coat of arms of the
Invercargill City Council,
which were miraculously created by Al. Their kilts were
blue, gold, and maroon — a combination of the usual
provincial colours for Otago and Southland.

Gregor Macaulay, Secretary, Otago-Southland Region

OTHER INTERESTING STUFF

Kiwis in Scotland

Six of us arrived at RSCDS Winter School at Pitlochry,
Scotland, in February. We were from Tuakau, Hamilton,
Rotorua and Wellington.

There was a light dusting of snow and some lovely crisp
days, perfect for dressing up to walk through the
traditional town to the dance halls for classes and
checking out the cafés and tourist shops after class.

There were four classes, four musicians, four teachers,
and four days of dancing. | was in the advanced low

impact class, with the teachers and older very
experienced but not energetic dancers. We had a lot of
fun and got through a lot of interesting dances.

Pitlochry Hall, the venue for the Advanced low impact class

The four teachers provided a great variety in their
approach, and the musicians added to the atmosphere.
The teachers were Raphaélle Orgeret from Lyon,
Samuele Graziani from Bologna, Italy, Rachel Shankland
from Edinburgh, and Alasdair Brown from Glasgow. The
musicians were lan Robertson, Mo Rutherford, David
Oswald and Martainn Skene.

We stayed in the four-star Atholl Palace Hotel, a very
traditional old hotel. | enjoyed exploring hidden
staircases, turret rooms, and the basement with its
indoor pool and museum. Also sitting by the fire,
chatting with other dancers in the reception areas, or at
the bar, with a view across the hotel frontage, seeing
people walking up the hill from town.

Meals were a high point, a massive choice for breakfast
and a la carte dinner, mixing with dancers from
Scotland, England, Canada, USA and a quite a few
Europeans.

Afternoon entertainment was provided each afternoon
in the dance hall — a room that had way too much
carpet but a good small dance floor. Muriel Johnstone
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hosted a session on historical Scottish country dancing.
Accompanied by a cello and fiddle, we danced some old
dances, done in old style
slower jig step and a
faster strathspey style. It
was fun, a little more like
ceilidh dancing.

The finale of the school
was a ball in the local
Blair Castle. We were
bussed in and were
welcomed by a piper at
the door. We walked
through various rooms
and hallways to a large
ballroom with so many
antlers. The dancing was
fabulous, over 100 of us.

And then it was farewells
and on with our winter
holiday. Enjoying Dance
Scottish in Scotland with
so many locals and
friendly dancers was a
real highlight of our
holiday.

Wayne and Shelley at the
ball in Blair Castle

On reflection, | enjoyed being in Scotland, doing Scottish
country dancing dressed up for a ball, walking about a
town after a busy morning, meeting dancers, local and
from afar. Dancing is a great way to travel.

Shelley McConnel

Couriering dance books to the UK

Over the past few years, as most of you will know, the
price of postage has gone sky high. | used to post my
books overseas to interested bookshops and teachers
and have posted some bulk orders to Yvonne Yang (a
teacher in the States who takes orders for teachers and
they share the costs). However, bookshops need to keep
their costs down, so there is a margin for profit.

More recently (last year), Damon took 40 books in his
suitcase to the UK and posted them to the Leeds
Bookshop for me. Then, just after Summer School in
Christchurch this year, | received an order from The
Leeds Bookshop for 10 more books and found a courier
in Mary Thomas, who was travelling back to the UK in
early February and was willing to take the books with
her.

It got me thinking that perhaps, if other dancers were
heading to the UK, they might be happy to also be a
courier pigeon for me.

Winter is on its way!!
Keep Warm with these 100%
woollen garments.

All made in Scotland.

Duchess; Black, Purple, Blue, Pewter and Gold.

NMcPHEE'S

Order online at www.mcphees.co.nz Ph/Txt 021 587 315
enquiries@mcphees.co.nz

SCD Footwear & Accessories held in stock.
Free overnight courier throughout NZ on all orders over $50.

Ghillie pumps for men & women. Now with Supershock insoles.
Ballet style pumps for women. Now with Supershock insoles.

Carried in Stock: SCD Pumps for Men and Women.

Top Seller—the Bowhill
lambswool scarf

L

gerapes & Ponchos

Levin, N.Z Ph/Txt021 587 315
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I am hoping to launch a 7th book of dances this year
entitled “Beginners & Just Beyond Basics”. It’s still a few
months away but | am hoping The Leeds Bookshop may
be interested in this book too. Accompanying the book
is a CD, produced by Marian Anderson and her Band,
and there are two extra dances in this book — one by
Jason Morris, devised for his youngest daughter
Catherine, and one by Damon Collin.

So, are there any dancers heading to the UK in 2026
who would be happy to take some books? If so, my
email address is collindg57@gmail.com

Gaye Collin

For sale: Kilt and accessories

On behalf of Upper Hutt SCD Club we have a kilt for sale
(kindly donated by the late Allan Mason). An Ancient
Hunting Sinclair kilt, waistcoat, jacket, summer shirt,
sporran, flashes, tie and belt. Please contact Debbie
Stephens (021-2441395).

UPCOMING EVENTS

WAI-BOP King’s Birthday Weekend School
30 May to 1 June 2026

Join ug in Hamilton by the river

Teachers: Ruth Budden (Tuakau) Advanced
Andrea Wells (Lower Hutt) Low Impact
Wayne McConnel (Hamilton) Intermediate
Katharine Hoskyn (Auckland) Elementary
Musicians: Wild Heather and Bourach Mor

Weekend Programme
Saturday morning:
Saturday Lunch:
Saturday afternoon: Classes

Ball walk through
Saturday evening: 75th Ham. Scot. Ball at Gordonton Hall
Sunday morning: Musicians session
Sunday afternoon: Classes
Sunday evening: Ceilidh in the Country at Horsham Downs Hall
Monday morning: Combined class at Horsham Downs Hall

Registration and Classes
Bring your own at Horsham Downs Hall

Full School cost is $190.
Please register online via the link on the website at https://
kbwe.waibopscd.org.nz/

With both Elementary and Intermediate classes offered, please think about
sharing a weekend school experience with newer dancers from your club.

New information will be shared as it comes to hand on the Region website

at https://kbwe.waibopscd.org.nz/

Ashhurst Scottish Country Dance Club

Formations Workshop on
Shape, Phrasing and Covering

Tutor: Catherine McCutcheon

Saturday 9 May 2026, 10.00am to 3.00pm

Morning tea from 9.30am, afternoon tea from 3.00pm
(both provided); BYO lunch

Whakarongo Community Hall
Cnr Napier Hwy & Stoney Creek Road,
Whakarongo

Fee: $20.00

» Have you ever wondered about putting the
finishing touches on common intermediate
formations?

* Are you sometimes back to place too soon, or
running late?
* Do you want to dance as part of a team?

* Come and spend the day with Catherine
McCutcheon!

For further information, please contact Joy - email

ashhurst(@dancescottish.org.nz; mob. 0277 762 397
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Auckland - Northland

Region

Events Coming Up: May to June 2026
Full details at www.scdaucklandnorthland.org.nz
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Dates are Saturdays unless specified

Club event
Region event

Upper Hutt Club are holding a Fundraising Dance

on Saturday 9 May, to replace their music system,
which was stolen. Music by Lynne Scott and friends.

More details to come.

Blenheim SCD Club 70th Birthday Dance
Saturday 9 May 2026, 5 pm

Nurses Hall, Service Entrance, Wairau Hospital,
Taylor Pass Road, Blenheim

Live music by Jason and Hilary

Cost $35
(Online ANZ 11-7500-0012309-11 ref your name)

Tawa SCD Club Annual Dance
Saturday 13 June, 7:30pm
Ngaio Town Hall, Wellington

Music by Jason Morris, Hilary Ferral
and Shane Rempala

Glendarroch SCD Club in Whanganui is holding a
Day School on Saturday 20 June 2026

and invite all intermediate level and above dancers to
come and enjoy a fun day of NZ Dances

taught by Gaye and Damon Collin.
Put it in your diary now. Forms will be available soon.

Highland Park Tartan night for Wed

International Dance Day 29 April 7:30pm

Knox Club Dance 2 May 2:30-5.30pm
Waipu Club night with the music

of Twisty Willow Mon 4 May | 7:00pm
Region Class: With the music of

Stan Hamilton Elementary & up |9 May Afternoon class
Region Class: Beginners 16 May Morning
Region Class: With music of Stan

Hamilton Intermed & up 16 May Afternoon class
North Shore Combined Ball 23 May 7:30pm

Dance Devisers' Session 30 May 9:30am - noon
Waipu Club night with the music

of Twisty Willow Mon 1June | 7:00pm
Region Class: With music of Stan

Hamilton Upper Intermed & up | 6 June Afternoon class
Kamo Club Dance 13 June 5:30pm
Waitemata Club Dance 20 June 7:30pm
Regular Technique Class 10am -
(Katharine Hoskyn's class) 27 June 12:30pm
Regular Technique Class 10am -
(Katharine Hoskyn's class) 4 July 12:30pm
Waipu Club night with the music

of Twisty Willow Mon 6 July | 7:00pm
Region Class: Intermed and up Sun 12 July

Hibiscus Coast Club Wed 15 July | 7:00pm

Bay of Islands Club Dance 18 July 1:30pm
Region Class: Beginners 18 July

Highland Park Club Dance - 35th

anniversary Sun 19 July 1'30pm

Dance Devisers' Session 25 July 9:30am - noon
Tuakau Club Dance 25 July 5:30pm
Region Ball 1 August

Linden Scottish Country Dance Club
Annual Dance 2026

Saturday 27 June 2026, 7.30pm

Ngaio Town Hall
Ottawa Rd, Ngaio, Wellington

Music by
Jason Morris, Hilary Ferral
and Shane Rempala

RSCDS members $15, non-members $18
Spectators and juniors $5

linden@dancescottish.org.nz
www.lindenscd.org.nz
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